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I alſo will ſhew n Opinion. For I am full of 
Matter, the Spirit within me conſtrains me. 
My Belly is ready to burſt : I will ſpeak, that 
I may be refreſu d, Job xxx11. 17 — 20. * 
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CHAE'E 
The Introduction. 


ſooner and more effeQually ſuppreſs; or 

however much qualify, and leſſen the various 

and endleſs Diſputes; which Men have one 
with another, about almoſt every thing; than if 
they would ſeriouſly conſider, how little they 
know, for certain, of thoſe very Matters, which 
are the Snbject of their difference : And that, in 
moſt Controverſies, they do but dreſs up their 
Opinion in fine Words, and but ſupport it with 
Probabilities; which may as well be done by 
their Adverſaries, to prove the contrary Opl- 
nion, as by themſelves ro prove their own. For 
if they were once ſeaſible of this plain Truth, 
they would allow others to abound in their ſenſe, 
as they themſelves do; would diſpute little, ei- 
ther in Converſation or Writing; would be 
much better Company; and ſave themſelves, and 
others too, a great deal of trouble and vexation of 
Spirit, occaſioned by ſo much Writing and io 
much Reading, | 


[| Do not know of any one thing, which would 


We know little of natural Cauſes, and but as 1m be 
much of natural Effects, as is neceſſary for the ule of na- 
uſe of Life; beyond this we are much in the π C 


dark z and after ſo many Ages ſearch, Philoſo-““ 
|. — phers 


a — . 
„„ e 


The Sun; | 


The Wind ; 
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phers are but where they were at firſt : Much is 
conjectured and ſuppoſed ; but little or nothing 
proved, ſave what is practical, and found out by 


Experience. : | 
Of all the Creatures of this viſible World, 
there is none that falls more under our Senſes, 


than the Sun does; and withal none more un- 


known to us, as to the preciſe Nature of it. Old 
Philoſophy made of it a round piece of hot Iron: 
The modern will have it to be a great ball of in- 
flamed Duſt : Very lately an ingenious Writer 
is fallen into the old Opinion again: He who plea- 
ſes may make it ſomething elſe, and be as much 
in the right, for any thing any Man knows. He, 
in my Opinion, is the beſt Philoſopher, who, 
letting the Nature of that noble Star alone, en- 
deayours to enjoy the great Benefits of it; by 
building, in this cold Climate, his Seat towards 
the South ; by plowing and ſowing ſeaſonably ; 
and (to uſe a familiay Proverb) by making Hay 
while the Sun ſhines. | 

The Air, and the Wind, which is but the 
motion of it, are likewiſe daily breathed and felt 
by us all; and the benefits of both, are as uni- 


verſal as the Sun's. And yet, if one examine the 


various Opinions of Philoſophers, about the Na- 
ture and Cauſes of the latter; one would be 
tempted to think, it blew not in this Country 
of ours, but only in terra incognitd; ſo repug- 
nant they are one to another, and withal ſo pre- 
carious, and fo very little proved. What fhall 


a Man do then? I would adviſe him to turn his 


Houſe and his Garden, if he can, ſo as to be leaſt 


expoſed to thoſe Winds which are cold, or tem- 
eſtuous, or blaſting; to take Dampier's Book 
= his Companion 'and Guide. in his Voyages; 
and to let Philoſophers diſpute at home, about 
the Nature and Cauſes of the Wind, at their 
—_— Tr 175 
5 I might 


| 
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I might inſtance in other Particulars; the Sea And others, 
with its Flux and Reflux ; the Motion of the Sun 
about the Earth, or of the Earth about the Sun; 
the Nature of Meteors, of ſubterranean Fires and 
Waters, and many more. But the two | have 
named, are enough to ſhew Man's Uncertainty in 
theſe things ; and that, ſetting aſide the uſe and 
benefit of Creatures, all his Deciſions about them 
are but mere Conjectures, and his Definitions but 


vain Philoſophy. | 
And, as in Nature, ſo in Religion, our Know- In Religion, 


| eds is much ſtinted, we know but in part; and 1 Cor. 13. 
therefore can propheſy or teach others but in part, He knows 


as to Principles and Cauſes ; tho' the Uſes to be bt in part. 
made of theſe, for our Salvation, as they are 
plainly pointed out to us in Scripture, are of very 
great extent, and fully ſufficient to the attain» 


ment of it. N 
That there is a God, is as plain to a conſi- Cod. 


dering Man, as that the Sun ſhines is to a Man 


that has Eye- ſight. And, that God is infinite 


and all perfect, follows as plainly from his Exi- 


ſtence, as, that two and two make four follows 
from the Nature and Proportion of Numbers. 
But when we come to examine farther into the 


Nature and Attributes of that infinite and all- 


perfe& Being, our mind can diſcover nothing of- 
them, but is perfectly dazzled and darkened by 
his unapproachable Light; as Men are in danger 
of being ſtruck blind, by looking too directly 
and too long upon the Sun, when he ſhines in his 
ſtrength. God's Eternity does amaze and aſto- 
niſh us; his Omnipotence does terrify and awe 
us; his Ubiquity or Omaipreſence does quite 
ſwallow us up. And true Chriſtian Philoſophy 
in theſe Caſes, is to admire and adore theſe at a 
diſtance; and, turning nearer to thoſe milder 
Attributes, which no leſs than the former beau- 
tify and adorn him; I mean his Goodneſs, his 

„ _ 


* 
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( 
Mercy, his Holineſs, and the like, endeavour to V 
imitate them as much as we can ; .and to be mer- L 
ciful as he is merciful, to be holy as he is holy. - 
| 
| 
| 


| Grace. Next to the Being of a God, nothing is more 

1 univerſally underſtood, and owned in the main, 
than the Neceſſity and Efficaciouſneſs of his Grace; 

Acts 17, For in him we live, and move, and have our being 

28, and can no more do good without his Aſſiſtance, 
than ſee without Light, or breathe without Air. 
And yet as to the preciſe Nature of it, how it 
works in us, the beginning, the progreſs, and 
the end of it; theſe can no more be 2 | 
by us, than the Iſſues and Retreats of the ind b 

| can be traced. And the fame infinite Wiſdom, : 

Pal. 135. . Which tells us, that God brings the Wind out of his 

Joh. 3. 8, Treaſures; and that the Wind blows where it liſts, 
and we hear the ſound thereof, but cannot tell thence 
it comes and whither it goes; does alſo inform us, 

Phil. 2. 13. that ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, and 
that God works in us, both to will and to do, of his 
good pleaſure. One would think theſe plain De- 
clarations of Scripture might have made Men 
quiet, as to inquiring into this matter too curi- 
ouſly- And yet there is hardly any Point of Di- 
vinity, that has bred more Diſputes than this 
very Subject has done; inſomuch that whole Sets 
of Chriſtians are occaſioned by it, and divided 
about it. And they only are wiſe Chriſtian Phi- 
loſophers, who humbly own God's Grace to be 
the Principle of all Vertue in them ; and, inſtead 
of diſputing or quarrclling about that ſo neceſla- 
ry, but ſo unſearchable Grace, do pioully beg it 
upon their knees, and daily endeavour to ule it, 
when obtained : And, if they can but be faved 
by. it, are little ſolicitous to know when, and 
where, how, and in what meaſure it was given 
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them. 
The Trinity, - i he Trinity of Perſons, in the Unity of Na” 


Ke. ture, in God; the Incarnation of our bleſſed Sa- 
| | viour, 
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viour; and his ſatisfying for Men, or dying in 
their room, are Doctrines plainly revealed in 
Scripture, and therefore to be firmly believed. 
But they can no more be comprehended by us, 
than the depths of the Sea ſounded, or the 
breadths of Gulphs waded; and ſuch Knowledge 
is too wonderful and too high for us to attain to 
it: Yet human Curioſity and Inquiſitiveneſs will 
not forbear to attempt to pry into theſe Secrets ; 
and has produced more Hereſies about them, 
than about all other Articles of Religion put to- 
gether. What ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? That 
happy and wiſe are they who humbly and mo- 
deſtly believe and adore them; and, contented 
with a general apprehenſion of them in this 
World, do not diſpute or decide concerning 
them, nor expect to be farther informed about 
them, till they come into another. 

I need not give any more Inſtances in this mat- 
ter. The few I have named are ſufficient to con- 
vince us, how narrow and ſcanty our Knowledge 


is, in Points of ſpeculative Religion, on this fide 


the Grave. 


Neither is it neceſſary to enlarge any farther Arts and 
upon other general Heads; and to ſhew, how Sciences 
little we know in any one Art or Science, farther heel, 


than for the Neceſſities and Conveniencies of Life; 
what [mprovements are daily made in Building, 
Agriculture, Manufactures, Phyſick, Navigation, 
and many other Sciences and Arts. How many 
old and uſeful Inventions are daily ſet alide, ne- 
glected, and in time quite loſt; how many new 
ones come up in their places, nay how many old 
and ſolete ones are again taken up and fol- 
lowed, to make a kind of a Circulation, and to 
renew, as It were, the outward Face of the Unt- 
ver ſe. | | 
What I have ſaid is enough to-convince Man, 
how ſhort his Knowledge here below is; to make 
A 4 him 


Civil G- 
vernment in 
Nat ure; 
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him humble and quiet, as to Opinions and Diſ- 
putes; and to oblige him to lay down that dicta- 
ting and deciſive Spirit of Pride and Contradi- 
ction, which does ſo much reign in the World, 
eſpecially in this preſent Age. Ma; 
Civil Government ſeems to be of a mix'd Na- 
ture, and to partake of the two things I have 
been mentioning, as Inſtances of the ſhortneſs of 
Man's Knowledge. All Nations, in all Ages, 
even the moſt ſavage and moſt deſtitute of Hu- 
manity, have entertained ſome kind of Order and 
Government amongſt them; and it appears there- 
by, that the very Light of Nature, or common 
Senſe and Reaſon, did prompt them to it. And, 


ho courſe and imperfet ſoever the Rules of 


Government amongſt ſome of them might be; 
yet they were, however, in ſome meaſure anſwe- 
rable to the Deſign of them, and did ſomethin 

contribute to their Security and Quiet, their Eaſe 
and Plenty, if not to their Pleaſure, Glory, 
Greatneſs, and Riches : Tho”, at the ſame time, 
they might be as different, as to their particular 
Form and Method, as the Climates and Coun- 
tries were, where the People lived, that ſubmit- 
ted to them. And farther, every Nation was 
well contented with their own Conſtitutions ; and 
would have wondered, had any private Man pre- 


- tended to diſpute or decide about any of them, 


B) God's In- 
ſtitution 
for mer! ; 


as any ways to be blamed ; each of them ſeeming, 
to thoſe who lived under them, to be beſt, and 
beſt to anſwer the Ends for which they were con- 
ſtituted and ordained. 

On the other ſide, the Scripture does inform 
us, how God, at certain times interpoſed, tn this 
matter, eſpecially in the Times of the Patriarchs, 
the Iſraelites, and the Jews; and, by preſcribing to 
them particular Forms and Rules of Government, 
put them into a better way than other Nations 
were. 

Hence 
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— Hence proceeded firſt the Patriarchal Govern- 
- ment; then the Commonwealth or Republick of 
- Iſrael, under a General or a Judge; and after- 
: wards, after ſome Eclipſes and, as it were, In- 


ter-regnums, the Kingdom of the Jews, the beſt 
conſtituted of any in the World; and one of the 
greateſt, and ſometime moſt formidable, of any 
ö that were in thoſe days. The Hiſtory of their 
3 Kings, recorded at length in ſome of the Books 
| of the old Teſtament, is a ſufficient proof of their 
Greatneſs. And in many Places of thoſe very 
Books, as well as of thoſe others, writ before 
and after, which all together make up the Canon 
of the old Teſtament, there are moſt admirable 
and divine Rules given by God, both to Kings 
and People, how they might make their Civil 
Government honourable, ſafe, and advantageous 
how Kings might rule, and yet be loved by their 
Subjects; how Subjects might ſubmit, and yet 
bear Love to their Prince. 

Our Saviour coming into the World, found Under the 
the Civil Government of the Jews at an end, and Goſpel now. 
the Romans their Sovereigns, as the Aſſyrzans, the 
Babylonians, or Chaldeans, the Perſians, and the 

Greeks had formerly been. And his Deſign be- 
ing to ſet up not a Temporal, but a Spiritual 
Kingdom, he left things as he found them, as to 
Civil Government; and neither he, in his Life- 

time, nor his Apoſtles after him, did at all or- 
der, or determine any thing about the manner in 
which Chriſtians ſhould particularly be ruled in 
Civil Matters; only in general they gave them 

Rules of Obedience to thoſe Civil Powers, which 
they might in ſeveral Places, and at ſeveral 
Times, live under ; particularly to the Roman 
Emperors, who governed in thoſe Days, tho', by 
Religion, Heathens, and, as to Morals, the worſt 
Princes that ever reigned. X 


1 


In 


10 


_ vals, 


Not as to 
Particle 
lars, 
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As to Gene- In thoſe Rules given in Scripture by God and 


our Saviour, in the Old and New Teſtament, 
concerning the general Meaſures of Civil Obedi- 
ence to Magiſtrates, enough is ſaid to make all 
Princes good and juſt, and all Subjects eaſy and 
quiet, if they would but attentively read and exa- 


mine them, and as religiouſly follow them. No 


King can bear ſway ſo nobly, and withal ſo gent- 
ly, as a Jewiſh King formerly might, and a Chri- 
ſtian King now may, that rules according to the 
Scripture- directions. And no Subjects can ſo ea- 
ſily bear Subjection, and ſo chearfully honour and 
obey their King, as Jews formerly, or Chriſtians 
now, who ſubmit and obey by the Scripture- 


Rules. But neither of them muſt expect to be 


univerſally informed in Scripture , as to Civil 
Government; and to be able, from that ſacred 
Book, to anſwer all Queſtions about Civil Rights, 
or decide all Cafes concerning Politicks. 
As before, in the State of Nature, and when 
Men were deſtitute of Revelation, Reaſon, tho 
it might ſuggeſt Order and Government in gene- 
ral, for the Quiet and Eaſe of Mankind ; yet 
could not give Directions at once, for all Times 
and all Places, for all Men and all Occurrences; 


but left Particulars to be ſeverally conſidered and 


ſettled, as Time, Place, and Occaſion ſhould 
ſerve. Even ſo God Almighty was pleaſed to 
give in Scripture general Rules, both to Gover- 


nours and Subjects; by keeping to which they 


might live pleaſed and ſecure, and Mankind eve- 


ry where enjoy Quiet and Reſt. But he did not. 
think fit to deſcend to Particulars, but paſt them 


in ſilence and undecided; and left them to be ſet- 
tled ſeverally here and there in the World, as 
natural Reaſon and Chriſtian Prudence ſhould for 
the time ſuggeſt. And therefore it is the Duty 
of all Chriſtians to follow the Scripture-rules, as 
to Civil Government, fo far as they go: But be- 

yond 


p "9 a «a aa wood fwoceco ca o£t an fs to AS aa tus © ty £& 


a 1 


Chap. I. PÞſeudarchomatſtir, 


yond that they muſt let things alone; never dare 
to make the Scripture ſay what it ſays not; and, 
in Caſes untouch'd and undecided in that ſacred 
Book, muſt provide for themſelves the beſt they 
can; only with this condition always, that no- 
thing be done contrary to Reaſon or Religion. 


Numerous Examples might be given of Caſes Which are 
concerning Civil Government, not mentioned at undecided. 


all in Scripture ; and not poſſible therefore to be 
decided and ſettled every where, and at all times 
in the ſame manner: In which, by conſequence, 
great Latitude and Difference may take place; 
and about which Diſputes and peremptory Deci- 
ſions ſhould be very few, if any at all. For Po- 
liticks have this one thing common with Religion, 
that they are a practical Diſcipline, in which Spe- 
culation ought not to be much indulged. And 
yet I don't know how it comes to paſs, that more 
1s writ and diſputed about mere Speculations in 
both, than in any other Art or Science. To 
ſhew Men their Vanity in this Point, I will give 
a few Inſtances, among many more, of thoſe things 
relating to Civil Government, in which both 
Scripture and Reaſon are ſilent; which therefore 
cannot be readily and uniformly decided and ſet- 
tled, and about which Diſputants and Writers 
ſhould be very ſparing, it not altogether ſilent. 


Ihe Patriarchal Scheme pleaſes ſome Men won- The Patri- 
derfully, whilſt others have as great an averſion archal 
to it, and would have Government to be a mere Scheme. 


human Invention, and a perfect Creature of the 
People: The firſt intreach themſelves under the 
Primitive J imes ; and the latter take the Origi- 
nal Contract tor their Shield and Buckler. But 
they are both too peremptory, and too univer- 
ſal. For, firſt, nothing is more plain, than that 
Fathers and Patriarchs did at firſt civilly rule in 
Families and Kindreds. Not only the Account, 
which Moſes gives of the Patriarchs till his 
8 Own 


that they were, in his days, made up of fo ma- 
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own time, bears witneſs to this; but even Cæ- 
ſar's Relation of the Gauls and Britains, ſhews 


ny great Families or Kindreds, over which the 


Magiſtrates 
made by the 
People, and 
otherwiſe, 


Monarchy of 


many ſorts. 
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firſt Founder of them ſeems to have ruled, and 
given them his or ſome other Name; till growing 


too large and too numerous for ſuch a way of 
Government, they, of their own accord, or by 
ſome Accident or other Motive, ſet up a Gover- | 


nour of another ſort, as beſt ſuited their preſent 


Circumſtances. And we are informed by Tra- 
vellers, that in ſome Parts of South-Eaſt Africk, a 


ſort of poor and ſavage People are ſtill ruled thus 
at this day. | | 


And on the other ſide, it is as plain, that ſeve- 


ral thouſand Years ago, in many Countries, even 


among the Jews, there were Rulers which were 


no Patriarchs : That in others, Rulers were of- 


ten made and created by the People, and had 
more or leſs Power given, and Time allowed 
them to rule and govern, as among the old Greeks 
and Romans. That other Rulers made them- 
ſelves ſo by their own Power and Sword, and 
founded great Empires, and left them to their 
Children afrer them. That others again were 
ſuch, tho” the very beginning and firſt riſe of 
their Power could hardly be traced out. And, 
without all doubt, moſt of the Kingdoms and 
Republicks of the World, at this day, owe their 
Being and Form to one of the laſt mentioned 
Ways and Manners ; and not to the now obſo- 
lete Patriarchal Inſtitntion and Cuſtom. 

The Patriarchal Way being the firſt, ſeems to 
plead in favour of Monarchy ; and accordingly 
nota few do commend that ſort of Government, 
and look on all others as deviations from the Pri- 
mitive Standard. And yet many Monarchies, 
(nay the very firſt we read of in Scripture, that 
of Nimred) owing their Original to Force and 

| Conquelt, 
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Conqueſt, ſeem to be as great deviations from 
the firſt Inſtitution. And the very Emperors 


and Kings made by the People do very much de- 


viate from it. 

And, on the other ſide, it would be hard, and Common- 
even unreaſonable to condemn, as unlawful, all *ealths va- 
Commonwealths, whether Ariſtocratical or De- . 


* mocratical z thoſe many in Greece formerly; that 
of old Rome; that of latter Venice; and laſt of 


all, thoſe ſprung up in our Father's Days; the 


* United Provinces of the Netherlands, Geneva, the 
* Swiſſers, the Griſons, and ſome others. Nothing 
can be ſaid, with Reaſon, for or againſt either a Kingdom E- 
| Succeſſive, or an Elective Kingdom or Empire, lehne and 


excluſive of the other ſort; and we ſee of both Scceſſne : 


kinds in Europe; and even ſome altered from the 
one way into the other. And tho' in one of the 


greateſt of the Succeſſive way, Males alone reign, By Males 


tho? never ſo remote in Blood, for want of nea- alone, 
rer Male-iſſue, to the prejudice and poſtponing 
of the nearer Females: yet all true Britains ought 
to approve the different Cuſtom which obtains 


in this Kingdom; and heartily thank God, that 454 by = 
one of their Queens in the laſt Age was the great males alſo; 
Promoter of the Reformation, and the Breaker 


of the then intended Univerſal Monarchy over 
all Europe. And that another is now the Support 
4 and Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe, and the 


Terror of all Pretenders and Deſigners, both at 
home and abroad. | 
One thing more | would ſay upon this Head, By Women 


and that is, that if ſome Eaſtern Iſlands are go- alone: 
verned only by Princeſſes, and all Males excluded 
from the Throne, as we are told by Travellers 


they are : no Reaſon can be given againſt ſuch a 
Cuſtom, in ſuch a Place; and many may poſſi- 
= be given for it by thoſe that follow and 
uſe it. 


The 


14 
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All thefeal- The Reſult and Deſign of this Introduction, 


lowable. 


Dam 8. 3-- ons indeed, puſhing one at another, and running 
one againſt another, cloſe in the Fury of their 


7. 


dee Prince, and Extremity and Deſpair in the Sub- 
i ject. When the firſt ſhall attempt to act arbi- 
trarily, both againſt Reaſon, and Scripture, and 
the expreſs Laws of the Land: And the other, 
notwithſtanding all his Applications and Snits for 


is to make Men open their Eyes wide, and look 
far and nigh about them; and when they have 
done ſo, and found things as I have fairly repre- 
ſented them, keep ſilence in politick Affairs; not 
be wedded to this or that Opinion in problemati- 
cal Matters, which may as well be decided this, 
as that way; ſpeak for or againſt no fort of Go- 
vernment, excluſively to others; avoid all Diſ- 
putes in ſuch Matters, both in writing and ſpea- 
king; approve moſt that ſort of Government 
under which they live; Succeſſive Monarchy in 
this noble Kingdom; and quietly and peaceably | 
ſubmit to it, love, honour, and obey it. 

But the greateſt of Men's Heats, and bandying 
Opinions one againſt another, is not about thoſe 
Points I have named ; one more knotty and more 
tough than all the reſt remains ſtill behind, as 
little decided and ſettled, either by Reaſon or 
Scripture, as any of the former; and which not- 


„ 


withſtanding is more readily and raſhly treated 


of and decided, than any other, by the Diſpu- 
tants of the Ape : Two of which, among the 
reſt, have appeared in our Days; bold Champi—- 


Power, as the two firſt Beaſts in the Viſion of 
Daniel. | 


fl mean the famous Caſe of Tyranny in the 


Redreſs, all his Peaceableneſs and Long-ſuffering, ; 
all his Prayers and Supplications to the Sove- 
reigns for all his Addreſſes and Remonſtrances, |} 
his Tears and Cries, and begging and importu- | 
ning, ſhall yet be driven to Extremity, and bo 
| upon 
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upon the brink of Danger and utter Ruin, and 
ſee himſelf ready to be deprived of his Liberty 
and Property, of his Eſtate and Laws, and of 


what is dearer to him than all this, of his ſpiri- 


tual Liberty and Religion. 


This is ſo difficult and ſo lamentable a Caſe, Unneceſſa- - 


that of all Caſes. one would think it ſhould not "= 


o- be lightly and unneceſſarily ſuppoſed ; and, if 


unfortunately happening, ſhould not be decided 
either from Reaſon or Scripture, but on very 
ſure and good grounds, and by ſubſtantial Argu- 


f ments and Reaſons. And yet we ſee and hear it 


daily ſuppoſed, under the moſt unenvy'd, the 


moſt gracious, and mildeſt of Reigns, without 
ſo much as the leaſt ſhadow or appearance of 
Reaſon : And nevertheleſs, as eagerly argued pro 


and con, as if her Majeſty, at the Head of an 
Army, was at our Gates ready to invade and ſub- 


due us; as Titus did Old Jeruſalem, or Annibal 
was like to have done Old Rome, This, of all 


d things, ſhews the Raſhneſs of Man, the Vanity of 


his purblind Reaſon, the Levity of his Enquiries 
and Opinions, and the Emptineſs of his Argu- 
ments and Ratiocinations. 


Alfter this ſevere Iuvective, which my real and This Di, 
r * deep Concern for Church and State has forced cour/e no- 
from me, contrary to my natural Temper, which about it; 
is more for mending my own Faults, than fin- | 


ding thoſe of others; and from which nothing 


but Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs could Matth. 5.6. 


have obliged me to depart. After this, I ſay, it 


will not be expected, that I ſhould in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe undertake to act the Politician, and 


to decide any of the mentioned Queſtions, or give 
my Opinion about any of them. I have already 
declared my hearty Approbation of the Monar- 
chical Government in this Nation. And, as for 
the reſt, if all Subjects were of my Temper and 
Diſpoſition, the Preſs would not ſo often groan 


ved at this 


time. 


under 


* 
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under the burden of unneceſſary, inſignificant, 
and often dangerous and ſeditious Pamphlets; 


and the private Diſcourſes of Neighbours would 


be more innocent and more harmleſs, becauſe leſs 
meddling with State Affairs, and diſputing about 
them, which they often underſtand little or not 
at all, in which, for the moſt part, they are lit- 

tle or nothing concerned. 0 


But about My only Deſign in writing this, is calmly, ſe- | 
the Senſe of dately, and impartially to declare, and publiſh 


Scripture 
concerning 
Civil Go- 
vernment. 


what I find clearly ſet down and determined in 
Scripture, about Civil Government ; and to per- 


ſuade Men, if I can, to ſtop where that ſacred 


Book does, and to be very cautious in inquiring 
and deciding any farther. This I will do, with 
a particular regard to the Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom of Great Britain, which ſeems to bear | 


a a lively reſemblance to thoſe, under which the 


The Au- 
thor's Im- 
partiality. 


greateſt part of the Old Teſtament; and the 


whole New were written. For our Kings and 


Queens are anointed, and ſacred by the Law of |} 
the Land, as the Jewiſh Kings were formerly : 
And their Crown is an Imperial Crown, as was 
the Roman, under the firſt Emperors: And their 
Government much like that of the Roman Em- 
pire, in that the Laws are made and adminiſtred 
jointly by the Sovereign, and the Senate, each 
— them having therein their juſt and balancing 

are. g 
And my Deſign not being to find fault with | 
other ſorts of Government, or in the leaſt to re- 
flet upon them; but only to make Men quiet 
under this, if I can, 1 hope the Reader will ea- 
ſily forgive me, if I ſay any thing which may 


Perhaps not be altogether to his liking. I ſhall 


ſteer equally and ſteadily between Extremes; and 
if either fide, or perhaps both, be any ways 
offended, it will not be my fault, as it cannot 
be that of Truth; and, I hope, the Scripture 

| will 


— 
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will bear me out, tho' I ſpeak home, and do not 
ſpare. | "11903 

? Pin order to this, I will firſt ſet down the chief Diviſion of 
d | Places of the New Teſtament, in which mention be follow: 
5 is made of Civil Government; and do what 12 

CY can, to give the full and plain ſenſe of them. 

TE Then draw from thoſe Places ſome fundamental 

Rules belonging, and applicable to all Civil Go- 
vernments. And laſtly conſider, how far the 
Scripture, both of the Old and New Teſtament, 

gives Light into the difficult Caſe laſt mentioned; 

and may, by its Declarations or Silence about it, 

help us, either to keep it from us, or, however, 

to get out of it, without offending God, our Re- 

ligion, or our Sovereign, if ever it ſhould pleaſe 

God to make it our Lot, that it ſhould happen 

TO Us. | 


I CHARA 
The Firit Part of the Diſcourſe, 


S to the firſt, our bleſi=d Saviour has writ 
nothing himſelt ; but, in his Life written 
by the Evangeliſts, we find him ſpeaking, chief- 
ly twice about Civil Government; and what he 
ſaid then, is the Source or Spring-head out of 
which all that his Apoſtles writ about it, upon 
occaſion afterwards, is taken and drawn out. 
Thus, long before, Socrates the wiſeſt of Hea- 
theniſh Philoſophers, writ nothing himſelf; and 
yet, by what he ſaid in his Life-time, left the 
Seeds and Grounds of the Platonick Sect, the beſt 
and moſt Chriſtian-like of any. 
The firſt thing which Chriſt ſaid about Civil Places of 
Government, was in anſwer to the inſidious e, Nen 


Queſtion put to him by W a and Hero- — 2 


dians, Government, 


Js — „ „ e Yy O wiyjy ws e ww 


m_—sd TY OY WE ew mas oy YT (Y } as 


18 Pleudarchomaſtixr. Chap. II. 
dians, about the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of 
their paying Tribute to the Roman Emperor. 
Marth. 22. Render, ſaid he, to Ceſar the things tohich are Ca- 
1. ſar 's, and to God the things that are God's. The 
| Feond time he ſpoke about it, was in his friend- 
Iy and noble Reprimand to P:late the Roman Go- 
vernour; when, after many Queſtions more to 
the purpoſe, he ask'd him a trifling one, Whence 
art thou? And, upon Chriſt's. giving him no An- 
ſwer, told him, he wonder'd that he did not /e 
to him; for he had Power to cruciſy him, and to 
Joh. 19.1 I. releaſe him. Thou could ſt have no Power at all a- 
gainſt me, ſaid our Saviour to him, except it were 
given thee from above. Theſe two Places are ge- 
neral and clear, and need no Commentary to ex- 
plain them. | 
1 Pet. 2.16. St. Peter and St. Jude make mention, in their 
5 Epiſtles, of ſome Sectaries in their Days, who 
Jud. 4. ſed their Liberty for a cloak of Maliciouſneſs; tur- 
ned the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs ,, and, a- 
2 Pet.2.10, Mong other lewd Doctrines and Practices, deſpiſed |. 
Jud. 8. Government, rejected Dominion, and ſpoke evil of | 
Dignities, Theſe Words give rational grounds 
to believe, that thoſe falſe Teachers and impure 
'Livers, among many other pernicious Errors, a- 
buſed the Doctrine of Grace and Chriſtian Liber- © 
ty, againſt Civil Governours ; and, carrying 
their ' Miſtakes farther than the Jews (who were 
generally averſe to the Roman Yoke, becauſe the 
Emperors were Heathens, and not Jews) ſet a- 
Jud.8. fide, and wholly rejected Civil Government; 
aberear. thought that it was abſolutely unlawful for Chri- 
ſtians to ſubmit to any, beſides that of Chriſt; | 
1 _ and, under that Pretence, ſpoke ill of Civil Ma- 
14 giſtrates of all ſorts. Thus have we ſeen, in our 
= - Days, whole Sects of Chriſtians, who own no o- 
! ther King but Jeſus; and who refuſing Subje- | 
ö ction even to Chriſtian Magiſtrates, hold — - , 
awful 


en I. Mt. ᷑ 0 Es. BE. is. AE Eon, Do Bo, FEE. Load 


Td. 


lawful for auy Chriſtian to bear Civil Rule over 


her,, ; | 

St. Paul, who knew this, as well as St. Peter 
and St. Jude, gives warning in his Epiſtles a- 
gainſt theſe Seducers, and does what in him lies, 
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to ſet Chriſtians right in this matter. He exhorts 1 Tim. 2. 
Timothy, that firi# of all Supplications, Prayers, I, 2 3» 


Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for all 


Men, for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, 


that the then Chriſtians might lead a quiet and 4 
peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; for 
this, ſays he, is good and acceptable in the ſight of 


God our Saviour. He charges Titus, to put thoſe Tit. 3. 1. 


under him in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 


and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be ready 


to every good Work. Aud more largely and par- 


ticularly he writes thus to the Romans: Let every Rom. 13. 
Soul be ſubje unto the higher Powers: For there us * 7. 


mo Power but of God; the Powers that be are or- 
dained of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſts the Pom- 


er, reſiſts the Ordinance of God; and they that re- 


ſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. For Ru- 
lers are not a Terror to good Works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? Do that 
which 1s good , and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the 
Jame : For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for he bears not the Sword in vain; for he is the Mi- 
niſter of God , a Revenger to execute Wrath upon 
him that does evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be 
ſubject, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience- 
ſake. For, for this cauſe pay you Tribute alſo ; for 
they are God's Miniſters attending continually upon 
this very thing. Render therefore to all their Dues: 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to twhom 


Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Ho- 


Nour. 
And St. Peter, much to the ſame purpoſe, in 
another place addreſſes in theſe words the Eaſtern 
1 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians of his Days. Submit your ſelves to e- 
very Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake ; whe- 
ther it to be the King as ſupreme or unto Gover- 
nours, 4s unto them that are fent by him, for the 
puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them 
that do tell : For ſo is the Will of God, that with 
well doing you may put to ſilence the Ignorance of 
fooliſh Men. As free, and not uſing your Liberty 
for a cloak of Maliciouſneſs; but as the Servants of 
God. Honour all Men, love the Brotherhood, fear 
God; honour the King. | 
To find ont the right ſenſe of all theſe Places, 
I think it highly reaſonable to explain the one by 
the other : (The Apoſtles who writ them, living 
at the ſame time, being inſpired by the ſame Spi- 
rit, and having the ſame falſe Teachers and He- 


reticks to oppofe, and warn the then Chriſtians 


againſt ) eſpecially St. Perer in one place, by 
St. Peter in another. And whoſoever thus pre- 
pared, and rationally difpoſed in mind, reads at- 


x Per.2. 13. tentively the laſt quoted Places of St. Peter and 


St. Paul, will caſily perceive, that they aim at the 
fame thing, and are written to the fame purpoſe 
with that of St. Jude, and that of St. Peter firſt. 


2 Pet. a. 10. quoted. Only St. Peter names Governours ſent by 


Pet. 2.13. 


the King, as well as the King himſelf as ſupreme; 
becauſe he writes to thoſe Chriſtians, that lived 
far from Rome, and were governed by Deputies 
in the Emperor's Name. Whereas St. Paul, wri- 


ting to the Inhabitants of Kome in particular, 


names only the Higher Powers; meaning the Em- 
peror, who made his Reſidence at Rome. And 
farther, whereas St. Paul affirms Higher Powers 
to be of God; to be ordained of God; to be the 
Ordinance of God; St. Peter calls both the King or 
Emperor, and his Governours, the Ordinance of 
Man: not in oppoſition to St. Paul, or to our 
Saviour, who expreſly tells Plate, that he had 
his Power from above; but either, becauſe ſome- 

times 
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times Magiſtrates are made and choſen by Ae, 
as the Roman ones were of old; and in Elective 
Kingdoms, and ſome Commonwealths, they are 
to this day ; or becauſe they belong to Mer, and 
were ordained of God, for Men's Uſe and Ad- 
vantage. . | 

But, in the main, the two Apoſtles, St. Paul 
and St. Peter, had the ſame Men and Errors be- 
fore their Eyes, which St. Jade had, in both 
places, when they writ their Epiſtles. St. Jude 
charges thoſe Seducers and «ungodly Men with be- 
ing crept in unawares, turning the Grace of God Jud. 4. 
into Laſciviouſneſs, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And St. Peter calls 
them falſe Teachers, who privily brought in dam 2 Pet. 2.1. 
nable Hereſies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them And intimates in the firſt quoted place, 
that they abuſed their Chriſtian Liberty or Free- 1 Pet.2.16. 
dom, for a cloak of Maliciouſneſs. Which Expreſ- 
ſions are viſibly to the ſame ſenſe, and mark out 
the ſame falſe Teachers. 

And as for St. Paul, he does in many places of Rom. 6. 7, 
his Epiſtles argue againſt them, that abuſed the 7, 15, 18. 
Grace of God, and their Chriſtian Liberty to ſin; 8. 2. 
as if the Goſpel had freed Men from their Obli- 

* gation to Vertne and good living, as well as 

from the Law of Moſes : Whereas, quite contra- 

ry, the Deſign of that gracious Religion, was, 

=: chiefly, to free them from Sin. And in the Tir. 2. 12. 

Place to the Romans, he calls reſiſting or oppoſing Rom. 13.1, 

the Power, what St. Peter and St. Jude call de- | 

| ſpiſing Dominion, or rejetting Government; for no 

bother Reſiſtance was made then; that in queſtion 

now a-days was not ſo much as thought on. And 

as St. Peter would have the Chriſtians of his time 

to honour the King, inſtead of ſpeaking evil of Dig- 

nities, and deſpiſing Dominion; ſo does St. Paul 

charge the Romans , to render Honour to whom 

Honour is due; meaning, no doubt, thoſe very 
B 3 8 
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Powers, to whom he had before commanded them 
to be ſubject. And by enjoining every Soul to be 
ſubjet# to the higher Powers, he viſibly includes 
Chriſtians, as well as Heathens, or Jews; con- 
trary to the Error of thoſe Hereticks, who taught, 
that Chriſtians were freed by Chriſt from Obedi- 
ence to Civil Magiſtrates, tho* other Men might 
ſtill be ſubje& to them. And by telling them, 
they mut needs be ſubject for Conſcience ſake, he 
tacitly ſhews, that thoſe falſe Teachers pleaded 
Conſcience and Religion, for their pretended Free- 
dom and Immunity from Subjection to the Civil 
Magiſtrate. a 
Thoſe Words of St. Paul, every Soul, are ge- 
nerally preſs'd againſt the Pope, and againſt the 
 Romiſh Clergy, as to their pretended Exemption | 
from Submiſſion to Civil Powers. But they were 
levelled, by the Apoſtle, at other Perſons, even 
the falſe Teachers of thoſe Days, ſo lively de- 
ſcribed by St. Peter and St. Jude, who pleaded 


Immunity from Civil Obedience, on the account 


of their being Chriſtians. It is true, thoſe fa- 
mous Words reach as well now the Pope, and 
his Clergy , as they did then thoſe Hereticks ; 
becauſe their Error, and pretended Exemption 


from Civil Obedience, is much of the ſame na- 
ture. So do they alſo reach Fifth-Monarchy- 


men; and thoſe Anabaptiſts and Quakers, who 
follow their Errors, in denying Obedience to Ci- 


vil Powers; nay, looking on them as abſolutely 


unlawful. 


Freed from Theſe things being ſo, it is plain, that thoſe 


Places of the New Teſtament which I have quo- | 


pretations. ted; eſpecially the Place of St. Paul, Rom. 13. l. 


and that of St. Peter, 1 Pet. 2. 13. are often 
 wreſted and drawn aſide, this way and that way, 
to ſerve Men's Turns, in their Miſtakes and fri- 
volous Diſputes about Civil Government: whillt | 
the genuine Senſe and Deſign of them is paſt | 
. 8 oy La 
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over unregarded. Some do threaten, at every 
turn, with eternal Damnation all. Perſons what- 
ſoever, Who ſhall uſe any means, in any Caſe. 
whatſoever, to get Eaſe, even under arbitrary 
Powers, and tyrannical Princes, backing demon- 
ſtratively, as they think, this Menace of theirs, 
by St. Paul's . Expreſſions 3 Wheoſoever reſiſts the 
Power, reſiſts the Ordinance of God, and they that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: And 
ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcience ſake. And yet that ſort of 
Reſiſtance they mean, namely to tyrannical Prin- 
ces, was not at all in St. Paul's Mind; but one 
of a very different Nature, even aa abſolute and 


| total Rejection of all Civil Powers. Others point- 
blank, oppoſite to the former, do perpetually - 
urge St. Peter's Expreſſion, who calls Kings, and 
their Governours, the Ordinance of Man: As if 
= Civil Magiſtrates, of all ſorts, were human In- 
ſtitutions, and the Creatures of the People; and 
. might, conſequently, be ſet up, and put down, 


apprehended, examined, tried, judged, condem- 
ned, and put to death, by the Juſtice, or rather 
[njuſtice of the People : And, as if all arbitrary 
and tyrannical Power was a crying Sin in Magi- 
ſtrates only; but the inherent natural Right of Sub- 


jects. And yet I have clearly ſhewed, that St. Pe- 
ter's Expreſſion does not contradict St. Paul's, 
who calls the Higher Powers the Ordinance of God; 
or our Saviour's, who tells Pilate, he had his 
Power from above, The Quinquennium Neronts 

is taken hold of by others, to evade St. Pauls 


dreaded Expreſſions ( tho', in truth, they are 
harmleſs, as well as St. Peter's, to either Party, 
as to the Caſe in queſtion), They own that 
good Princes, ſuch as Nero was, when St. Paul 
writ to the Romans, ought not to be reſiſted upon 
pain of Damnation : But as for wicked Princes 


and Tyrants, they think St. Paul does not in- 
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clude them; and that therefore they may be re- 
ſiſted, notwithſtanding the Severity of his Threat. 
But it would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to prove that St. Paul writ his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans in Nero's firſt five Years : And much more, 
to ſhew, that St. Peter, who ſpeaks much to the 
ſame purpoſe, writ his firſt Epiſtle within the 
ſame Period of Time: And tho' both could be 
proved, yet all would not avail ; becauſe our 
Saviour , who lived under Niberins', a very ill 
Prince from firſt to laſt, ſpeaks alſo to the ſame 
purpoſe; or rather gives the Text, of which his 
Apoſtles are but Ex poſitors. We are frequent- 
ly murthered with anather to the ſame, and told 
by new refined Politicians, that St. Paul writ un- 
der a heatheniſh Government, the Religion of 
- Which was ſettled by the Law of the Land ; and 
that Chriſtians, who had no Toleration for theirs, N 
might therefore not reſiſt: But that in a Chriſti- 
an Kingdom it is far otherwiſe ; That Chriſtia- 
nity being by Law eſtabliſh'd, if the Prince ſhall * 
attempt, contrary to Law, to alter it, he may 


law fully be reſiſted —— anda deal more to the 


ſame purpoſe. I wonder they do not offer to 
prove, that the Prince may be reſiſted, becauſe 
St. Paul forbids to reſiſt him: Or obtrude upon 


the World with the Author of a late printed 


Speech, that at the Reformation they came every 
where to ſay, that Kings had their Powers from 
God; whereas in the Times of Popery, it was a 
Tenet; that they held their Crowns of the Church, 
and at the Pope's Mercy. For St. Paul, who , 
writ long before, either the Reformation, or e- 
ven the Papal Power, ſays in terminis, that there 
25 no Power but of God; That Fowers are ordained 
of God, and the Ordinance of God. And the Kings 
of France, no Favourers to the Reformation, do, 
as well as Proteſtant Princes , ſtile: themſelves | 
Rings, not by the Pope's Mercy, but by the Grace | 
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of God; which is fully equivalent to St, Paul's 
Expreſſion, and plainly overthrows the Aſſertion 
of that Speaker. What will not Men ſay, to 
ſupport their Opinions, whatever they are; in- 
ſtead of examining more narrowly , both their 
Opinions, and the Arguments they ſupport them 
withal; and calling to help this Chriſtian Maxim, 
to aſſiſt them in getting rid of Difficulties 3 that 
it is far better and nobler, to own and retract a 
Miſtake, than to perſiſt in it, out of a preten- 
ded Point of Honour. They ought, however, 
in doubtful Caſes, not clearly decided in Scri- 
pture, to let the Scripture alone, which has done 
them no harm, nor any ways incurred their Diſ- 
pleaſure, ſo as it ſhould deſerve to be thus by 
them wreſted : And ſetting aſide their Enquiries, 
honeſtly and frankly to own their Ignorance 3 
to be quiet themſelves; and to let the Publick be 


% ſo too: Inſtead of diſputing and arguing, about 
unknown things, and uſing nothing but Suppo- 
ſitions, Probabilities, and precarious or falſe 


Reaſons. 

For my part, I am far from going about, to 
decide any ſuch Matters and Queſtions. I am la- 
bouring quite the contrary way; and I would 
fain perſuade Men, to give over writing and diſ- 


puting about them, eſpecially from theſe Places 
of Scripture. For, whoever ſhall] impartially 
conſider the Circumſtances of the Church in thoſe 
> Days; and what pernicious Errors were, even ſo 


early, ſprung up, particularly about Grace and 
Chriſtian Liberty; and the enormous Licenſes, 
which thoſe Hereticks took, both in their Tea- 
ching and Living: Eſpecially their refuſing Obe- 
dience to Civil Magiſtrates, their wholly rejecting 
and ſetting them aſide ; their deſpiſing them and 


ſpeaking ill of them , which they are expreſsly 


charged with by St. Peter and St. Jude; inſtead 
of ſubmitting to them, as St. Peter would have 
| | them; 
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them; and inſtead of being ſubject to them, of o- 
beying them, and praying for them, as St. Paul 

ſitively commands them to do. Whoever, I 
ſay, ſhall ſerioully conſider theſe things without 
any Prepoſſeſſion; and wilt but carry his mind 
back to thoſe early Times, and the then Chri- 
ſtian Countries; and forget, for a while, the 
Times and Places he lives in; and their Circum- 
ſtances, both in Church and State; and ſhal! 
then, as fairly and impartially compare Things 
and Queſtions : will eaſily. ſee, that, if we ex- 
_ cept the Errors of Fifth-Monarchy-men, and their 
Followers; and thoſe of the Pope, and his Cler- 
gy ; which are much of the ſame Nature, with 
thoſe of the then Hereticks ; other Queſtions a- 
bout Civil Government, are not, at all, touch'd 
or named in theſe Places of Scripture. And more 
particularly, that the Caſe of Reſiſtance or Non- 


reſiſtance to Higher Powers, as it is, at this time, 


ſtated, that 1s, only under arbitrary Powers, and 


tyrannical Princes; does differ toto calo from that 


in the Apoſtles Days. The one being about the 
utter Unlawfulneſs of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, and 
the Obedience paid to them, on any account 
whatſoever. And the other owning the Law- 


fulneſs of both in general; and only diſputing 


about the degrees of Prerogative in the Prince, 
and of Liberty and Property in the Subject: And 
inquiring, what Remedy may be had, in caſe 
_ be incroach'd upon, or attempted, by the 
Other. 1 
Theſe Things neither Chriſt, nor his Apo- 
ſtles had in their Eye, nor have, in the leaſt, 


decided; or ſo much as named: But have left 


them, wholly, to human Prudence, and the ſe- 
veral Conſtitutions, of the ſeveral Kingdoms and 
Republicks in the World; to be, as Time and 
Place, and other Circumſtances could beſt di- 
rect, ſeverally ſettled and eſtabliſh'd, altered and 
| changed 
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changed; redreſs'd, corrected, and amended, by 
the Laws of every People and Nation: without 


any other Guide in ſo doing, than Reaſon and 
Religion in general, againſt which nothing, in 


any Caſes, ought to be done, or attempted. 


27 


And thus, in Church. Government, Chriſt has 


ſettled but ſome main things; the different Or- 


ders of his Miniſters, and their ſeveral Powers: 
The Submiſhon due to them, by their Flocks ; 
the Communion of all Chriſtians 3 their Unity 


in Faith and Chriſtian Love, Cc. leaving it to 


his Church, in ſucceeding Ages, to eſtabliſh ſe- 


verally, in ſeveral Countries, the outward Rites, 


Diſcipline, and Face of it; as they ſhould, in 
Chriſtian Prudence, think moſt fitting, and moſt 


2 tending to Edification. 


But we muſt not too much wonder, that theſe 


politick Caſes ; and that every one ſhould draw 


them to his ſide: when we ſee a whole Book of 


it, the Revelation of St. John, to be daily made 
a Property, by the Interpreters of it ; every one 
being willing that the Prophecies of that Book 
ſhould be fulfilled in his Time, in his Country, 
and to his Humour; and accordingly applying 


them, as he thinks, moſt agreeable to his Scheme, 
without ever ſo much as conſidering the Times, 
in which it was written; how few in number the 
poor orthodox Chriſtians were in thoſe Days; 

how malicious, againſt them, the Jews and the 
 & Judaizing Chriſtians ; how potent and cruel the 


Heathens, in the midſt of whom they lived : 
And that it is highly reaſonable to think, that 
the Spirit of God, rather had a regard to thoſe 
formidable and inveterate Enemies, and foretold 
their Deſtruction, after the various Sufferings 
and Perſecutions of the Primitive and Infant- 
Church; than to things, far more remote from 


thoſe early Days, and far leſs conſiderable. But 
5-3 it 


And by the 


b, few Places of Scripture ſhould be miſapplied, in h the Re. 
velation of 


St. John. 


Firs gene- 
ral Rule 4- 
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it is enough that theſe Interpreters have viſibly 
been miſtaken hitherto; eſpecially within theſe 
hundred Years laſt paſt; and ſober Men will 
hardly, for that reaſon, give any credit, for the 
future, to any, that might afreſh entertain the 
Publick with his Interpretations, of that difficult 
and obſcure Book. | 


CHAP. III. 
The Second Part of the Diſcourſe, 


H* 5s thus given the true and genuine Senſe 


of the chief Places of the New Teſtament, | 
in which mention is made of Civil Government 
in general. I come, in the ſecond place, to draw 
from them, ſome fundamental Rules belonging 


to every particular Civil Government, and equal- 
ly applicable to them all. For tho', neither 


Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles did, in the leaſt, deſ- 


cend to Particulars ; but left them as they found 
them ; becauſe they were the work of Men, and 
might be framed and modelled, ſeverally, by 


human Prudence: yet the Generals, being the 
Work of God and unalterable, and to be the 
ſame, at all Times, in all Places, and under all 
_ Circumſtances; they thought fit and neceſſary, | 
we ſhould be diſtinctly informed about them, as 
we are of other Chriſtian Doctrines, and Chri- 


{tian Duties. | 


The frſt of theſe fundamental Rules is, that 


Civil Government is from God, and ordained or 
inſtituted by him; and not contrived, invented, 
or ſet up, at pleaſure, by the People. Our Sa- 
viour tells Pilate in expreſs Terms, that his 


Grd, mt Power-was given him from above, tho' he hid it 
from Har; hy Commiſſion, from Tiberius the then Emperor. 


And, 


nen 


* 
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And, if that did not make Pilate to have bis 
Power from Man; the Man that gave it could 
not be the Original of it, neither in himſelf, nor 
in his Deputy ; but both had it from God ; the 
Emperor more immediately ; and the Deputy 
more mediately , thro' the Emperor's Favour. 
And had the Romans choſen Tiberius, as freely, 
as they did their chief Magiſtrates, in the Times 


of their Commonwealth; his Power had, for all 


that, been from God, not from them ; notwith- 


| ſtanding their Choice and free Election. 


Nero, one of the following Emperors, had the 
very ſame Power which Tiberius had before; and 
yet St. Paul, who lived in his time, ſays, that 
he was ordained of God; calls him the Ordinance 
of God, and the Miniſter of God. And, by uni- 


ving any hand at all, in ordaining and inſticu- 


ting Civil Government. And tho' St. Peter, as 


I obſerved, calls both Kings and their Governours 
the Ordinance of Man; yet they are both, for all 
that, the Ordinance of God in the firſt place. 


Senate were alſo all dead : which Suppoſition, 


tho' wild, and but barely poſſible, does not at all 
Z prejudice this fundamental Rule, that all Civil 


Power is from God ; and therefore ſhall be made, 
by my free conſent, by any Man that pleaſes. 
Let it even be ſuppoſed, that a number of Men, 


in a Ship, are caſt away on an unknown uninha- 


bited 


2 


29 


verſally affirming, that there is no Power but of 
God, he does peremptorily bar any Man or Men, 
Prince and Subjects, King and People, from ha- 


Men may chuſe their Kings and Governours, it Exen in po- 
is true, and often do, as in Elective Kingdoms Pr Ele- 
and Commonwealths: And might chuſe their ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate, according to Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, even where the Kingdom is Succeſſive, if 
it ſhould happen that the whole Royal Family 
were extinct. The very common People might 
chuſe him, on Suppoſition the Nobles and the 


ions; 


Eren in the 
ut meſt caſe 


of them. 


Not in Man. Power is ſo far from being given by Man; that? 


bited place; all independent one from another; 
1y free, and ungoverned on all accounts. In ſuch 


into ſome Community, and chuſe a Magiſtrate or- 


fidently urged by ſome People) this very Ordi- 


utmoſt that Men, in their Civil Capacity, ca 


Man has Power over his own Life; no Man ca} 


teſt Crime. Suppoſe he has committed the moſl 
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no way related one to another; and, conſequent- 
a Caſe, they might, no doubt, frame themſelves, 


Magiſtrates out of the multitude, as they could 
agree among themſelves. But even in this ut- 
molt Caſe (which, yet, is ſo ſtrongly and con- 


nance of Man, would, for all that, be the Ordi- 
nance of God; and all the Civil Power of ſuch# 
Magiſtrates be of God; ſince St. Paul ſays, there 
is zo ſuch Power but of God. God, it is true, 
could not be ſaid to chuſe ſuch Magiſtrates imme- 
diately , as he did Moſes, Joſhuab, and David; 
but their Power would ſtill be as much from God, 
in the main, as Moſes's, Foſhuah's, and David's 
Power was. BY 2 

The eſſential and fundamental Power of any 
Magiſtrate or Ruler, when he is ſupreme, or 2 
higher Power, is, certainly, to puniſh evil doers, | 
and to be 4 Revenger upon him that does evil; and 
this, not only with leſſer Puniſhments, but wit 
the capital one, the loſs of Life, which is th 


loſe. This was expreſsly allowed and given, b 
God, to Moſes, to Foſhuah, to the Judges, and 
to the Kings of the Jews; and exerciſed by them 
upon occaſion; and no Man denies it to ſupreme: 
Magiſtrates now, of what ſort ſoever. But this 


Man has it not even in his own Caſe; no, not 
tho' he were left alone, by himſelf, in tha 
World, as Adam once lived alone in it. Na 


8 — boots, feed — 


lawfully kill himſelf, no, not for the very grea 


heinous Sin; he may, indeed, humble himſelf 
for it before God; and puniſh himſelf by FaſtingY, 
* | and 
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and Labour, by Watching, by Stripes, by Soli- 

tude and Darkneſs; and by what elſe he ſhall 

think fit, in order to move God to forgive him. 

But, ſtill, his Life excepted, which having re- 

© ceived from God, on condition of preſerving it 

for his Service; be cannot deprive himſelf of it, 

but by God's ſpecial Command ; without being 

a Felo de ſe, and guilty of the worſt of Mur- 

I thers. And if no Man has Power over his own 

Life, much leſs has he any, over the Life of ano- 

ther, even his own Child, or Slave. For, tho” Exod. 21. 

rue. in ſome Heatheniſh Countries, formerly, Fathers 20. 
and Maſters had it allowed them, by the Law of 

; the Land ; ſuch Rights, tho' without the reach 

„of Civil Puniſhment; yet, put in execution, 

; would be reckoned, among Chriſtians, perfect 
Murthers. Aud if Man has no ſuch Right him- 

ſelf; ſure, he cannot give or transfer it to others; 

no, not to any Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates. And, 

were it not, that they act in God's Name, and But in God 

by his Order and Commiſſion; all Executions, “e. 

tho' never ſo much according to Law, to the 

Law of the Land, would be no better than 

ſo many formal and pompous Murthers. They 

are Revengers, lays St. Paul : But Vengeance be- Deut. 32. 

longing ſolely to God; they muſt be fo, by 3s. 

his Commiſſion whoſe Vengeance is; and with- Plat. 94. r. 

ne out it no Man could avenge , either himſelf or 0 12. 

bid Jothers. Heb, 10.30. 

had Whether God did firſt give this Power of Life GiventyGod 

wh gand Death, over Criminals, to Noah; and inſti- Gen. 9. 6. 

he tuted the firſt Civil Magiſtrates, only after the, _— 

Na Flood, is not very material to inquire or decide; har 

= ſince there remains none of the ante-diluvian Fa- 
milies; and Civil Government is fully ſettled 

now, all the World over. But this is certain, 

that whatever lawful Executions, by putting 

Criminals to death, were ever made, they who 

directed and ordered them, had, from God, their 

Power 
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is, all this notwithſtanding, ſtill the Aboifter 0 


the leaſt, give it: much leſs can it be ſaid, that 


The State 
of Nature. 


Power for ſo doing. Therefore, even in the moſt 
popular Elections, tho? the Man is choſen by the 
People, yet the Magiſtrate is, moſt certainly, or- 


that gives him the Sword, and Power of Life and 
Death, even when he is named and choſen by the 
People, and moſt freely and voluntarily ſubmit- 


Pſeudarchomaſtixr, Chap. III 
dained and impowered, by God alone. It is God} 


ted to by them: And tho' he be the Ordinance offi 
Man, that is, choſen and named by, Man, and 
for the uſe of Man, in St. Peter's Senſe ; yet he 


God, and the Ordinance of God, in that of St. Paul, 
which I am endeayouring to aſſert and explain. 
It is with the People, even in the moſt popular 
Elections, as it is with Women in caſe of Mar- 
riage: They may chuſe the Man; but it is God 
alone that makes him the H usband and the Head 
of the Woman: And were it not for God's holy 
Inſtitution of Matrimony, the moſt decent and 
lawful ARQs of it, would be no better than im- 
pure mixtures. And, if even in the utmoſt, 
caſe, that can be ſuppoſed, the Power of the Ma- 
giſtrate comes from God; and Man does not, in 


0 
{ 
{ 
\ 
] 
( 
{ 
| 
( 
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he does, in Kingdoms Succeſſive, and of a very 
long duration: And that for Inſtance, the Power 
of our Kings and Queens in this Nation, is any 
ways owing to, or derived from, the People; 
who have nothing to do, now, even with the 
Choice, or Nomination of them. 4 
Methinks theſe plain Places of Scripture, andl 

as plain matters of Fact, which I have produced 
might be ſufficient to ſatisfy Men in this Point 
But ſome People will not ſee at Noon-day ; nay 
rather than ſee, will ſhut their Eyes when thei 
Sun ſhines. Without minding theſe poſitive audi 
expreſs Declarations of our Saviour, and off 
St. Paul, about the Original of Civil Power; or; 
it may be, in oppoſition to them; the Original 
Contract 


Chap. III. Pſeudarchomatix, 
Contract is preſs'd, as a thing ſelf-evident; and 
without diſpute. We live now, it is true, ſay 
„they, in the State of ſettled Government; but, 
who firſt ſettled and made it, but the people ? 
In the State of Nature, which ſurely was before 
© Government, all Men were free and independent, 
i and by free Conſent and Choice they made Ma- 
giſtrates, and gave them ſuch and ſuch Powers, 
Fas ſeemed good for the common Welfare. And 
this appears by the Original Contract, between the 
Magiſtrate and the People; by which the People 
makes ſtill the Magiſtrate in many Places; ties 
him to ſuch and ſuch Rules, by Conditions and 
Oaths ; and ties himſelf likewiſe by Oaths, and 
by a free and formal Surrender of his Liberty. 
500 And tho' Magiſtrates may be Succeſſive in moſt 
end places, yet they are ſtill the Work of the Peo- 
oly® ple, becauſe one time or other, heretofore, made 
ind ſo by them. This plainly ſhews, that Govern- 
ment is a mutual and free Agreement between 
- Magiſtrates and Subjects; for thoſe to rule by 
ſuch and ſuch Directions, and for theſe to obey 
in ſuch and ſuch Caſes. And this Original Con- 
tract cannot be of any other nature, than other 
human Contracts; which are freely, and at plea- 
ſure made by the Parties concerned; and which 
"equally bind them both; and are a mere Act of 
je: their free Choice. 
the In anſwer to this, I might not allow of this 
2 Utopian Suppoſition, called the State of Nature; 
which has no Being but in the Fancy of them 
who urge it; ſince Men ever were civilly gover- 
ned, by God's Appointment, ſome way or other. 
But let i It paſs, as well as the Caſe of the Ship» . 
wrack'd People, thrown oa an unknown Strand, 
and forming themſelves into a Civil Government. 
I fay that, for all this, the Power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, is ſtill given him by God, and not by 


the People, even the People, that chuſes him- 
CG The 
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The Origi- The ſame God, that gave the Magiſtrate Power 
3 over the Lives of others, when Malefactors, made 
e. nt alſo the Civil and Original Contract betwoen him 
; and his Subjects: And the Coronation-Oath, as 
well as the Oath of Allegiance, were made in 
Heaven, before they were written or taken upon 7 
Earth ; and neither Magiſtrate, nor People, had 
any hand at all in it. (I mean, as to the Subſtance 
of it; for, as to ſome particular Circumſtances, X 
1 they may vary in different Places, as Men ſee 
fit.) It is God that ties the Magiſtrate, as well | 
| as the People: And tho' the Breach of the Ori- 
ginal Contract, on either ſide, does affect the 
other, and often grievouſly ; yet it affects God 
much more, and offends him in chief, and in the 
firſt place. And as the People rebelling reſifs 
the Ordinance of God; ſo does the King by car- * 
rying his Power farther, than God, in the Origi- 
nal Contract, does allow, violate and tranſgreſs 
the ſame Ordinance. It is here, again, as in 
Marriage; if either Party breaks the Conjugal 
Faith, great Offence, indeed, is given to the o- 
ther; but God is offended, in chief, by having 
his ſacred Inſtitution broken and abuſed. This 
double Truth David well underſtood, when ha- 
ving done Uriah. a double Injury, both as a | 
 Husband, by defiling his Bed, and as a Subject, 
by cauſing him to be ſlain by the Ammonites; yet 
Y owns his chief Offence to have been againſt God, 
Paal. 51. 4. in both regards; again thee, thee only have ] ſin- 
Wil ned. Which plainly ſhews, that when the Ori- 
inal Contract between King and People, is bro- 
= on either ſide, tho' it may grievouſly affect 
the other; yet the Party chiefly offended is God. 
And if David ſays, again# thee only; the offen- 
ding ſide may well ſay, againſt thee chiefly I have 
ſinned. And if it be replied, that as a Woman 
may chuſe whether ſhe will marry at all, or no ; 
ſo might the People at firſt chuſe a Magiſtrate, 
or 


4 4 IT ERS 


— — — a. me — — - _ — — 
ͤ—— — —— 8 


— 
— 


- — — 2 a 
— — . ͤEm! N re 
— * . * =yy * ew 
21 — a — 
— . ü . nr, 
8 — = * 


= — — 


2 rod 4 1 — = ws — 2 n wa 5 — 8 8 nn 2 =o _— 
- 2 Py * * > — 4 . — <4 . - BY — - 
2 — _ — = . —— — — — — — + — 
„ e —— ME r — = - 
. * 5 * — & — » * — * — =S wy” > — — _ - 
_— — <4 vw a — ww Pe — So + m—_—_— _ ow . — — >. — * 1 — 2 we 
— Derm WP BR "on — 1 = W £ 
- 


Chap. Il. Pfeudarchomattix, 35 


je or live without him; as in other Civil Contracts, 
mn he may make them or let them alone, fell or not 
ſell, buy or not buy, for inſtance: And that m 


ya *ſuch Contracts, tho' never ſo free, and which 
n might have been let alone, God is alſo chiefly 
4 offended, when they are broken; as well as in 


ivil Government, when it is abuſed, either by 
the Magiſtrate, or the People: That therefore 


e my Argument is not conclufive. 1 anſwer, that 
11 there is this difference between other Civil Con- 
i. tracts and this, That this cannot be let alone, 
« tho' others may; God having made it neceſſary; 


and ordained from the beginning of the World, 
hat ſome ſhould rule and others be ruled; by 
eaſon, that the World could not ſubſiſt, with- 
but Civil Government : And St. Paul's Sayings, 
that all Power is from God, that the Civil Powers 
ere ordained of God; and that Men muſt needs be 
ſubject, being eternal and unalterable Truths, as 
1 Jong as the World endures. I hope the Original 
Contract will now give way to God, as popular 
leftions did before, and leave him in poſſeſſion 
f his being the ſole Author of Civil Power in 
agiſtrates. 
And if the People did not give them their See 
Civil Power; it neceſſarily follows, that they have S_ Nes 
none over them or their Perſons, to call them to b tried 
an account before a Court of their own erecting; by the Peo- 
and to make them anſwer, as Pilate did Jeſus ; Ne. 
and try them for their Lives, as Malefactors are 
tried. For God gives the Sword, and the Teſti- 
nony or Book to the Magiſtrate alone, and, by no 
eans, and in no caſe, to the People. It is in 
od's Name that the Prince rules by the one, 
and puniſhes by the other. All the Courts in his 
Dominions, both Civil and Criminal, are kept 
Wi his Name. And unleſs God ſhould ſend from 
Heaven a ſpecial Commiſſion, to any Man or 
Men; I cannot ſee how any Perſon or Perſons, 
C 2 may, 
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may, with any juſtice, or any colour of it, go i 
about, ſo much as to confine him, much leſs to | 
try him formally, and leaſt of all, to take his 
Life from him. Even he himſelf, with all his 
Power, and the Sword in his hand, has no Right! 
to take away any Man's Life, that is not his Sub- 
ject, either born or equivalent; tho' for never 
ſo great a Crime, and never ſo fully proved. 
And ſhall Subjects, who can ſhew no Commiſſion 
at all for it; and who, of all Men, ought leaſt 
to pretend to it; dare to apprehend as a Male-j 
factor; to try, condemn, and put to death, him 
who, alone in his Dominions, has God's Power 
in his hands; to execute Malefactors, juſtly con- 
demned ? God forbid. It was, it is true, once 
done in this Land, to the Offence of all good 
Men, and to the eternal Shame of the Actors inf 
that diſmal Tragedy. But, as the Son of God 
died once, and can die no more: fo, I hope, ſuch 1 
a ſingular unparallel'd-Parricide will never be more 1 
attempted. Compared to which, even the Bary 
barouſneſs of the Fanizaries in Turky, who ſtran 
gle their Kings; whea they do not like them, ma 

be called an Act of Grace. | 
The ſecond The ſecond fundamental Rule, about Civi 
Rule. Government, mentioned in Scripture, is, that it 
Civil Ge- Was inſtituted by God, for the Good and Benefit fc 
weramennt of Mankind; and, by no means, either for the ge 
for tbe gad Greatneſs of the Magiſtrate, or the Oppreſſion oi 
Ay Ter the People. St. Pau calls the Higher Powers offi 
d his Time, the Miniſters of God to their Subject 
for Good; for their Good and Advantage, nd! 
doubt, and not for their Miſery and Ruin. Hah! 
ſays farther, that they are Revengers to executPt 
Wrath; the Wrath of God, and, in God's Name! 
the juſt Wrath of the Higher Powers themſelycsY* 
when their Laws ſhall be broken and abuſed bh 
them that do evil. And St. Peter affirms , that 
both Kings and Governour; are ordained for th 
puniſhmen 
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go puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them 

to that do well. I preſs'd „ Expreſſions, before, 
his Eto ſhew that Magiſtrates had their Power from 
his God; and I preſs them now to prove, for what 
zht end, and to what purpoſe, how far, and in what 
1b- meaſure they have it. 
ver As when God Almighty, from whom all Power g, gb, 
ed. comes, and in whom alone it does originally re- Deſign and 
jon Wide, was pleaſed to inſtitute Civil Governours; £xa77/2. 
aſtWe made them ſo, by communicating to them a 
le- Ray and a Share of his Power; ſo he gave them 
.imMhat Power in what degree and meaſure he thought 
vert; and thus far they have it, and no farther, 
on-MAnd no wonder, that the Civil Power ſhould be 
ncefconfined to Civil Actions, and even in them re- 
odftrained by Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy: ſince 
s in Bod himſelf is pleaſed to bind us, by his Laws, 
z3od@nly in our moral Capacities, and leaves us free 
ach in our natural Actions: And even where he gives 
ore us ſtricteſt Laws, they are all juſt and merciful, 
ind good. Therefore to think of unbounded 
ower in human Magiſtrates, is to dream of a 
hing chimerical and impoſſible. For, in the firſt ci 
lace, Magiſtrates have no Power at all over 7*aches mr 
heir Subjects, in their natural or private Actions; he 5 
o as to direct and order them, how they ſhall, 
efit for inſtance, rule their Families; imploy them- 

the ſelves this or that way; ſtudy or work, in this 
1 o!Þr that Trade; converſe with their Friends, or 
; offſi've ſolitary and retired : Theſe, the Civil Con- 
etWrat does not reach, and was not intended to 
nWdridge or controul; and Men are, in them, in- 
HEirely left to themſelves, and their own free Li- 
cartWPerty and Pleaſure. Again, as to Religion the Nor Res 
meWlagiſtrate has no Right, to force upon his Sub- Sin; 
veshhects which he pleaſes. And, tho' the Laws of 

bſßhe Land ſhould forbid that, which ſome of them 
-haWnay think to be the true; yet even in ſuch a 
theſe, he ought either to let them go away peacea- 
nen 798 bly; 
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bly; or, at leaſt, to let them ſerve God in theit 
Hearts, and Retirements, as their Conſcience di- 
rects them; and no ways, on that account, mo- 
leſt them, ſo long as, otherwiſe, they are loyal 
Is not abſo. and faithful Subjects. And even in their Civil 
lutte in civil Capacities, Subjects are not at the arbitrary Plea- 
thines, ſure of the Civil Powers, no, not of the higheſt 
and the ſupreme. If they are not evil doers, 
they cannot juſtly be puniſ d, or ill uſed : And; 

if they do ell, they have juſt grounds to ex- 

pet their ſhare in the Prince's Favour and Praiſe ; 

every one according to his Station and Degree. 
But ſtin- Princes and Kings, or any other Magiſtrates, 
wy by Scri- are perfectly miſtaken, if they think, that God 
Bice Ve gave them their Civil Power over their Subjects, 
Mercy, for their own particular Advantage; and to be 
arbitrary or deſpotick, that is, Lord it over the 
People, at their bare Will and Pleaſure. Such af 
Jer. 19. 5. thing never came into God's mind; he never® 
thought, in the leaſt, of it; never /pake it; and * 
he does, in many Places of Scripture, declare di- 
rectly to the contrary. He knew beſt what 
Power to give to Princes, and in what meaſure; 
even like to that which he would have uſed, had 
he governed Men immediately himſelf. And by 
ruling them at firſt, by Fathers and Patriarchs, 

he ſuthciently ſhewed that his Intention was, that} 
Princes ſhould rule their Subjects with the Love, 
Care, and Tenderneſs of a Father; that they 
might be reſpeted and obeyed by them, with 
the Regard and Duty of Children. Which plain - 
Iy implies, that it is not only the Duty and Obli- 
gation of Princes, but alſo their Intereſt andi K 
Advantage, to rule juſtly and gently : And that 
as, in Families, the Welfare both of Father and E 
Children; fo, in Kingdoms, the Welfare bot E 
of King and Subjects, does conſiſt in the ſame 
thing, and is promoted the ſame way, namely 
by mutual Love; by Love and filial Obedience 
on 
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of the People does. They are often bidden in 
the Old Teſtament to rule according to Juſtice 
and Mercy; and told that their Throne is eſta- 
ö Hliſh'd by Righteouſneſs. That Mercy and Truth 
preſerve the King, and his Throne is - upholden by 
Mercy. That the Deſign of God in raiſing them 
was, that, ſitting in the Throne of Judgment, they 
ſhould ſcatter away all evil with their eyes. Judge 
i People with Righteouſneſs, and his Poor with Judg- 4 

ment; ſave the Children of the Needy , and break 


in God's Name by two of the greateſt and moſt 
potent Kings; and the like Places, too nume- 
Frous to be here quoted; do viſibly ſhew that Ci- 
vil Power in Princes, is bounded and tied by 


gand Mercy; with Severity on the one ſide; but 
Clemency and Favour on the other. Therefore 


deſigned by God Almighty their Inſtitutor, for 
the Service, the Protection, and the Good of the 
People: And, their juſt and deſerved Preroga- 
tives ſet aſide, and always excepted ; more to 
Pe the Servants, than the Maſters of their Sub- 
Pecds. And let this Expreſſion give them no 
Offence. It can be no Diſgrace to them, to be 
* hus bound, ſince they are bound no otherwiſe 
Than God has holily and mercifully bound him- 
elf; and than his bleſſed and eternal Son was 
bound by him, tho' a moſt loving and tender 


IC 
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: 8 But 


in pieces the Oppreſſor. Theſe Scriptures, ſpoken 


God, with Juſtice and Goodneſs, with Truth 


far from being made for themſelves ; or their princes 


Subjects, for their Pleaſure; they are made and Servants 
of the Peo- 


Father. For he ſent him, not to be ſerved but Matth. 20. 


o ſerve; and eyen to give his Life a Ranſom for mw 22.27. 
Mankind. ; 15 


Ip 


on the one ſide, and by Love and paternal Care 
on the other. So that tHe Intereſt of Princes is 
beſt promoted by a jaſt Government, and con- 
fiſts in the very ſame thing, in which the Intereſt 


Prov. 16. 
23; 


Prov. 20. 
28. 


Prov. 20.8, 
* 72. 2, 
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But it is not the Miſtake of Princes alone, to 


fancy that their Power 'is unbounded, and can 
never be ſcrewed up too high. Subjects them- 
ſelves do often overlook their Civil Rights, and 


make themſelves worſe than God deſigned them ; 
cho” they ſhould be, as to their private Circum- 


ſtances, the pooreſt and meaneſt in the World. 


Not only in the Eaſt where Government is, ge- 
nerally, abſolute and barbarous ; but even in 
ſome Parts of Chriſtendom, Subjects will ſervilely 
think, and as ſervilely tell their Kings, that 


their Lives and Fortunes are theirs, tho' their 


4 to their Prince has any farther Power over the Lives of 


Lives 


the Honour of their Wives and Daughters, fo! 


| d For- 
Ane. 


Civil Di- 
ſturbances. 


.. Jally ſinful; which I do not at all affirm or de 


Magiſtrates gion be always obſerved. And if the Princy 
an werable 
to God for 


Soul and Religion is God's only. There is no 
Truth ia the firſt part of that Saying. No 


any of his Subjects, than as they are evil doers | 
He may, indeed, employ and command, even 
the good, in his Wars; ; and they may loſe their® 
Lives for his Service, and that of the State. O. 
therwiſe their Lives, when they live within the 
Civil Laws, ought to be as ſacred to him, as anf 
thing can be, which his Power does not reach; 


inſtance, or any thing of the like nature. And 
as for the Fortunes of Subjects; when they have 
done that Suit and Service, and paid thoſe Tri 
butes and Cuſtoms, which they owe by Law tl 
the Magiſtrate: They are Maſters of the reſt } 
may freely and peaceably enjoy it; and diſpoſsz 
of it as they pleaſe; ſo that Marality and Reli4 


does attempt to abridge his Subjects of their juff 
Rights, or totally to take them from them: Tho 
the Subjects may many times be much to blame 
co diſturb the State, for that reaſon; nay, eve 
tho' Self-defence and Reſiſtance ſhould be univer 


ay} but only ſuppoſe for Argument- -ſake. Vel 
even in the worſt of Caſes, he is anſwerable : 
Go 
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to God for all the Civil Diſturbances and Miſeries 
an which often enſue upon it; as having given oc- 
n- caſion to them, by his ill Adminiſtration ; and 
1d by his tranſgreſſing the bounds, which God had 
n; aſſigned him. Thus, tho' an Adultereſs be much 
n- to blame at any time, and in any caſe; yet her 
d. Husband is much more ſo, before God, when by 
e- his own Adulteries firſt, his ill uſage of his Wife, 
in his ruining, and then forſaking her; he ſhall 
ly have given her that fad and lamentable Provo- 
dt Cation. | 
And let not Princes. complain of theſe Deci- ne e 
ſions ;- they are not mine, but God's in Scripture. Greatneſs of 
What Privileges would they challenge? Is it a Princes. 
ſmall thing to be God's Deputies ? To govern 
Mankind in his Name? To have the greateſt 
Truſt lodged, and repoſed in them, by the Al- 
mighty ? To be the noble Chanels and Conduits, 
by which Peace and Plenty, Riches and Pleaſure, 

do flow and circulate, in this lower World? To 
have it in their Power to puniſh Vice; to diſ- 
perſe evil doers, as the Sun does Darkneſs; and 
to make the good thrive and proſper, as the 
Spring and good Seaſons do the Fruits of the 
Earth? Man is hardly capable of greater Powers 
i here below: Will nothing ſuffice their Ambi- 7zejr fade 
ta tion, unleſs, Luciſer-like, they do even aſcend Greatneſs. 
tinto Heaven; exalt their Throne above the Stars of 1c f 4 12 
% God, above the heights of the Clouds; and be like 13, 14. a 
% the mot High ? Nay unleſs they be above him, 
and more arbitrary than he is; who never took 
Men's Lives or Fortunes, by his own hand, in a 
violent and extraordinary manner, and contrary 
eto the natural courſe of things; except when 
F highly provoked by their enormous Crimes and 
prodigious Actions; witneſs the Men before the 
Flood; Sodom and Gomorrha; Eg ype and the Ca- 
gaauites; the old Jews; and a few more. 
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1 have ſaid ſo much upon this ſecond Rule, 


aber Free- fully and clearly to eſtabliſh and vindicate it, and 


dom on 
what groun- 


Led. 


no ways out of any Diſreſpect to Higher Powers. 
And as the People could not be juſtly offended 
with me, that, with the Scripture, I ſhould cen- 
ſute their Miſtakes, when I aſſerted and explai- 
ned, out of it, the firſt Rule : So, I hope that even 


the greateſt Kings will not find fault with me, 


if, out of the ſame Scripture, I humbly lay be- 
fore them their Duties; and endeavour, in God's 
own Words, to ſet juſt bounds to their utmoſt 
Power. And I am the freer in ſpeaking, what I 
do verily, and from my heart, take to he the 


ſenſe of Scripture, about bounds of Kingly Pow- | 


er: Becauſe the Britiſh Government is the wi- 
ſeſt, the juſteſt, and the beſt poiſed in the World; 


and this day the ſafeſt, and the moſt glorious of 


any, that we know upon the face of the Earth; © 
and therefore the fartheſt of all, from danger of 


arbitrary and abſolute Power. Such a thing, in- 


deed, was attempted within our Memory; but 


by God's interpoſing, and, in a manner, mira- 
culous Haad, it was almoſt as ſoon prevented, 
as deſigned. And we have well-grounded Hopes 
to believe; that it will never again be ſo much 
as thought of, by any of our Kings; or ſugge- 
ſted to them by any of their Subjects. For, as 


for her preſent Majeſty ; arbitrary Power, and 


her Adminiſtration are as far diſtant, as the Eaſt 
is from the Weſt. Her loyal and Liege- Subjects 
fear nothing in her Time, but her Death : And 
can no more be afraid, that either their Laws or 
their Religion, their Lives or their Liberties, 
their Properties and Eſtates, ſhould 1n the leaſt 
be hart, or ſo much as unjuſtly touch'd ; than 


they can fear Darkneſs from the Sun; Froſt and 


Snow, in a warm Summer; Dearth and Scarcity, 

from a plentiful Crop; or the Miſeries of War, 

in the midſt of a profound Peace. : 
3 . The 
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receive to themſelves Damnation; be ſeverely pu- 


F and often in this World, both by God himſelf, 
and by his Order. 


The third fundamental Rule concerning Civil The third 
Government flowing from the two former, and — 
built upon them, as its juſt and natural Founda- — Subje- 


tion; is, that, ſince the Power of Magiſtrates is gin fr © 


from God, and given them, by him, for the Conſcience- 
| Good and Advantage of the People; therefore the /ake. 


People mut needs be ſubject to them, not only for 
Wrath and fear of Puniſhment, if they are not; 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake, and out of Duty and 
Regard to God who gave them their Power : 
And muſt obey Magiſtrates as they would obey 
God, did he immediately govern them. Be ſub- 
ject, I ſay, every Soul, every one of them, to the 
higher Powers; not reſiſt them, becauſe they are 
God's Ordinance, and becauſe they that reſiſt ſhall 


niſh'd hereafter by God, who is chiefly offended, 
by having an Afﬀront put upon his Deputies 3 


and by the Magiſtrate, who acts in his Name, 
This third Rule is the cauſe of all Civil Obe- 
dience, as the firſt is the ground of all Civil 
Power. It is, as well as the firſt, the Magna 
Charta of Kings; as the ſecond is the Magna 
Charta of the People. Subjects muſt obey, be- 
cauſe God commands them ſo to do; as Kings 
muſt rule, becauſe God impowers them to rule. 
But the Reaſonableneſs of the Duty, and the The Juſtice 
Benefit of it, is a farther Engagement to that and Benefit 
Obedience. Subjects need not dread Princes, for Obedi. 
they are not a Terror to good Works, but to the evil; 
and doing that which is good, as in all Reaſon they 
are bound ; far from being afraid of the Power, 
they may juſtly expect praiſe of the ſame. The 
bare Command of God were enough to oblige 
Subjects to obey. But when that Command is 
grounded on the very Advantage that follows 
Obedience, nothing can be ſaid, with the leaſt 
| E Pretence 
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Man's Self- The bulk of Mankind are ſelfiſh and ungrate- | 
ful ; inſenſible of Obligations, and altogether for | 


intereſt. 


Subjects. For, what more reaſonable than for 
Men to obey them, who are obeyed, not for their 
own ſakes, but for the ſakes of them that obey 
them? who are their ProteQors and Guardians? 
and whoſe chief buſineſs is to watch over them, to 
ſtudy their good, and to procure it ? 


their own Advantage. They would willingly 
have the Sweet of Government, but by no means 
that which they call the Bitter of it: Are well 
pleaſed to enjoy Peace and Quiet, to get Eſtates, 


and have the full management of them; bur | 


would fain do nothing elſe towards Plenty and 
Eaſe, and let ſome body elſe keep all dangers 
from them. They think it a great happineſs to 


ſleep and to wake ſafe and ſecure from harm from 
abroad; to have their Property, their Trade, 
and the Service of their Families unmoleſted and 
intirely t6 themſelves. But Suit and Service for 


theſe, to them, who, under God, are the cauſes 
of ſo great Bleſſings ; Submiſſion and Obedience ; 
Subjection and Duty are things, which are little 
to their taſte and humour. And yet they would 
think it ſtrange, if the Ground which they till 
did not bring its Increaſe; if their Work did 


not get them a Livelihood; if their Traffick did 


not turn to Account; it their Children and Ser- 


vants did not aſſiſt them in their Buſineſs, who | 
have maintenance, and are provided with all Ne- 
ceſſaries by them. Thus they plead againſt them- *' 


ſelves in refuſing Obedience to them, who, un- 
der God, are the Procurers of all the good things 
they enjoy, in the World; and without whom 
they could have neither Property nor Peace. For, 
what would the World be, but a Wilderneſs ; 
hut a Den of Thieves; but a vaſt Wood, full of 
Beaſts of Prey of all forts ; were it not for - 
VI 
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vil Government. And is it not juſt therefore, 
highly juſt; that, whilſt Magiſtrates rule and 
protect the Publick in God's Name, they ſhould 
be, in God's Name ſubmitted to and obey'd, by 
* thoſe who, for that very end, were made, by God, 
their Subjects. 


In order to cauſe this mutual Relation to ſtand, can! 
and to make the Balance even, and the Load well H this fair 
poiſed, it was, that God, the God of Order, of Ne. 


Goodneſs and Juſtice, has equally preſcribed in 
this Point ; Power, even his own Power, mild 
and gentle, in the Magiſtrate; Obedience, Loy- 
alty, and Submiſſion in the Subject. If the one 
protects, the other muſt honour. If the Prince 
has the trouble of watching over his Subjects; 
the Subjects mult be willing to reſpect the Prince. 
If the Prince ſecures to the Subject the Enjoy- 


ment of all good things; the Subject muſt own 


it, and proportion his acknowledgment, to the 
\.. greatneſs of the Benefit. | 


And let not the Diſtribution be thought nne- ne dif- 
qual on the SubjeR's ſide, and his Lot to be the culty of go- 
worſe. It is ſo far from this, that if there be verning. 


any Inequality and any Hardſhip, it is clearly on 
the Prince's part, and not on the People's. And 
if we conſider things in themſglves, and with- 
out the varniſh and glaring, which may ſet off 
Power and Command; and make it appear a gay 
and a ſhining thing, full of brightneſs and luſtre : 


We ſhall find that it is much a greater labour to 
command, than to obey ; to attend the Welfare 


of Millions, than to have but one or a few to 
miniſter unto, To have Towns and Countries, 
Sea and Land, far and nigh to guard, than to 
have but a few Children, Servants , Tenants, 
and Vaſſals, to look after. Even as it is much 
eaſier to be a Day-labourer, or a Servant to a 
good Maſter, than to be Maſter, perhaps, to bad 
Servants and bad Labourers. Is it a ſmall thing, 

think 
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The Great, a 5 , 
and Men ef every one in particular, fo, every one in parti- 
leiſure 

ſhould be 


be Sub- 
x4s, 


mind every day? So many Under-magiſtrates to 


their ſhare in the Labour; and on all theſe ac- 


firſt, by Arts, Traffick, Labour, and Husban- 
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think ye, ye Sons of Men, to have the Load of : ne 
a Kingdom to carry? To have ſo many things to 53 


overſee? So many Complaints to redreſs? So 
many Petitions to anſwer ? So many thouſands of . 
People to do good to, and keep harm from ? 
Not to mention, Enemies to keep off; Fleets and 
Armies to provide; Peace and War to admini- 
ſter and manage, ſafely and gloriouſly, and like 
a Prince, and God's Vicegerent ? Theſe things 
are ſo difficult and fo laborious, that it is but 
bare Juſtice, that the People ſhould contribute 


counts, they muſt needs be ſubjefF. 
And as the Care of the Prince extends over 


cular, every Soul muſt be ſubject to him: No ex- 
emption on the one ſide, no more than on the 
other. Nay, the greater Subjects are, as to their 
Eſtates and Privileges, the more obedient and 
ſubje& to Princes they ought to be. The grea- 
ter the Benefit is which they reap from the Go- 
vernment, the deeper and more ſubmiſſive, ought 
to be their Loyalty and Obedience to it. More 
is preſerved to them than to others. They have 
more to get or w loſe by a good or bad Govern- 
ment ; therefore their Allegiance and Duty, and 
Readineſs to ſerve the Government, ſhould anſwer | 
theſe in due proportion. | 

Likewiſe, the more quiet and eaſy the Life of | 
ſome Subjects is, the more thankful and obedi- 
ent they ſhould be to the Prince, and his Govern- |, 
ment, for it. The bulk of Subjects ſeem to earn 
the Prince's Care and Protection; more than the 
Great and the Retired. Theſe laſt do, in a man- 
ner, reap where they have not ſown ; whilſt the 


E 


Jha 


dry, do maintain, not only themſelves, and the 
Prince, but alſo the others. I heartily wiſh that 
3 the 
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he Nobles, and the Gentlemen; the Clergy, the 
Lawyers, and the Merchants; Men in Places of 
Profit; and all that live in Plenty and at Eaſe, 
&ou1d: conſider this; and be ſo much the better, 
and the more loyal Subjects; ſo much the more 
willing to be ſubject, and ſubmit to the Prince; 
nd to obey and ſerve him; by how much the 
ore quiet and eaſy their Life and their Eſtate is. 
owever, the Rule is univerſal, no one Soul is 
empted from SubjeQion ; let his Religion be 
hat it will, Chriſtian or not Chriſtian ; let his 
ondition be what it will, great or ſmall, bond 
free, of the Laity or the Clergy ; even the 
iſhop of Rome, and his Clergy not excepted. 
Il, and every one of them, muſt be ſubject. 
The laſt fundamental Rule of Government, The lag 
hich may be called a Branch of the third, is, Rule. 
pt only inward Reſpect, Love, and Subjection; I, and 
t outward Service from the Subjects, whenſo- 2 
ever, and how ſoever, the Prince and the Law * 
Mall want and require it, for the Support of the 
Government : which being chiefly for the Peo- 
le's good, ought therefore to be chiefly ſuppor- 
d by the People ; otherwiſe the Prince could 
bt anſwer the End of his Eſtabliſhment, which 
to preſerve and protect them. 
St. Paul gives an Inſtance of the inward Re- Praying for 
ect and Love which Subjects ought to have for . 
Heir Princes, when he exhorts that Prayers and Hades. 
Wpplications be made for them. Praying for a 
Wan is a certain Sign of our loving him, and 
Fiſhing him well. And Princes being but Men, 
Want God's Aſſiſtance to enable them to diſcharge 
e great Truſt, which he has repoſed in them: 
nd therefore muſt be prayed for, with ſo much 
e greater Zeal, by how much God's Aſſiſtance 
more neceſſary to them ; and will, moſt of all 
her Aſſiſtances of that kind, turn to the Ad- 
intage of the People. So that, praying for 
1 Magiſtrates 


] 


Serving the Serving the Prince in his Wars, or like Occa/ 
ſions, is an Inſtance of the outward Service, due 


Prince in 
bis Wars. 
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Magiſtrates they do, in reality, pray for them- 
ſelves, that they may under them lead 4 quiet and 


peaceable Life. This is generally owned and 


practiſed by all Subjects, in all Governments ; 


was done piouſly and zeatouſly by the Primitive, 
Chriſtians, tho' the then Powers were Heathens ;& 
and ought much more to be done by Chriſtians,# 
who have Chriſtians, like themſelves, for their} 


Princes. 


to him by his Subjects. This ever was paid to 
Princes in all Places, eſpecially by the Jews; 


who at their King's Command, immediately tool 
Arms and followed him. And without it, it 
would be impoſſible for any Prince, to be ablt 


to protect his People. For, Princes have r 


Paying 
Taxes. 


more Hands than other Men, and no greater bo- 
dily ſtrength than private Perſons. And when 
Luk. 14.31. thouſands ſhall come out againſt them; how can®” 


they be able to meet them, unleſs they borrow 


thouſands alſo, from the Hands of their Subjects 


Formerly, among the Jews, all that were able to 
bear Arms went to the Wars, ſometimes toge 
ther, ſometimes by turns: And ſo among the 
old Romans Something like it is ſtill ob- 


ſerved in many Kingdoms, in the Eſtabliſhment 


of the Militia.” Tho? generally Voluntiers ar 
raiſed every where for the Wars; and, only in 
caſe of Neceſlity, preſs'd by Law to that Ser- 


vice. But, let the particular manner be how ii 
will; in general, it is the Duty of Subjects, to 
ſerve the Prince in his Wars, eſpecially when de) 
fenſive; ſuch having viſibly in their Deſign, thel 


Protection of the Subjects, and the Preſervation 
both of Prince and People. 

Paying Taxes for the Maintenance of the Go— 
vernment, both in Time of Peace, and Time of 
War, is another Inſtance named both by our Sa 

viour 
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viour and St. Paul. Our Saviour declares the 
Tribute which was paid, in his Time, by the 
Jews, to be Caſar's juſt, due, and by right to be 
rendered to him. And St. Paul farther affirms, 
that by reaſon of their being God's Miniſters at- 
rendug continually upon the diſcharge of their Du- 

3 therefore Tribute ought to be paid to them. 
1004 od has ſet, Tribute and Cuſtom, as the Prince's 
Wages, for his Service; without which, he could 


not ſerve in his Station. Therefore they muſt be. 


paid, both for the Sake of God, and for the In- 


tereſt and Advantage of the People: who other- 


wiſe, by paying none to the Prince, would on 
the firſt Occaſion, be forced to pay and ſurrender. 
their whole Eſtate, to any other, that ſhould but 
have Power to take it from them. Taxes, are 
look d upon, by ſome People, as Impoſitions and 
Burthens; but, it is a palpable Miſtake: They 


are rather a frugal Method of ſaving, the reſt of 
| every private Man's Eſtate. And tho' immedi- 


ately laid Dat the Civil Government, and by the 
Law 3 yet they are originally laid by God him- 


ſelf, being laid by his Power and Order. So 


that, at all times, eſpecially ſuch as theſe, Taxes 


are of divine Inſtitution, in general, and to be 


paid for Conſcience-ſake, to the ſupreme Power; 
tho' the particular Proportion is left to human 
Direction and Prudence. 


Other Inſtances of outward Service, to Princes 


by their Subjects, might be given; but theſe are 
enough to ſhew the Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs, 
of the laſt fundamental Rule I named, that be- 
longs to all Civil Governments. 


49. 


Theſe four Rules are eſſential to all ſorts of The Rules 
Governments. , For, all are from God; all wereeſſential to 
iaſtituted for the good of Mankind 3 in all, the l Covern 


People muſt, be /«bje& to the Prince, and obey 
him, as the Prince mal govern and protect the 
People; and, in all, as much inward and ourward 


D Reſpect 


ment $. * 
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Reſpect and Service is to be paid to the Prince, as 
is required to inable him to diſcharge his Duty. 
They are alſo ſuſſicient to preferve all States, 


Kingdoms, and Commonwealths ; tho” in ſere- 


rent, upon occaſion. It is all one in the main, i 
and to the ſame purpoſe (as long as theſe four 


ral Particulars their Conſtitutions may differ one 


from another, according to Time, Place, and o- 
ther Circumſtances ; as they were made different F- 


at firſt; or afterwards they may be made diffe- 


fundamental Rules are obſerved in any Civil Con- 


Sufficient 
to preſerve 
them, 


ſtitution) whether the Higher Powers have more 
or leſs Prerogative, ſo that they have enough to 
keep up their Dignity and Honour: Whether 


the Subjects have more or lefs Liberty and Pro- 
perty, ſa that they have enough to live in quiet, 
and to enjoy the Comforts of Life, -— 

If theſe four Rules were obſerved by Princes 
and Subjects, how happy would Mankind be! 
how ſweet and pleaſant the Days of their Livres! 


No Tyranny and Oppreſſion on the one fide 3; no g 


Rebellion and Sedition on the other ; but gentle | 
Government and fatherly Commands ; chearful 


Obedience, and filial Love and Affection. This 


was undoubtedly the Deſign of God in inſtituting 


Civil Government: And it is not from him, that 
Men are not as happy, as Sin and Mortality will 
allow them to be. All their Civil Sufferings are 
owing to themſelves, and to their unhappy Con- 
duct one towards another. Deſpotick Power on 
the one ſide; wilful Rebellion on the other, toſs X 


the World to and fro as the Winds do the Sea ; 
eſpecially when, to domeſtick Diviſions, there 
are added outward Quarrels ; and a foreign War 


is joined to a Civil one. This ever was feen in 


the World, in ſeveral Places; and is, to our 
affliction and coſt, ſeen by us at this very time, in 
many Parts, not of the Heatheniſh and Miſcreant, 
but of the Believing and the Chriſtian World. 

. CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Iz# Part of the Diſcourſe. 


HE Caſe of Rebellion admits of no Diffi - SeveralCa- 
9 culty. The Prince has God's Sword in bis c — 
Hand, to puniſh evil doers of all ſorts: eſpecially — " 
hen their Crimes are levelled at God himſelf, in | 

: ſingular manner; by affecting the Government, 

rhich he inſtituted; and by offending at once, 

poth God and Man, both the Prince and the Peo- 

ple: Other Crimes offend God, chiefly as he is 

Holy and juſt; but Rebellion offends him beſides, 

us Governour of the World; as King of Kings, 

and Prince of Princes. Other Crimes hurt only 

one or more private Men and Fellow-SubjeQs, ei- 

ther in their Eſtates, Reputation, or Lives: But 
Rebellion offends the Prince directly and in chief; 

and, by the Conſequences which commonly at- 

tend it, may reach the whole Community, and 

every particular Perſon. For, in Civil Wars, 

which often are the Fruit of Rebellion, the Lives 

and Eſtates of every individual Subject are in 
danger. Therefore, the Prince bears not the 

Sword in vain, but may and ought to draw it, to 

puniſh all MalefaQors, eſpecially publick ones, 

ſuch as are, eminently, Traitors and Rebels. | 
Io declare againſt this great Evil, and prevent church. Ho- 
it as much as ſhe could, was the Deſign of our milie a- 
Church in her Homilies againſt wilful Rebellion; g«in# it. 
which was a thing very common, when they 

were firſt publiſhed. For, againſt the Law of 

the Land; without any Oppreſſion or Provoca- 

tion; at the Inſtigation of a foreign Power; Pa- 

piſts did then frequently diſturb the Government, 
endeavour to raiſe Civil Wars; nay attempt the 

ver / Life of her then ſacred and glorious Majeſty, 

: D 2 | only 


-The c The Caſe of a faulty prince is more difficult, 1 


Faults in hecauſe there is no human Power above him. O. 
the Prince. 


concern themſelves in his Affairs; and when theſ 


_ God often ſuſftring in his wiſe Counſels, Nation 


his is the laſt Part of my Uodlertaking, this 
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only becauſe ſhe was a Proteſtant : And becauſil 
the Pope had excommunicated her; abſolved. her fe 
Subjects from their Allegiance; and given away, At 
both her Dominjons and her Life, to any, who 


become Maſters of them. 


ther Princes are but his Equals, and will ſeldon 


do, cannot do it, but by way of Mediation. 80 
thav, Subjects having no Appeal, but to chal 
Prince himſelf; if he refuſes to hear them, the R 
have no apparent Remedy; unleſs God pleaſ in 
miraculouſly to interpoſe: Which Men may 
humbly pray. for; but have no ground, fron 
Reaſon or Scripture, always to; depend upon 


ta be putiſhed, when yet their Offence i is not. vi 
Able, to the Eye of Fleſn. S 


moſt difficult-and melancholy of all: Which there 
fore I muſt manage with the utmoſt Caution # 
and, either untie the Knot, or ſhew that it can 
not be untied; and mult not be cut, but when a 
b ere offers no other way to eſcape. P. 

In order to it, I will firſt adjuſt ſome. prelimi tc 
varies; in which it is involved; and, by ſettling ni 
them, and removing the difficulties which ſur- I. 


round it, leave it naked and bare, and diſintan- it 
gled: That it may with more eaſy acceſs, be c: 


Of private 
V ices in 
Magi- 
ſtrates. 


look'd ſteadily in the Face; and, when weihen; 
viewed and conſidered ; either encountered and F. 
overcome; or diſmiſs'd and left to it ſelf, to ſtandF v 
on its own bottom; till the Event ſhews how, fol #1 
for the time, it is decided. b 
And firſt, if the Prince is faulty only to hin- L 
ſelf, that is, guilty of Immoralities and Vices t. 
not offending the publick ; this, as it _— 0 
| afleck 
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4 affect the People” 8 Rights, ſo it ought not to de- 
er eat their Allegiance. Our Saviour owns things 
due to Ceſar, tho” Tiberius, who then ruled, was 
= very. wicked Man. He paid Tribute to him, 
eh yhich was all the Service of him required. He 
ſubmitted to his Civil Laws, and appeared before 
Pilate his D eputy. St. Paul appealed to Nero, 
Fho' he alſo was a very wicked Prince. And the 
rimitive Chriſtians, who often lived under very 
jelous ones, as Caligula and others, paid ready 
WO bedience to them in Civil Things; nay, tho! 
they were Heathens, and perſecuted them for their 
Religion. So that, even difference of Religion of a fals 
1 n the Prince, is no bar to the Allegiance from Religion, 
the Subject, in Civil Things, unleſs the Law 1 
the Land has otherwiſe provide. 
l ſay this with regard to the late Act of Soc 
uWrity, by which a Popiſh Prince is barred from 
” ruling in this Kingdom: Whereas before, he' 
might, by the Law of the Land, reign, tho over 
vg Proteſtants ; and was ſubmittedit6' by: them, tho“ 
eto their very great damage. And let no Exce- 
ption be made to this La; and no 1aherent, and 
IE therefore ſtronger, Right to the Crown, pleaded; 
WM againſt this Act of Parliament, By any Popiſh 
Prince whatſoever ; tho' never ſo near in Blood 
3 to the Crown, nay tho' the very neareſt. For, 
not to inſiſt on the Lawfulneſs and Juſtice of this 
Law in general; or the particular Expediency of 
„it, againſt a prince, profeſſing a Religion that 
carries a ſignal Prejudice and Diſgrace in the ve- 
ry Face of it, which no Religion beſides does. 
IF For it ſubmits all Civil Powers to a foreign Go- 
vernment; and may, on occaſion, not only juſti- 
4 fy Rebellion, and murthering a lawful — 
but even command it in God's Name, and as 
Duty of Conſcience. Not to inſiſt on theſe 
things; I will only produce againſt Papiſts their 
on Example, for a lawful Precedent; and fay: 
D 3 | that 
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that they are but ſerved in Great Britain by Pro. 
teſtants, as a Proteſtant Prince was, in the lat 
Age, ſerved by them, in a neighbouring Nation. 
For, Henry the Fourth, the lawful Succeſſor to 
the Crown of France, according to the Law of 
that Kingdom; but happening to be a Proteſtant,” 
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be was univerſally oppoſed in his juſt Rights, 
for this only Reaſon, that it was againſt the Lau 
of the Land, for him to reign, unleſs he turned 
Papiſt ; it being fundamental in France, for their? 
Kings to be Catholicks, as they call it. And he 


was accordingly forced to change his Religion; 


elſe he muſt not have been King. Now, this“ 

Law pleaded againſt him, could not be ſo ancient 

- as the French Monarchy, the firſt Kings of which, 
were Heathens : It muſt then be of a later date; 


at fartheſt made, ſince they were Chriſtians; or a 
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Cuſtom time out of mind. And if ſo, what was 7 | 


eſtabliſhed there by Law or Cuſtom, may as rea- 
ſonably be eſtabliſhed here; and Papiſts, as juſt 
Iy debarred, from reigning in this Kingdom, as' 
Proteſtants are from reigning in France. 


© This Inſtance, and thoſe of the like nature ex-| ; 
cepted, that is, when the Law of the Land is a : 


bar to any particular Qualification, or perſonal | 
Fault in a Prince; other private Vices or Faults, 
can be no juſt Exceptions to his Title; and Sub- 
jets are bound to obey him, notwithſtanding his 


private Miſtakes. 


ihe prince If the Prince commands immoral things, or 
comman- will eſtabliſh a Religion, which is againſt the 


ding things People's Conſcience ; the Caſe is plain, and ad- 
_ Con. mits of no deliberation. God's Rights and Com- 
e 
mands are antecedent and ſuperior to the Prince's, 
and muſt be firſt obeyed: And, if the things 
which are Ceſar's, muſt be rendered to Ceſar ; 
much more muſt the thin 4 which are God's, ve ren- 
dered to Gad. This Caſe may be conſider'd two 


ways; for, either the Magiſtrate forbids things, | 
Which | 
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which Subjects think God has expreſsly comman- 

ded, to be done: or commands things, which 

they think God has, as expreſsly , forbidden. 

In the firſt Caſe, they muſt do what God com- ,5utmiffive 

© mands, tho' they ſhould, by it, endanger their Diſobedi- 

Lives. This was the Caſe of the Apoſtles, when *n<*- 

the High Prieſt and his Senate forbad them to 

# preach Jeſas, and his Religion: For, they prea- 

ched it notwithſtanding ; and courageoully told 

them, that they oxght to obey God rather than Men: ag. 5. 29. 

even appcaliag to their own Judgment about itz 

whether it be right in the ſight of God, to bearken Act. 4. 19. 

= unto you, more than unto God, judge ye. And this 

is the Caſe of every Chriſtian, who thinks him- 

M3 ſelf as expreſsly commanded, to profeſs outward- 

ly and publickly the Chriſtian Religion, or ſuch 

= and ſuch Chriſtian Doctrines and Worſhip : For, 

then, tho” the Magiſtrate ſhould forbid him, he 

” muſt do it nevertheleſs, tho' he were ſure to be 

put to death for it. In the ſecond Caſe, Subjects Petre o- 

s muſt, by no means, comply with the Prince's bediente. 

Command, tho' they ſhould loſe their Lives by 

diſobeying it. And when they have uſed all the 

123 Intreaties poſſible, muſt, if apprehended, meek- 

ly ſuffer Death, for diſobeying the Prince, rather 

than offend God, to ſave their Lives. This was 

the Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians, when com- 

manded to ſacrifice to Idols; which they, for the 

moſt part, abſolutely refuſed, and ſuffered Mar- 

tyrdom for it: And it is now that of the French 

Proteſtants, when commanded to go to Maſs 

which many will not do, but either flee for it, 

or when taken, are Confeſſors or Martyrs. In 

the firſt Caſe, a ſubmiſſive Diſobedience, and in 

the ſecond Paſſive Obedience ſtrictly ſo called; in 

both, obeying God and diſobeying the Prince, are 

the indiſpenſable Duties of all Subjects. 

The Caſe of Tyranny in the Prince, comes The Caſe of 

next to be conſidered ; when he attempts to do Dram. 
„„ Voiolence, 
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Lawful 10 
fee from it. 


Matth. 10. 


1 Sam. 19. 


The Caſe f Whether it be lawful for Subjects, either a few 
Self-aefence or mal 
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Violence, either to private Men, or to the Pub- 
lick ; by openly breaking the Laws of the Land; 
or quite ſetting them aſide, by a pretended diſpen- 
ſing Power; or even endeavouring to change in- 
tirely the Government, either in Church, or in 
State, or in both. This is a diſmal Caſe indeed, 
and has a very terrible appearance. However, 
when all other means prove too ſhort and ineffe- 
tual; and the Subjects can no way 'mollify the 
Heart of the Prince, and make him relent from 
their intended Ruin : There is ſtill a lawful way 
to evade it; and that is, by abſconding, or lea- 


ving the Dominions of ſuch a Prince, if it be 
poſſible. Our bleſſed Saviour does plainly allow Me 
of this, when he gives leave to his Diſciples, W 
when they were perſecuted in one City, to flee into d 
another. David being hated by Saul, and in dan- 
ger of his Life, fled and eſcaped. Some Primitive 
- Chriſtians; eſpecially thoſe who thought their fe 


Lives, more ſerviceable to the Church, than their 
Sufferings, as the Biſhops, and other Paſtors and 
Fathers of it; did likewiſe leave their Country, 
and wandered about, or lay concealed, till the 
Perſecution was over. Thus in our Days, whole 


Proteſtant Churches have fled, to avoid Death or W1 


Popery. Thus many private Men of all Condi- 7 


tions, often flee from the Fury and Tyranny of 1 


their Prince. And we are told by Travellers, 


that the poor Americans, in many Parts of the 


Weſt-Indies, living under the Yoke of the Spani- © 
ards ;, will ſometimes whole Towns together flee |? 
and be gone, and diſappear for ever, by the help 

of their thick and great Woods; when they are 


preſs'd too hard, and meet with a fair Opportn- : 
nity for ſo doing. 


1 3 either ſingle, but great and potent 
Per fons; or numbers of common People; or both; 
to ſtand on their Defence, in ſuch a Caſe ; when 


ither 
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ither they cannot, or will not leave their Coun- 
ry; is the niceſt and moſt difficult Queſtion 3 
- he very bare and naked great: Caſe, freed from 
- all other leſſer Caſes abour it ; and the chief, if 
1 not only, Subject of this Diſcourſe. Many are 
„ pf Opinion, that the People, under ſuch a Neceſ- 
„ Hiry and Preſſure, may lawfully take Arms, and 
- Feliſt the Prince, till a fair and juſt redreſs to 
e their Grievances, be obtained. Others abſolute- 
1 My deny it, and will allow of no Reſiſtance to the 
7 MWupreme Magiſtrate , on any account, even the 
- moſt deſperate, whatſoever. And the many Rea- 
> Mons they give, each for their Aſſertion, ſhew at 
7 Feaſt, that it is a very momentous, lamentable, 
and difficult Caſe. ſince the World is ſo widely 
divided about it, and ſplit into two Parties, ſo 
point blank oppoſite one to another. | 
= My Deliga not being to write about State-af- 
fairs, otherwiſe than in general, as I declared be- 
fore: | need not produce any of theſe Reaſons, for 
either ſide. And having confined my ſelf to the 
Scripture; without entering, at all, into that Diſpute 
as it ſta; upon human Reaſons, Reaſons of State, 
or Self- preſer vation; without affirming or deny- 
ing any thing in that Caſe; without either com- 
mending or blaming any Deciſion: I will barely 
inquire, whether the Scripture ſays any thing 
about it; and, upon the Declaration or Silence of 
it, ground the reſt of my Diſcourſe. And, to 


give my Opinion frankly; 1 do declare, that ha- aye men- 


ving examined the Scripture throughout, as at- timed in 


any thing in it, by which that difficult Caſe may, 
either way, be decided : Neither Example fairly 
applicable to it; nor Permiſſion or Prohibition, 
which may demonſtratively reſolve it, for or a- 
gainſt. So that, as to Scripture, I mult leave it 
undecided, as I found it: And adviſe Diſputants 
about it, to have recourſe to ſome other way to 

unravel 


tentively and impartially as I could; I cannot find Scripture. 


David's 


1 Sam. 22. 
1, 2. 


1 Chr. 12. 


22. 


14. 


but by ſhewing that, what is alledged from that 
ſacred Book, to decide it, on either ſide, does not 


which | think is undecidable from it, either the 


to be examined firſt; both becauſe it ſtands firſt 


Pleudarchomaſtix. Chap. Ivy 
unravel it; or to leave it to it felf, to be provi-| 
ded for, in Time, Place, and other Circomſtas| 
ces, under which it may happen. And becauſe 1 
cannot prove the ſilence of Scripture in this Caſe, 


fully come up to it; I will give a patient and a 
fair hearing, to all that I can find quoted out of 
Scripture, or the Times near it, to decide a Caſe; 


one way, or the other. David's Example is fit? 


upon Record; and alſo ſeems to be full and deci- 
ſive, for the Lawfulneſs of Self- defence on the 
Subject's part, in Caſes of Extremity. Being 
purſued by Sau, and his Life unjuſtly ſought; 
after many Flights and Eſcapes, he came to the 


Cave of Adullam; where, beſides his Brethren and 


or in Debt, or diſcontented, gathered themſelves to 


him, and be became their Captain, and there were +. 

with him, about four hundred Men. And in time 
this little Army increaſed to a great one, and his 
Hoſt was 4 | great Hoſt, like tbe Hoſt of God; for, 
there were in it, Captains over hundreds, gi Ca- 
tains over thouſands, And yet, far from being 
blamed for this, the Spirit of God gives him this 


x King. 15. noble Character, that he turned not aſide from any 


. 


is, not only not blamed, but even allowed as law ful. 


thing that the Lord commanded him, ſave only in the 
matter of Uriah the Hittite, And yet, Reſt ace 
to the Civil Magiſtrate being a very great Sin, if | 
it be a Sin at all; in that it reſiſts God himſelf in 
the Perſon of his Repreſentative ; and extends to 
the whole Community of Subjects: It ſeems, by 
this Expreſſion of Scripture, that David's Action 
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In anſwer to this, I admit the matter of Fact to 
be true; but I abſolutely deny the Conſequence, 
as to the Caſe before us. For, tho David's ſtan- 
ding | 


cd Hwa wand bus SYwoas + 


e tho' the Scripture blames him not, nay commends 


! ſerve alſo his pious carriage towards Saul, all a- 
| long, even in his greateſt diſtreſs ; and when no 


For, tho” anointed King himſelf, and very unjuſtly 


But, by no means, by a Subject or Subjects, tho? 


Chap. V. pfeudarchomaſtix. 99 


. ding on his Defence, be not blamed in Scripture, 
n. but allowed if you will: yet it does not follow 
e from it, that all Self defence and Reſiſtance, to 
the Prince, is lawful: But only, ſuch as is made 


1 


by a Man in David's Circumſtances, which will — 


be found to be the Caſe of very few, if of any at 
all. David was not a bare Subject; but 4 King 1 Sam. 16. 
® anointed by Samuel, by God's expreſs Order, long 1, 3, 13. 


before Saul ever ſaw him. And God's Pleaſure 


e being, that he ſhould be brought to Sau?'s Court, 


and advanced by him, in order to ſucceed him in 


{@ the Kingdom: And farther, that Saul ſhould ſeek 

i. his Lite. It appears plainly, that his Self- de- 

je fence and Reſiſtance, was alſo peculiarly ordered 

by God: Which he viſibly ſhewed, in cauſing by | 

his ſpecial Providence, a deep ſleep to fall upon Saul 1 Sam. 26. 
„ and bis Army, when in purſuit of David; that 12 
David might take his Spear and the Cruiſe of Water, 12. 
that were at hu Bolſter, and yet ſpare his Life; 

and, by that noble and generous Action, get 

_ ſome Reſpit from Saul, and move him to relent : 
which he did accordingly, and promis'd David, 

iz to do him harm no more, David's Caſe therefore 21. 
is of a very fingular and extraordinary Nature; 

and can be pleaded by no Man, but by a Royal 

* Colleague, and one too, who is anointed, by God's 


expreſs Order, in the Life-time of his Partner. 
never ſo great and never ſo much injured, For, 
him, if you will, for ſo doing ; yet it does not, 
for all that, by any means, make his Caſe, an or- 
dinary Caſe. 1 

However, they that urge David's Action, in His Piety 
juſtification of Self-defence, would do well to ob- 5 Saul. 
leſs than his Life would ſatisfy that jealous Prince. 


purſued; 


Pleudatchomattit. Chap. IV. 


purſued; yet Saul's Life was precious to him, 


6, 10. 


=o 5 the Original Joes import. 
The Perſon This great, generous and pions Kine, ſhewed, 


of Kings ja- by his Action and his Words, "how: ſacred the 7 
Cree. Life of a King was to him. He had read, or | 
_ heard), of God's Prohibition, Touch not mine Ao; a- | 


ted, as meant eminently of Kings, tho' it does al- 


to extend; to other Perſons ſpecially favoured by 
God. Either he himſelf, or ſome other pious 3 
SPED 15. Pſalmiſt, has quoted and inſerted i it in one of his 
Pſalms. And he cauſed one to be put to _ 


Who had killed Saul, tho' at his own Requeſt 


and he was: none of his Subjects. For tho the 4 
young Man might tell a Lie, fince we are told be- 
fore, in Scripture, that Saul killed himſelf, by | 
1 Sam. 31. falling on a Sword; yet David believed what he 
4 ſaid, and for that very reaſon bad one of his Men 
2 Sam. 1. fall upon him. Even Heatheniſh Kings, Nebuchad- 
8 near and Pharaoh, ſeem to have been ſenſible of 
this Truth, that Crowned Heads are ſacred. The 
2 King. 23, laſt took Jehoabaz away into Egypt, but did not 
34 kill him. The firſt took Zedekiab Priſoner, 
Ch. 25.5, J. whom he had made King, and who had rebelled } 
againſt him, after he had ſworn Fealty to him: 
yet he contented himſelf to keep him cloſe Priſo- 


ner; and tho” he put his Sons to death, and his Eyes 

| aur; yet he did not execute him: Reſpecting his 
ty Character of a King, and honouring himſelt, in 
the Perſon of that unfortunate Prince. What 
would theſe uncircumciſed Kings have faid,- — 

they 


'C 


In 
and he forbore twice to take it from him; when 
it was in his Power to have done it; and he was 

preſs'd by his Men, either to do it himſelf; or 
give them leave to do it. Far from it, he called 
Him his Lord amd his Maſter; and ufed this ſacred, 

— : moſt pious, and dutifu] deteſtation of ſuch a Fact, 1 

1 Sam. 24. the Lord forbid; or; 1 abominate und abhor furh a © 

thing as prophane, impious and execrable, and fo does | 

ln God; and may he ever keep me from doing r; as 


2 Of kk 
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i | they lived in our Fathers Days? What would k. Charles | 
David himſelf have fad, had he ſeen K. Charles the 145 
the Firſt, ſeired, tried, and murthered, not by . 
Strangers, but by his own Subjects? Even what 
he ſaid on Saus Death, and much more. Tell it 2 Sam, r. 
not in Gath, leſt ebe Philiſtines rejoice. The diſmal 2b. 
Day on which that pious Prince, of ever bleſſed 
Memory, loſt his Lite, ſo inhumanly and ſo ſin- 
gyularly (being l the only King, that ever loſt it 

In that chorrible; manner) like Job's Birth-day, 

ought to be wilh'd to be ſtruck out of the number 
of Days, and ta periſh, for eyer, out of the Memo Job 3. 3. 
ry of all other Men. Only, in this Nation, it 
2 -ovght never to be forgot; but kept yearly as a 
Day of Humiliation and publick Affliction ; till 

| the laſt Man, affthoſe Bloody and Anti-chriſtian 
Principles, by which he fell, be in his Grave. 
And becauſe the laſt. Revolution is often al- The lad Re. 
ledged, as a like Caſe; I admit it for Argument- tien, 
. Take; (tho! it is not a Seripture-caſe, about which, = _ 

only, dis my preſent Enquiry: And I return much ha 
the ſame Anſwer, which I did to the Caſe of Da- 


þ vid, The late King William, of ever glorious and 
*Z bleſſed Memory, was a Sovereign Prince, even 
before he was King; not ſo much as ever a Sub- 
ject to his Predeceſſor, as David was to Saul : 
And therefore his Caſe can never be a Precedent 
to bare Subjects. And tho' he came with an ar- 

med Force, to defend his Rights, and the Rights 
of the People, which were both equally invaded, 
and equally in danger: And tho' we ought to 
thank God, that he came, and was the glorious 
Inſtrument of our Preſervation: Nay, tho' we 
ſhould pronounce innocent all his Predeceſſor's 
Subjects, that came in to him, and joined with 
him againſt their King; as David's Army muſt 
be cleared from Rebellion, as well as David. 
Yet, it does not follow, that when no Royal Col- 


league, and none equiyalent to him, is at the Head 
of 


4 
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bf Self- defence and Reſiſtance; yet, for all this 


Deficiency, Subjects may take up Arms, and de- 


fend themſelves againſt their Sovereigns, and re 


ſiſt him. I do neither blame nor clear them, 
when ſo doing; for, I do not ſo much as ſpeak to 
ſuch a Caſe : Only I follow my matter, and affirm 
again, that neither the Example of David, not 


that of King William (had- he lived in David's 


Days, and his Action been recorded in Scriptare, 
with the ſame Character which it gives to David) 
can be made a Precedent for ordinary Caſes, of 


 Self-defence and Reſiſtance, of Subjects, to their 


And here again, I cannot forbear to call on 


them, who alledge King Williams Example, and 


the Revolution wrought by 


him: And to deſire 
them to call to mind alſo, his great Piety and 
Clemency to King James the Second, no way in- 
feriour to David's Piety and Clemency to Saul; 


being both Sons - in C law to their Predeceſſors; and 


K. Willi- 


both having great Rights to their Crown, and 


much in the ſame manner; the one being anoin- 


ted King by God's Order ; the other a Prince of 


the Royal Blood. Let this, I ſay be remembered, 
as well as the Reſiſtance; for, it is not done like 
fair Diſputants, to take only one ſide of the Caſe, 
and forget the other. And if both ſides be taken 
in, no Nation needs much fear ſuch Revolutions. 

King William came with an armed Force; and 


am Piety the beſt part of the Nation ſided and joined with 
# K. James. him, againſt the then King. And what then ? 


Pray mark alſo what followed — neither King 
Fames's Life, nor ſo much as his Confinement was 
in the leaſt attempted, either by his Subjects, or 
by the Prince of Orange: When yet, Ceſar-like, 


it was eaſier for him to have done it, than ſpoke - 


it. That unfortunate Prince was peaceably ſuf- 
fered to go, in the midſt of Armies, even when 
he had disbanded his own. And being gone _ 

rom 


Chap. IV. Pſetidarchomaſtir- 

from his Capital; he was invited by his Subjects 
to return, and returned to it: And a ſecond time, 
when ſafe Terms and a juſt Redreſs could not be 
obtained of him; he was ſuffered to go quite a- 
way. And, when returned into one of his late 
Kingdoms, with an Army to reſtore him; he was 
fairly fought and turned to flight. And when 
eſcaping by Sea, not fo much as purſued, by 
King Wiliam's Ships of War; but peaceably, 


again, ſaffered to go into a neighbouring King- | 


dom; where he ended his Days in Peace, without 


any Attempts on his Perfon, by A ſſaſſinations; 


whereas King Wiliam's Life was often in danger, 


by that cowardly and ungenerons, that villanons 
and infamous way. Let this noble and David- 4 Reraach 
like Example be again remembered. And let it, “ Regi- 
for ever, cover with confuſion, all Regicides, and 4s 


make them change and deteſt, their inhuman and 
unchriſtian Principles, about the Lawfulneſs of 
King-killing : not fit to be owned by any Prote- 
'ftants 3 eſpecially ſuch as plead and pretend a 
ſtricter Reformation than others. They are much 
fitter to be rank'd with Jeſuitical Tenets, about 
the Pope's Power of depoſing Princes, upon occa- 
ſion; and giving their Kingdoms away to others 
by Name, or to the firft that can, and will in- 
vade them : And that Kings thus depoſed may 
lawfnlly be put to death, that is, murthered, 
even by their own Subjects. Whereas St. Paul 
and St. Peter, the two firſt pretended Popes, 
preach'd Submiſſion and Obedience to Nero, the 
then Roman Emperor; a Heathen by Religion, 


and, not only an ill Prince, but a very Monſter 


of a Man. 


Other Examples for Self-defence and Reſiſtance other Ex- 
to the Sovereign Magiſtrate, taken out of the Old anples en- 


| p : * 1 . the Old 
Teftament, are iaſufficient ; being either expreſsly 4 wid 


commanded, or warranted by God; or barely re- 


lited, without either Commendation or Diſcom- 
5 mendation, 


Pſeudarchomaſtix. Chap. IV. 


mendation, as many other Hiſtorical Facts are; 
or perfect Conſpiracies and High Treaſons; or, 
laſtly, Acts, of. Juſtice upon Uſurpers. Of the 
firſt ſort are the Caſes of Jeroboam, and of the ten 
Tribes, revolting from their King Reboboam : 
1 King. 12. For, God declares expreſsly the thing to have been 
22, 23, 24+ from him, and forbids by a Prophet, the Houſe ef 
Judah and Benjamin, to fight again#t their Brethren 
the Children of Iſrael. That of Jehu, whom God 
2 King. 9. ordered to be anointed King over 1ſrael, and to ſmite 
3» 6, 7+ 24+ che Houſe of Ahab; which he accordingly did, by 
Ch. 10. 17. (aying Joram Ahab's Son, and all the Royal Fa. 
| mily, and reigning in his Maſter's place. And 
x King, 15. that of Baaſha, who, tho' conſpiring againſt Na. 
. dab his King, the Son of Jeroboam; yet, is ſaid 
14. 14. to have been raiſed ap King over Iſracl by the Lord: 
hBecauſe tho a Traitor, yet was connived at, and 
warranted afterwards, by God Almighty. Of 
the ſecond ſort is the Caſe of Amaziah, who was 
lain, and his Son Azariab made King in his 
| place: For, the Fact is barely. related, without 
2 Ring. 14. any mention of the Motives in the Conſpirators: 
19, 1. And they ſeem not to have acted out of Ambition, 
ſince they gave to his Son the Kingdom after him; 
ſo that, no Blame or Commendation is paſt upon 
1 King. 16. it. Of the third kind is the Caſe of EZimri Ca- 
9, 1. prain of Elah's Chariots, who killed him and reigned 
in his ſtead. And, of the laſt, that of Athaliah, 
who having reigned ſix years, was, by the Order 
2 King. 1 I. and Management of Jehoiada the High Prieſt, lain 
316 by the King's Houſe. For, ſhe was a perfect Uſur- 
per of the Throne ; and the lawful King Joaſh, 
her Grandlon, tho' concealed, yet alive all this 
while; who was put in Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, 

21. being ſever years old. © + . © 
That of the I am ſorry to find the Example of the Macca- 
Maccabees. bees, lately produced in a publick Specch in Print, 
in juſtification of Self-: defence and Reſiſtance, to 
the Higher Powers, in Caſes of Extremity. For, 
not 
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not to ſay that the Books, in which the Facts are 


recorded, are no part of Scripture, but Apocry- 

hal. The Maccabees, of all Apocryphal Books, 

ould not be quoted by Proteſtants to countenance 
any important, and yet dubious, Doctrine or 
Practice in Religion, as that of Reſiſtance is; it 
being, no doubt a very great Crime, if it be a 
Crime at all. And, if they are quoted for ſuch 
a purpoſe; I ſee no Reaſon, why Prayers for the 
Dead, and the Popiſh Purgatory, may not as well 


be proved from them, by a Papiſt, as the Lawful- 


neſs of Reſiſtance, by a Proteſtant. For Judas is 


65 


applauded, for doing very well and honeſtly, in 2 Mac. 12; 
praying for the Dead, that they might be delivered 43, 44, 43. 


from Sin. Or why Self-murther, in a Caſe of Ex- 
tremity, may not be thought, a manful Death; a 


generous, noble, and heroick Action: ſince Razzs 14.41, 42. 


is much commended, for ſo doing. And yet, the 46. 


two firſt Doctrines are juſtly condemned as ſuper- 
ſtitious, by Proteſtants ; and Self-murther look'd 
upon, by all Chriſtians, as a great Crime, And 
whatever Anſwer any Man can make to a Papiſt, 
with relation to the ſaid Examples; the ſame may 
be returned by the Papiſt, as to the Caſe in hand. 
Proteſtants ſhould conſider, that the Maccabees 
are ſome of thoſe Apocryphal Books, that are 
never read publickly in our Churches; tho' they 
may be read at home, and a pious uſe made of 
many things contained in them. That the Family 
of the Maccabees, tho' valiant Men, and very zea- 
lous for their ſacred Religion; and the great In- 
ſtruments by which God wrought Deliverance to 
the Jews in their Days; yet did not ſtop there, 
but took Poſleſſion of the ſupreme Civil Power, 
which did not belong to them (they being of the 
Tribe of Levi) but to the Houſe, and Family, and 
Deſcendants of David. And above all, it ſhould 


be remembered, that all things recorded, even in 


Scripture, are not thereby recommended to onr 
E imitation; 


pPſeudarchomaſtixr, Chap. IV. 
imitation 3 witneſs Phinehas's Action in killing the 
Iſraelite and the Moabiteſs, by a divine Warrant, 
and without human Authority for ſo doing; 


which therefore none may imitate, but when fo 
licenſed, and qualified as he was. As alſo Samp- 


ſen's killing himſelf and the Philiſtines, by pulling 


down upon himſelf and them, the Roof of a 


| Houſe. For no Man, in his Senſes, no Chriſtian 


however, ought to do ſuch a thing, unleſs by a 
particular divine Impulſe, to bear him out in it, 
as it did Sampſom. And if it is ſo, even with the 
Scripture, much more it ought to be fo with Apo- 
cryphal Books, which therefore ſhould be very 
carefully quoted, eſpecially in Caſes of great mo- 
ment, as the Caſe of Reſiſtance to Princes, with- 


out doubt, is. 


Our Savi- 
our's Ex- 
ample. 


: Matth. 26. 


51, 52. 
Joh. 18. 
10, 11. 


On the other ſide, our Saviour's Example is 
produced, by the Patrons of abſolute and unlimi- 
ted Non reſiſtance. For, being unjuſtly appre- 
hended by the Jews, and as unjuſtly tried and 


condemned by Plate, yet he reſiſted not in the 


leaſt ; nay forbad St. Peter to fight in his Defence, 
and bade him put up again his Sword, which he had 
drawn, for that purpoſe. From whence they 


roundly conclude ; that Subjects ought to imitate 


him, in all Civil Caſes, even the moſt deſperate; 
and offer no manner of Reſiſtance, either to the 
Civil Power or his Orders, tho', never ſo unjuſt 
and ſo extreme. I am ſorry our Saviour's Action 
ſhould be miſtaken, by thoſe who ought beſt to 
have underſtood it, being ſo converſant in reading 
the Scriptures. His Caſe is no more like that 


before us, than a Judge's Circuit is like martial 
Execution. Our Saviour was, tho” unjuſtly in 


the main, yet by the uſual Form brought to his 
Trial; which is the Caſe, tho' in an inferior de— 
gree, of many good Men. And as Man he did 
not reſiſt, out of reſpe& to lawful Authority. 
Thus People apprehended for Crimes, real or 
| ſuppoſed, 
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ſuppoſed, out of Sabmiſſion to the Laws, do not 
uſe to reſiſt, either at their being ſeized, or tried, 
or eyen executed. And as he was God, and an 
extraordinary Man, he did not reſiſt, becauſe he 
came to ſuffer ; and to have offered a Miracle to 
reſcue himſelf, had been to defeat his main De- 
ſiga and Purpoſe. And then; tho' the Jews his 
Enemies did maliciouſly and falſely accuſe him; 
yet Pilate, who was his then lawtul Judge, pro- 
ceeded againſt him by the uſual Form of Juſtice ; 
by hearing both him, and his Accuſers, and their 
Witneſſes, and thereupon giving Sentence; tho' 
againſt his Judgment. And as for Tiberius the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate ; he was ſo far from being 
| againſt him; that he knew nothing of him then; 
and when informed of his Life and Death by Pi- 
late, communicated it to the Senate, to have had 
dim owned for God, and adored; which the Se- 
nate rejected. Above all, our Saviour had no 
Civil Rights, beſides his Life , to defend. He 


pPoſitively declared that bis Kingdom was not of this Joh.18 35. 


World : He had no Property at all, but was fo 


very poor, that he was maintained by charitable Luk. 8. 3- 


People: And as for his Life, far from thinking 
of defending it, he came iato the World with de- 
ſign to loſe it; and he laid it down freely, no 
Man forcing him to it. And while he thought 
the time of his Sufferings not come, he withdrew 
ſeveral times, and eſcaped, out of the reach of his 
Enemies; and might have done ſo longer: But 
his time being come, he ſtood it our freely and 
reſolutely, and that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, which had foretold, and fix'd the time of 
his Death, As for St. Peter, he forbad him to 
fight for him, for the ſame Reaſon for which he 
himſelf did not fight or reſiſt ; and becauſe, had 
he wanted A ſſi ſtance, yet he wanted no human 


one; but might have commanded Legions of Au- Macch. 25. 


gels, to defend him, What has ſuch a Caſe to do 33. 
2 2 | wich 


Pſeudarchomaſtixr, Chap. IV. 


with that of any Man or Men, reduced to Extre- 
mity by their Sovereign, as to their Civil Rights, 
their Laws, their Lives, their Liberties and For- 
tunes? Can any Man be, as Chriſt was, the eter- 
nal Son of God; the Meſſias and the Saviour of 
the World? Can any Man die, in the room of 
Mankind, to redeem them, by ſatisfying God's 

Juſtice for them ? Is any Man's Death, to that 
- purpoſe, foretold in Scripture? Not at all. 
Therefore it plainly appears that Chriſt's Caſe is 
not applicable to this purpoſe. And yet Ser- 
moniſers will alledge and preſs it, as a Pattern of 

unlimited univerſal Non-reſiſtance to Higher 
Powers, be they never ſo arbitrary and fo tyran- 
nical. We are not, ſay they, to reſiſt the Civil 
Power, no not to defend our Saviour's Perſon 
and Life; and much leſs, therefore, to defend 
any thing elſe, even our own ; It being of far leſs 
Value and Conſequence. And yet theſe very Men 
in the ſame breath; comparing the Caſe of King 


Charles the Firſt, and that of the late King James; } 


do unawares confute themſelves ; by palliating, if 
not allowing, the Reſiſtance uſed in the late Re- 
volution; and condemning the whole Proceeding 
againſt King Charles the Firſt, only upon diſpa- 
rity of Caſes; giving one the preference, much 
above the other: Tho' there can be no difference 
pertinent to the Caſe, if their Priaciples be al- 
lowed ; for, .the Loſs which either, or both Kings 


ſuſtained, is not to be compared to that of the 


Life of Chriſt. Thus Men pet firſt into the Bri- 
ars; and then, caught in the Buſh, as the Ram 


was, which Abraham offered in the room of Iſaac; 


cannot get out of it; but entangle themſelves 
farther, the more they ſtruggle to get out. Which 
Inconvenience might have been avoided, by not 
applying our Saviour's Caſe, to the Caſe of or- 
dinary Non- reſiſtance; to which it can never be 
compared, and is no ways applicable. We are, it is 

| true; 
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true, bound to imitate our Saviour, in his Vertue, 
and Holineſs of all kinds, as much as we can; 


eſpecially his Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, and 


Reſignation ; and to walk as he walked : But ought 1 Joh. 2.6. 


no more to draw a Parallel between his Divine 
Sufferings to redeem us, and any Human or Civil 
Sufferings of ours; than to go about to imitate his 
Omnipotence, his Omniſcience, or his miraculous 
RC  , | 


Next to our Saviour's Example, that of the That of the 


69 


Primitive Chriſtians is urged, in fayour of unli- 77m 


mited Non- reſiſtance. For, tho' they were very 


Chriſtians, 


powerful and numerous under ſome Emperors ; 


and perſecuted in the moſt violent and cruel man- 
ner, yet they never offered to reſiſt ; but, when 
their dutiful Addreſſes and Apologies proved in- 
effectual, laid down their Lives contentedly, and 
with perfect Chearfulneſs and Reſignation. I an- 
{wer that, for all this, it does not follow, that all 
Reſiſtance, to the Civil Magiſtrate, is unlawful. 
* All that thoſe pious innocent Men did, we are not 
bound to imitate, in a ſtrict Senſe. They had, at 


firſt, all their Poſſeſſions, Lands, and Goods com- Act. 2. 43, 


mon, and the Rich ſold all they bad, to ſupply the 


Neceſſities of the Poor: And yet this, far from be- Ch. 4. 32, 


ing thought univerſally our Duty now, is, againſt 
certain Anabaptiſts, in one of our Articles of Re- 
ligion, declared not to be ſo, tho' Charity in ge- 
neral be : For, if the Goods of Chriſtians are not 
common, 4s touching the Right and Title of the ſame, 
then it follows, that we are not bound to give all 
we have, as the Primitive Chriſtians did. They 
often unneceſſarily denounced themſelves to the 
Civil Magiſtrates, in Times of Perſecution; and 
perfectly run into the Jaws of Death; contrary 
to our Saviour's expreſs Command, at leaſt allow- 
ance to the contrary ; of eſcaping it they could, 


and when they were perſecuted in one place, fleeing Match. 10. 


into another. And yet, no Chriſtian, now-a-days, 
E 3 thinks 
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thinks himſelf bound to imitate them in the like 
Caſe : But they will uſe all lawful Means to eſcape 
and fave their Lives, if they can. What thoſe 
Primitive Men did, in theſe and the like Inſtances, 


might proceed from an extraordinary Zeal, and 


religious Impulſe of God's Spirit: It being God's 
Pleaſure, to propagate Chriſtian Religion at firſt ; 
not by the ordinary Means of Argument and Rea- 
ſon, but by the unordinary ones of Blood and 
Sufferings; of perfect Indifference to any world- 
ly Enjoyment ; and of a full aſſurance of a better 
Life; which they ſhewed by being fo ready and 
willing, to ſacrifice and loſe this. When God 
ſhall put ſuch Diſpoſitions, 1ato the Minds of any 
Chriſtians, they may modeſtly and reſignedly fol- 
low them, and be guided by them. Otherwiſe ex- 
traordinary Caſes, ought not to be made Prece- 
dents and Patterns, for ordinary ones. 

Our Saviour's Prohibition, Refi? not evil, is 
thought by ſome ſuperficial Arguers, fully to 


prove and eſtabliſh abſolute Non- reſiſtance. But 


it will be found, upon Examination, to prove no- 


thing at all, to that purpoſe; becauſe, if their In- 


ter pretation be admitted, it proves too much, and 


a great deal more than they would have it. Tho 


they deny the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance to Civil 
Powers, even in Caſes of Extremity; yet they 
allow Wars, eſpecially defenſive ones, to be law- 
ful: And yet, if their Argument be good, they 
mult be univerſally unlawful to Chriſtian Princes, 


tho' never ſo juſtly provoked : For, our Saviour's . 


Prohibition reaches them, as well as their Subjects. 
The truth is, it has no relation at all; either to 
Wars „or Civil Grievances from the Magiſtrate, 
and the poſhble Remedies to them. Our Saviour 
does only forbid, in that Place, private Revenge 


and Retaliation , and the Spirit of Malice in ſee— 


king Satisfaction in caſe of perſonal Injuries. 


Fe Law allowed the former, an eye for an 2 
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And ſeemed not to have fully enough forbidden 
the latter, which our Saviour now does. And 
this is ſo plain, that [ need not ſpend any more 
words about it. 


When all other Scriptures fail, St. Paul's Words St. Paul's 


7k 


are, at laſt produced, in favour 'of unconditioned Threat. 


Non-reliſtance ; Whoſoever reſiſts the Power, reſiſts 


| the Ordinance of God, and they that reſist ſhall re- 


ceive to themſelves Damnation. Here is, ſay they, 
a poſitive, plain, univerſal Declaration againſt 
Reſiſtance; no Exception is made by the Apoſtle; 
and therefore we are not to make any; no, not in 
the worſt and molt deſperate Caſe. When! gave 
the ſenſe of thoſe Words, I did, as much as my 
Argument would then allow, obviate this Obje- 
ction. But becauſe it is made, for all that; I will 
ſay ſomething farther, fuller, and plainer, inan- 
ſwer to it. I ſay then, that thoſe Words, are fo 
far from extending to Caſes of Extremity and De- 
ſpair ; that, quite contrary, they ſuppoſe a good 
Prince, and who does govern his Subjects, by rea- 
ſonable and juſt Means; whom St. Paul ſays it is 
univerſally unlawful to reſiſt; and ſo ſay both 


ſides in this Diſpute. He had no occaſion to con- 
ſider the Caſe of Tyranny and arbitrary Power: 


For, thoſe Hereticks againſt whom he writ, leap'd 
over it; and attack'd, even Civil Government in 


general among Chriſtians : ;-and declaimed againſt 


Magiſtrates, as pernicious at beſt, and fitted only 
to do Miſchief to their Subjects. St. Paul, to 
convince them, ſhews, not only that their laſti- 
tution is from God; but that it is alſo of very 
great Advantage to Men; and deſcribes Princes, 
not as they often are, unjuſt and tyrannical, but 
as they ought to be ; namely Rewarders of Ver- 
tue, and Puniſhers of Vice. This is palpable by 
his Words, Rulers are not 4 Terror to good Works, 
but to the evil : Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
Power ? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have 
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praiſe of the ſame : Which perfectly give the Idea 
of a good Prince, praiſing the good, and puniſhing 
evil doers, as St. Peter does expreſs it. To have 
repreſented the then Emperor Nero, in his natu- 
ral Colours, would have ruined his Deſign, and 
furniſh'd thoſe Hereticks, with new Reaſons a- 
gainſt Civil Magiſtrates. Therefore he ſpeaks of 
them, as they are in God's Eſtabliſhment and 
Deſign; and as they would be, if they did their 
Duty. Not as they ſometimes are, and as Nero 
was then. For, ſure, that profligate Emperor 
was not a Terror to the evil, and a ProteQor of 


the good; but quite contrary: notwithſtanding 


his except2d Quinqut unium, to which J have given 
an Anſwer already. Thus what St. Peter fays to 
the Chriſtians of nis Days, Ws: is he that will 
harm you, hene oloers of that rohich 15 good ? 
is not, iu 4 [{{r:t Senſe, univerſally true; it be- 
ing often ſeen, that the beſt Men are the moſt 
harmed: But it ſhews how Men ought, and uſe 
to carry themſelves towards good and harmleſs 
People; and that is, not harm them, as they harm 
no body: That therefore Innocence is the moſt 
likely way, to eſcape harm from others, even the 
moſt wicked. By all which, it appears, that 
St. Paul's Words are not abſolute and univerſal, 


and therefore cannot, in a fair Conſtruction, be 


extended to reach the Caſe in hand; that of Re- 
ſiſtance to arbitrary and tyrannical Princes. 

Flaving confidered and anſwered all the Places 
of Scripture z and Examples in Scripture-days 
or near them; which are produced either for, 
or againſt the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance to Sove- 
reigns, in Caſes of Extremity and Deſpair : not 
out of any favour to either ſide; or to maintain 
either of the Opinions; which 1 did all along de- 


clare, | did not undertake to do: But only out. 


of reſhect to the Word of God; and to free that 
zacred Book, from the Mjſ-interpretation, which 
> 5 8 con- 
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[ conceive each ſide does equally put upon it. 1 
am naturally guided by my Argument, briefly 4 Word to 
to take notice, of the Miſtake, which thoſe good e Non-ju- 
and pious, but prepoſleſs'd Gentlemen, do run“ 
themſelves into; who do not own her Majeſty's 
Title, and refuſe to take the Oaths required by 4 
Law. They are not only good Men, but gene- j 
rally Men of Learning ; and yet, without any | 
* 


ground viſible to me, they will thus ſeparate from 
the State, and make a kind of a civil Schiſm. For, | 
either they ground their Separation on Scripture, 
or on Reaſon; and to think, that they do what 
they do, out of Humour, or Intereſt, or any other 
human Motive, would be groundleſs, and uncha- 
ritable. By their favour then; if they plead any 
Scripture for what they do, let them, in God's 
Name, produce it; and we will fairly conſider it, 
and either be convinced; or ſhew them, that they 
are in an Error. I hope I have ſo cleared the 
Word of God, from deciding either for or againſt 
them; that it will be impoſſible, for them, to find 
any ſhelter in that divine Book, for their Separa- 
tion. Andif it is only grounded on Reaſon, ab- 
ſtrated from Scripture ; it can never be in their 
| Power, to aſſert and juſtify from it, the conti- 
nuance of their Diſloyalty, at this time of day. 
Whilſt the late King James lived, they might 
colourably plead their Oaths to him; tho” the 
Plea would not hold, if preſs'd home. Or in 
King William's Time, they might alledge his pre- 
tended Uſurpation, for their Excuſe; tho' with 
as little Solidity, as their Oaths betore. But now 
their King is dead, and the pretended Uſurper 
too; and her Majeſty's Title is Hereditary, with- 
out all doubt, what can they ſay why they ſhould 
not relent, and be re- united, and live as eaſy under 
the preſent, as the former Governments ? J can- 
not ſo much as imagine what they can ſay to this; 
unleſs they fly ro, and intrench themſelves _— | 
| | this 
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this Abſurdity, that human Conſtitutions may be 
undefeazable, and human Laws irreverſible, and 
human Ingagements immutable, and unalterable 
by Men: which being next door to Blaſphemy, 
and attributing to Men what belongs to God a- 
lone, and to his Laws and Conſtitutions; I need 
not confute any farther. 
Extra-/cri- And thus much may ſufſice, as to the Proofs 


74 


ptural Ar- produced out of Scripture, to decide this Caſe ei- 


| wma ;, ther way. As for Reaſons ; and either old or 
ted here, modern Extra- ſcriptural Examples, for or againſt 


Reſiſtance in the Caſe in queſtion; they are be- 


ſides my preſent purpoſe. For, not the Lawful- 
neſs or Ualawfulneſs of Self-detence, and Reſi- 
ſtance to Higher Powers, in extreme Caſes : But 
whether it is allowed or forbidden in Scripture, 
is the only Queſtion I have undertaken to decide : 
And if the Scripture be ſilent in the Caſe ; the 


Law fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of it, muſt ſtand on | 
other grounds, and does not fall under my pre- 


ſeat Conſideration. 


Deferſizve If defenſive Wars, from the Subject againſt the þ 
and affen. Prince, are thus paſt in ſilence, by the Scripture ; 
and neither allowed, nor forbidden, and not fo Þþ 


free Mars 
from Sub. 


17 . much as ſuppoſed or named, or hinted at, either 


the one or the other way. Offenſive Wars, which 
are not ſeldom the Conſequence of defenſive ones; 
muſt needs be much more unmentioned : By which, 
not only a redreſs to Grievances is ſought ; and 
the Sovereign complained of ſometimes removed, 

but the very Government often altered from Mo- 

narchy into a Commonwealth. This laſt is a 
Caſe which, God be praiſed, happened but once 
in this Kingdom, and I hope never will more. 

Therefore I ſhall mention it here no farther, than 
by barely naming and diſcharging. 

And now, it might be thought enough, to have 
thus parted the Scripture, and the Caſe of Reſi- 
{tance ; and to have ſhewn that this laſt muſt take 

Shelter 
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Shelter and Protection, under ſomething elſe, ei- 
ther the one or the other way. And to pry into 
the Reaſons, why the Scripture is quite ſilent in 
it, may be too bold: It being above Man, to 


ſearch the Counſels of the All-wiſe. But, to 
ſtrengthen my Argument, I will, with Submiſ- 


ſion, offer ſome Reaſons, which ſeem to be the 


| Cauſes of the Scripture- ſilence in this Caſe. 
Firſt then, I humbly conceive, that the Scri- Reaſons of 
pture Is ſilent in it, not mentioning it at all, and de Seri . 


"oF 


deciding it on neither fide ; becauſe it is, in it Tei- 


ſelf, undecidable à priori: The Circumſtances 


lence in this 


which may attend and make up ſuch a Caſe, being The fr. 


ſd numerous and ſo various, as not to admit of 


an exact and particular Regulation; unleſs ſuch 
voluminous Books had been written about it, that 


the World it ſelf could not contain them, (to uſe a Joh.21.25, 
! Scripture-expreſſion.) Which Method would have | 
been quite contrary to God's Method in the reſt 


of the Scripture 3 which is very conciſe as to Par- 


ticulars of all ſorts, even Hiſtorical ; names hard- 
ly any Caſes of any kind; and contents it ſelf to 


give Generals, both in Matters of Fact, Doctrines, 


and Rules of Life. 


To be latisfied of this, let us, for Argument's 
ſake, ſuppoſe that her Majeſty and the High 


Court of Parliament, ſhould meet ſolely to regu- 
late the Caſes, in which Reſiſtance might be law- 


ful, and thoſe in which it would be unlawful. 


I dare aſſirm that, after their being never ſo long 
about it; and conſidering never ſo attentively and 
minutely every thing z and enumerating all Caſes 
they could poſſibly think of, and ranking them 
under their proper Claſſes: They would ſtill be 
put to it, and could not ſo mention and regulate 
all; but that ſome new Circumſtance might: ſtill 


ariſe, which would put, perhaps the very next 
diſkcult Caſe, beſides their Definition and Deci- 


lon. God Almighty, who knew well how ſh6rt 
| | Man's 
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Man's Sight is, for ſuch a wide Proſpect; left 


the thing to be decided 2 poſterior: ; that is, pro- 
vided for, the beſt way human Prudence can ſug- 
geſt, when it happens. And only gave, in Scri- 
pture general Rules of Government, to Princes 
and Subjects; how the firſt ſhould rule, and how 
the others ſhould obey. Thus eſtabliſhing Peace 
all the World over, if thoſe Rules were but ob- 
—_—— 


Prerogative Nothing is more common, for Princes to plead, 


and Proper- 
ty ſome- 


ia doubtful Caſes, than their Prerogative ; and 


times neceſ: for Subjects, than their Property. And yet theſe 


ſarlly in- 


two very Privileges, tho ſo commonly talk'd of, 


croach d up- are ſo far from being ſettled in all Caſes ; that, 


on. 


for all the Rules obſerved about them, they are 
often forced to incroach one upon another; and 
that too, for their mutual good ; nay often for 
the very Preſervation of the State. I am told, that 
it is a Branch of the Prince's Prerogative, among 
us; that, in caſe of Danger, a Phyſician may not 
adminiſter or preſcribe any Remedy to him; but 
by the Advice of the Privy Counſel. And yet the 
Caſe may be fo urgent, as not to admit of a mo- 
ment's delay; and the Prince muſt die, unleſs im- 
mediately relieved. Thus ſudden bleeding ſaved 
King Charles the Second's Life, for ſome time; 
and gave him ſome Days reſpit: And yet it was 
done without ſuch an Advice; and it had been 
Cruelty in thoſe about him, to have ſtaid for it. 
We are informed, by new printed Memoirs, that 
it is High Treaſon in Spain, for a Man not in a 
place at Court which qualifies him for it, to touch 
the Body of the Queen. And yet, thoſe ſame 
Memoirs tell us, that one of the late King's Wives, 
being on- Horſe- back, to take the Air; and the 
Horſe proving unruly, and like to have plunged 
or run away, to the viſible hazard of her Maje- 
ſty's Life; two young Gentlemen of Quality, tho 
not qualified by Lay; yet, without heſitation, 

| ventured 
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ventured to ſtop the Horſe, and to take her Ma- 
jeſty down. Was not their Action both Chriſtian 


and Dutiful? And had it not been barbarous, for 
them, not to have done what they did, when 


they could, by it, and no other way, prevent the 
Miſchief ? It is true they immediately fled, and 


made their Eſcape; knowing that, by the Laws 


they muſt die, if tried and judged by it: But, it 
is alſo true, that the King did ſend after them, 
and gave them his Pardon. Or, to mention a 
Caſe which often happens; and was like to have 
lately happened among us. Suppoſe, when the 
Pretender offered to land in Scotland, he had lan- 
ded in ſome remote Place; and that there had 
been”, neither Militia nor regular Forces; nei- 
| ther Military, nor Civil Officers; to order an op- 
poſition to him. In ſtrictneſs of Law, no private 


Man could raiſe Men; put them into a poſture of 


Defence; command and marſhal them; and head 
them to fight; for want of a Commiſſion for ſo 
doing: eſpecially, no private Man could puniſh 
| Mutineers or Deſerters, in ſuch an Extempore 
Army, when raiſed; having no lawful formal 
Power to do it. And yet, can it be doubted, but 
that ſuch an Action, tho' High Treaſon in the 
Letter ; yet would be the Duty of any Man, that 
had but Skill and Management enough, to perform 
it ? That he might raiſe Forces, Diſcipline them, 
lead them to fight, and exerciſe martial Diſcipline 
over them, till ſuperſeded by the Prince's Troops ? 
And, the Prince, inſtead of puniſhing, would be 
ſure to reward him for it. In theſe and the like 
Caſes, and many more that may happen, Prero- 
gative is better incroach'd upon, than left un- 
touch'd and intire. 


On the other ſide; tho' every Subject in the f 


Land, having paid all Duties, by Law to be paid; 
and done all Suit and Service, by Law required; 
is Maſter of himſelf, and of the reſt of his Eſtate; 

and 


5 Pteudarchomakir. Chap. IV. Ic 


and no Man has any Right, to attempt or diſturb dr 

him farther; yet, in caſe of a Famine, or a Flood, un 

or any other ſuch publick Calamity : Or in caſe ] id 

of the ſudden March of an Army, to reſiſt an In- Þ ra; 
vaſion. It would be thought no Theft, no Rob- fei 
bery, and no invading of a private Man's Proper- Þ th 

ty ; for Men diſtreſſed, and wanting either Shel. th. 

ter or Victuals, to uſe moderately the Proviſions Su 
they could meet with any where; and to lodge do 
themſelves in ſuch private Houſes they could all 
come at, if publick ones were not able to hold Þ ſp 
them: And, for the Owners, to oppoſe or refuſe Þ ey; 
them; would be look'd upon, as barbarous and A! 
inhuman ; and we deſerve plundering more than Þto 
pity. Such extraordinay Caſes , too numerous T. 

and too various, to be all foreſeen by Man, or re- Þ ſio 
gulated by human Laws; provide beſt for them- Þ arc 
ſelves ; are impoſſible to be ſettled before hand ; bo 

and muſt be left to Neceſſity ; together with Reli- an 
gion and human Reaſon and Prudence; to pro- Flef 
vide for them when they happen. Ge 

The ſecmd Another Reaſon, why the Scripture has not Þ me 
Reaſmm. decided, and not ſo much as named Caſes of Reſi- Þ ly 
ſtance, ſeems to be; becauſe the Deciſion would Pr 
have been dangerous, either way; and might ] fea 
have been made a Pretence to Civil Miſchiefs. I do 
For, if Self-defence and Reſiſtance to the ſupreme Þ Ne 

_ Magiſtrate, had been declared lawful, in Caſes of I the 
Neceſſity and Deſpair ; the Caſes would often Brat 
have been ſuppoſed, by diſcontented and reſtleſs I Pr 
Men; by Men of no Fortune, but great Ambi- Din 
tion; unwilling to take Pains, and yet deſirous to I in. 
live in Plenty: Such Men, who can only thrive Ew} 

in Times of Looſeneſs and Confuſion; and only IBy 
ſfibſh in tronbled Water; would, upon every occa- Ive 
ſion, real or pretended, great or ſmall, have rai- | vo 

ſed Seditions and Rebellioas; by wreſting every Ithe 
Caſe, even tho' but barely difficult, into a hard bo 

and deſperate one: And thereupon ſeduced and IÞ thi 

| draw! Ich. 
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drawn innocent and well-meaning, but ſimple and 
unwary, Men; eſpecially the unthinking, incon- 
ſiderate, Populace ; into Civil Wars, and perpe- 
tual Commotions. On the other ſide; if Self. de- 
fence had been declared univerſally unlawful to 
the Subject: Princes would have little regarded 
their Duty to God; when their Duty to their 
Subjects had been no bar to them; and a wide 
door, to arbitrary Power, would have been open, 
all the World over. Ill Princes would have been 
| © ſpurred on; and left perfectly looſe, to do what- 
ever Ambition, and Luſt, could ſuggeſt to them. 
And even good ones, would often have been apt 

to tratiſgreſs their juſt bounds z and to exerciſe 

© Tyranny, eſpecially on ſome extraordinary occa- 
ſion, or great inſtigation; which Inconveniences 
are prevented, by the Scripture's utter ſilence a- 
bout it. For, thereby, Subjects are kept under, 
and within their juſt bounds; and put in fear, 
J leſt, even in difficult Caſes, they ſhould offend 
God, by reſiſting the Prince, his Deputy and I- 
mere ; and, by that means, prevented from eaſi- 
ly ſuppoſing their Caſe to be deſperate. And evil 
Princes have a ſtrong curb over them; and will 
fear Civil Tumults and Inſurrections; which they 
do not find forbidden in Scripture, in Caſes of 
Neceſſity: And will be careful, how they oppreſs 
their Subjects, for fear the Caſe ſhould be a deſpe- 
rate one, licenſing Reſiſtance. And, even the beſt 
Princes, will heartily thank God, for being ſilent 

in the matter; and have a ready Anſwer to any 
inſinuating Favourite or Flatterer, that would 
whiſper to them the leaſt Exceſs in their Power : 

By telling them, that Reſiſtance, not being uni- 
verfally forbidden in Scripture, may be juſtly pro- 
voked, by what is adviſed ; and that, therefore, 
they ought not, and will not do it. And whilſt 
both King and People are thus afraid of the Caſe; 
they will be upon their guard; and do nothing, 
that may bring it upon them. 5 This 
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The Church This ſilence of Scripture, as to Caſes of Neceſ- 
Paws "he fity and Deſpair; and its neither allowing nor con- 


Scripture, 


If. 49. 23. 


Scripture- 
ſilence in- 


firudt ive 


demning them; is pioully imitated by the Church 
of England, in her Articles, Canons, Homilies, 
and other Records of her Faith, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline. For, ſhe preſſes, in general, Obedi- 
ence to Princes, as our Saviour and his A poſtles 
do; and exempts no Order of Mea from it: She 
earneſtly extiorts them all againſt Rebellion and 
Reſiſtance, in the words of St. Paul; even on pain, 
not only of temporal Puniſhment, but alſo of eter- 
nal Damnation. But ſhe goes no farther; provides, 
no way, for Caſes of utter Deſpair ; is willing to 
hope, ſuch never will happen: Heartily prays for 
Kings and Queens; that they may rule in the Fear 


of God, and be nurſing Fathers and nurſing Mothers 


to their Subjects: And that their Subjects may 
carry themſelves, asdutiful Children towards them, 
Thus I do underſtand our Church's Expreſſions 
about Civil Obedience; and thus, I hope they are 
underſtood, and taken, by all her true Members. 


—_— 
_— 


. 
The Concluſion. 


O return to the Scripture. Tho? it be altoge- 

ther ſilent, as to the Caſe before us: yet that 

very ſilence is inſtructive, and, in great meaſure 
teaches, and direQs, all Men, to whom it may 
happen; either how to prevent it; or how to get 
out of it, beſt and ſafeſt, whenever it ſhall happen. 
Men are either Writers and Speakers; or Readers 
and Hearers; which is the Caſe of all Subjects, 
one way or another; or Sovereigns; either Kings. 
or Queens, or other ſupreme Magiſtrates. I will 
beſtow the reſt of my Diſcourſe, in pointing out to 
them, 
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them, how the ſilence of the Scri pture, in this caſe, 
ought, ſeverally, to guide and to direct them. 


And firſt, Writers and Speakers, chiefly pub - 7o Writers 
lick ones, ſhould, by all means, imitate the Scri- and Spea- 
pture; eſpecially the Clergy, who ought beſt to be. 


underſtand it : they ſhould write and ſpeak, about 
this nice Subject, either not at all, or but ſparing- 
ly and cautiouſly : keep always to the Scripture z 
offer at no bold Explications of it ; and make no 
Suppoſitions or Deciſions beyond it; intruding 


into thoſe things which tbey have not ſeen, and vainly col. 2. 18. 


puffed up by their fleſhly mind. Who forces them to 
ſpeak or to write at all ? However; to ſpeak or 
write beyond the Scripture? They ſay they are 
ingaged in the Diſpute: But, who ingaged them ? 
Could they not have let that Controverſy alone; 
and imployed their Tongues and Pens, on ſome 
more uſeful Subject? Speaking and writing too 
wide in the Prince's behalf, is Flattery and De- 
ſign ; and carries ſtrong Indications, of Prefer- 
ment, expected from it. And ſpeaking and wri- 
ting too narrow againſt him, is as much Flattery 
and Deſign on the other ſide; and carries as ſtrong 
Indications, of popular Favour, hoped to be gai- 
ned by it: And either way it is abuſing and 
wreſting the Scripture, to a ſenſe, by the holy 


Pen-men never intended. | 
The ſad Tragedy of the laſt Civil Wars, is ſtil] The Jaſt Ci. 


freſh in People's minds; and ſome, that ſaw the e- 
caſioned by 


very beginning of them, are yet in being. And ,j,,, 


the Heralds of them, were raſh and hot-headed 
Writers and Preachers: And they begun the ſame 
way; by miſinterpreting the Scriptures; and ap- 
plying them to their ſiniſter Deſigns. It is true, 
ſome Civil Grievances were then complained of ; 
tho” they were, at worſt, but very inconſiderable: 
But for all this, the Scripture ſhould not have been 
brought into the Quarrel, and made to ſay, what 
it ſaid not, However, not ſo much as the leaſt 

F thing 
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thing of that kind, can be pretended now ; her 
Majeſty's Reign being mild, almoſt to a Fault, if 
any Mildneſs can be one; and her Subjects of all 
Seas, Parties, and Principles, having had as much 
granted them, as they have hitherto deſired · What 
would they have more? And is this atime of day, 
to mention the Caſe of Self-defence, when there 
is not the leaſt occaſion for it? To be hot and bu- 
ſy in writing and ſpeaking againſt Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, when there are no Civil Suferers of any 
kind? or for Reſiſtance, when there is not the leaſt 
Civil Injury offered, and the leaſt Civil Evil, that 
Men ſhould reſ652. | 
The laſt Re- We know the laſt happy Revolution, is eternal- 
_ wolution no ly in ſome People's mouths, as a very freſh Caſe. 
| 8 And we know as well, that her Majeſty's moſt 
zarchicat loyal Subjects, the Members of the Church of Eng- 
Frinciples. land, do, of all Men, moſt thankfully remember it 
daily; eſpecially on the 5 of November, famous 
for two ſignal Deliverances, wrought on it, by 
God, for this Church and State. But, it ought 
not, for all that to be made a Cloak for Anti-mo- 
narchical Principles; which are treaſonable in this 
Kingdom; as Anti-republlican are in Common- 
wealths. Unleſs ſome Men would have the Form 
of this noble Governmeat altered from a Monar- 
chy into a Republick; which, I am afraid, is at 
| the bottom of their Writings and Speeches. 
The Chisch The Church, indeed, is accuſed of favouring the 
of — Pretender; but upon what grounds? The Non- 
| f Fey. jurors have made a Schiſm from her; and, will 
| no more communicate with ns, than with the Diſ- 
ſenters. And Church-mea have readily taken the 
Oath of Abjuration ; which is a demonſtrative E- 
vidence, that they do not favour him, ſince they 
abjure him. Let the Diſſenters, bur abjure as for- 
mally and plainly, the Principles, of the Law ful- 
neſs of King-killing; and the Rebellion of 1640— 
1660, by religiouſly keeping the 30˙ of January, 
every 
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every year, as by Law injoined; and then the 


Noiſe and Clamour, will, of it felt, fall to the 


ground. Till then, let all indifferent and impar- 


tial Men judge, on which fide the fault lies; who 


is a falſe Accuſer, and whois not. Aboveall things, 


let us all remember, who favoured Popery, in the Diſſenters 


laſt Popiſh Reign ? Who broke the then ſtanding 
Laws, by uſing an illegal Indulgence ? Who nei- 
ther writ Books, nor preach'd Sermons, againſt 
the Church of Rome? Even the Diſſenters of all 
ſorts. And, on the other ſide, who was ſent to the 
Tower, for modeſtly remonſtrating againſt a Popiſh 
illegal Declaration? Who was ſuſpended, for re- 
fuſing to condemn, without examining and try- 
ing ? Who was filenced, for preaching ſmartly a- 
gainſt Popery? Who writ ſo many excellent Books 
againſt it, that the like Body of Anti-popiſh Divi- 
nity, is not to be ſeen, at this day, in any Prote- 
ſtant Nation? Who refuſed to read, the then 
King's illegal Declaration, in Churches ? Who 
was turned out of their Colleges and Livings, for 
| refuſing to give way to Popery ? Even our Bi- 
ſhops, our Clergy, and our Uuiverſity- men. Theſe 
things are ſo freſh, and ſo well known, as to put 
the thing out of diſpute; who is a Fayourer to Po- 
pery and the Pretender, and who is not. And ſee 
now, whether there is any juſt motive of any kind, 
to bandy about with ſo much eagerneſs the Caſe of 
Reliſtance, on the one ſide; when the late long Re- 
bellion, may however, give ſtil] a juſt alarm to the 
other; becauſe, what has ſo lately been acted, may 
be acted again; eſpecially when the very fame 
Principles are ſtill entertained, that brought about 
that ſad Confuſion. But, tho' the balance be un- 
equal, and much heavier on the one fide, than on 
the other: I do freely and impartially blame, at 
this time, a Writer or Speaker of any fide; who 
Is buſy, in mentioning Reſiſtance at all (unleſs in 
general Terms with the Scripture) and, either li- 
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cenſing, or condemning it; and endeavouring to 
countenance and prove his Deciſions from that ſa- 
cred Book; which is ſo utterly ſilent, about any 

private Caſe relating to it. 
The Miſ- They do by ſuch a Method not only offer vio- 
chief of wri- lence to the Word of God; but do, beſides, a great 
ring eber deal of harm, even where they leaſt deſign it. A 
on Cate, Writer or a Speaker ſtops, when and where he 
thinks fit: But the miſchief done by his Writing 
or Speech, proves often a deep wound, that can 


84 


never, or very hardly be cured. The beſt and wi- | 


ſeſt Stateſmen are often put to a ſtand, they know 
not what to do; and which way to go, about pro- 
viding for ſome Accidents and Caſes; they are ſo 
difficult and fo knotty. And theſe umbratile Com- 
batants, with a ſtroke of the Pen; with a breath 
of the mouth; with a Paragraph or a Period, cut 
and decideall at a blow, and turn the World upſide 
down, by their unneceſlary, unexiſtent, Caſes ; 
raſh and precarious Suppoſitions; and unproved, 


and falſe Deciſions. It becomes the Law to put a] 


ſtop to this growing evil; by quite ſilencing all 
Writers and Speakers on thoſe Subjects; upon ſe- 
vere Penalties, if they ſhall print any thing of 
that kind, unlicenſed by Authority; or publickly 
ſpeak any thing, tending to warm Men's Brains, 
and foment or revive our Civil Animoſities and 


Diſcords. | 
The Au- Had there been ſuch a Law ſtrictly obſerved); l 
— —1 would never have given my ſelf, the trouble of 


Deſin in Writing, nor the Publick, that of reading this Diſ- 
nriting. Courſe. I do not publiſh it, out of any human 
view or proſpect ; I have neither private hope, 

nor fear, to ſerve by it; my name ſhall not fo much 

as be known, if I can prevent it; and if any An- 

ſwer be returned; I do declare I will not reply to 

it; and if what I have ſaid, out of a dilintereſted 

_ Zeal for Church and State, does not ſatisfy ſome 

ſorts of Men; I leave them to God, and their own 

| | Conſciences. 
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Conſciences. My only Deſign, is to put the Fire 
out, if I can, by throw ing Water into it; not to 
iacreaſe it, by pouring in Oil, as too many do, 
by their ſcribbling and ſpeeching; not caring what 
becomes of the Publick, and what miſchief they do 
the Nation, by their Injections and Ferments; pro- 
vided their mean private Ends, of Lucre, Intereſt, 

or Preferment, be obtained. And if 1 fall ſhort of 
my Chriſtian, Loyal, and Pious Deſign; I ſhall com- 


| fort my ſelf, as I have often done in other Caſes ; 
that, tho' I have laboured in vain, and ſpent my If. 49. 4. 


ftrength for nought ;, yet, ſurely, my judgment is with 
the Lord, and my work with my God. 

And ſo much may ſuffice, upon this Head. Wri- 
ters and Speakers are a formidable Body; and a ſin- 
| gle, tho* never ſo well armed Man, ought to be cau- 
tious, how he does encounter ſuch a multitude. 


As to Readers and Hearers, the far greater num- The Soi. 
ber of the People: Tho, what! ſaid to Writers? lente 


inſtructive 
to Read 
and be uſeful to them; yet I have ſomething far- 4nd Pong 


ther to offer, which belongs to them, in a parti- vers, 


and Speakers, may, in great meaſure, reach them, 


cular manner. 


They ſhould then, by the Example of Scripture, This Caſe 
improperly 


not entertain themſelves, with Diſcourſes one with 
another, or with reading Books, in which this deſ- 
perate Caſe 1s put before hand; but prevent it by 
their willing and ready Obedience, and by their 
quiet Submiſſion to Authority z moſt excellent 
ways to pleaſe God, aud a good gracious Sovereign; 
and even to melt the hearts of ill Princes: And by 
their hearty Prayers to God, in the behalf of all 
Magiſtrates; that, under their Adminiſtration, they 
may lead a quiet and a peaceable life, in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. They ſhould reap the benefit of a ſe- 
rene and good Reign, inſtead of raiſing miſts to 


darken it. Never think, before hand, of Caſes of 


Neceſlity, which provide beſt for themſelves when 
they happen. To anticipate Caſes of Neceſſity 
F 3 (which, 
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(which, according to the Proverb, has no Law) is 
very unkindly and unskilfully done. It will be 
time enough to decide them, when they come ; 
And too ſoon, by much, to decide them, before 
they come; which may not come, and which, 
when they come, often admit of no Conſultation, 
or Reaſon, or Meaſures ; and can have, no Law, 
or Rule preſcribed them. This is the ſame unne- 
ceſſary and prepoſterous vexation of Spirit; as-if 
a Son ſhould think, and determine before-hand, 
how he may reſiſt his Father, and take Arms againſt 
him, if he ſhould attempt his Life, or go about to 
ruin him: who, he ought rather, dutifully, to 
hope and preſume, will never give him any ſuch F 
occaſion. Or, if a Daughter ſhould lamentably 
reſolve and determine, to oppoſe her Father, and 
uſe Force and Reſiſtance againſt him ; whenever he 
ſhall offer violence to her Chaſtity : Whereas, of | 
all Men, ſhe ought leaſt to expect ſuch a Treat- 
ment, from him. Juſt ſuch Heautontimorumenoi, 
Self-tormenters are Subjects; who buſy and aſflict 
themſelves, before-hand, with Caſes of Neceſſity, 
by Oppreſſion from the Prince; from whom they 
ought rather to expect Kindneſs and Protection. 
They would be much more kind, both to them- 


be to mend ſelves and the publick, in following a Rule given 


f them, by one of the Advocates in a late famous 
Trial: That Cafes of Extremity, ought never to be 
under conſideration, but by way of Retroſpeſt, and 
when the danger is over. The People ought then 
tothank God that it is ſo; and conſider what might, 
on their ſide, give occaſion to the eſcaped evil; and 
firmly reſolve to mend it, and, by that means, pre- 
vent another trial of the like nature. And, it ho- 
neſt and true Brittains would thus, at their leiſure- 
hours; inſtead of anticipating Civil Wars in their 
minds ; ſeriouſly conſider, that one great cauſe of 
the late long one was owing to this very fault; that 
the People, then, were too buſy, in talking, and 

3 reading 
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reading Books, of Politicks and State- affairs: They 
would, by that ill Example, take warning; and 
not be ſo inquiſitive and ſo meddling, in a thing 
which is far above their reach. Buſineſs of State is, 
of all others, uneven and difficult. It requires good 
Heads, great Knowledge of the World, and con- 
ſummated Wiſdom, to manage it ſafe and well. 
And, for all this, the beſt Politicians, will ſome- 
times run after a falſe ſcent; and cannot help mi- 
ſtakes, in ſome Caſes and Meaſures. And if it be 
ſo even with them; how can the common People 
be able to examine and pry into them; to ſettle, ad- 
juſt, and order them; who arealtogether unprovi- 
ded, of Talents required for that purpoſe ? - 


The old Greeks, even at this diſtance, are great Greeks, 
Monitors to us, of this Nation. They ſpent their Act. 17.21, 
time in nothing elſe, but either to tell, or to hear, ſome Examples 


new thing, as St. Paul obſerves, of the Athenians, in 
his days. They loved nothing ſo well, as to talk 
of State- affairs; and entertain themſelves with Po- 
liticks; and with foreign, and domeſtick News, 
By which Fancy, and Humour, they were at laſt 
undone; in being too eaſy to hearken to their O- 


rators, whoſe Harangues did generally run on Peace 


and War; on the Civil Intereſts of the Citizens 
one with another, and with their neighbouring 
States. For, theſe Rhetors, by their Orations, 
as by Winds veering and blowing from ſeveral 
Quarters, moved the People which way they 
would; commonly raiſed Wars, not only with their 
Enemies, but even with their Friends and Neigh- 
bours: Andat laſt cauſed their utter Subjection, firſt 
to the Macedonians, aud afterwards to the Romans. 


News, eſpecially about State-affairs, are dange- News, dam- 


| . : _ 8erous to 
rous, for the People to fill their Heads withal the People: 


T hey are often, by them, diſturbed and heated ; 
made uneaſy and diſcontented ; not being able to 
digeſt them, by underſtanding Reaſons of State; 
which may be very wiſe and prudeat, tho' ſome- 
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times they may not appear ſo. Young Conjurers 
like, which are terrified by their own Charms and 
Apparitions ; and cannot lay the Spirit which 
they have raiſed. 

It is not my buſineſs, to find fault with the In- 
dulgence given to many, to write and publiſh 
News; and to make them univerſally known, to all 
ſorts of Perſons, Secrets of State are thereby, of- 
ten, proſtituted: And the great Licence in this 
Point, gave a late witty Poet occaſion to make a 


Jeſt of the Nation; and, among other empty 


things, to reckon Engliſh Policy. But, to let the 
common Cuſtom go on: It were, however, ta be 
ww iſn'd, that it was poſſible and practicable, to lay 
a Tax on reading, and even hearing News; eſpe- 
cially about State-affairs, and Government. It 
would, either keep abundance of People quiet ; 
or raiſe a great aid, towards the charge of an ex- 
penſive War. | 

Davila mentions a Saying of Henry the Third, 
King of France; which might do a great deal of 
good to the common People, if they would but at- 
tend to it. In his time, the State was much in con- 
fuſion at home, by Civil Factions and Leagues: yet, 


he was importuned to declare War againſt the Spa- 


niards; and at laſt, in a manner, forced to it, con- 
trary to his own Judgment ; who beſt knew the 
Condition of his Kingdom, too weak then, for ſuch 
an Enterprize. However, he told them who urged 
him, and among the reſt the City of Paris, that he 
would yield to their Requeſt ; but then that they 
muſt freely ſupply him with Money, to inable him 
to make War with Honour. He begun the War ac- 
cordingly; but, for want of a proportionable Aſ- 
ſiſtance, had no Succeſs in it, but rather Diſad- 
vantage. And one day that Cardinal de Gui/e, 
and the Provoſt of Merchants of Paris (much the 
ſame Magiltrate there, as the Lord Mayor of Lon- 


don, here) complained to him, of ſome Loſſes ſu- 


ſtained 
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ſtained by the War. Ton ſhould then, have been qui- 


et, anſwered he with Indignation, and conſented to 
enjoy the ſweet of Peace; inſtead of meddling with the 
War, and forming the Project of it, in a Shop, or in 4 
Quire. Put but the words Coffee-houſe, and Ale- 
houſe or Tavern, inſtead of the two laſt, in that 
King's angry Repartee; and you have a juſt No- 
tion, of the Diſpolition, in which the minds of the 
People are, commonly, in this Nation. Inſtead of 


| minding their domeſtick Affairs and their Trade; 


which often are much out of order; they will talk 
of the Government; regulate State - affairs; manage 
the War; beat the Enemy; make Peace; remove 
the Miniſtry ; ſet up one of their own making 
find fault with Queen and Parliament, with Church 
and State : In ſhort, eſpy publick but imaginary 


motes, in every thing about them; and not ſee the 


private but real beatns, in their way, which, not 

ſeldom, make them ſtumble, and give-them ſad 

Falls, by Poverty, being arreſted, or breaking. 
If inſtead of this they would ſay their Prayers; 


work at their Trade; mind their Traſffick ; learn 


Frugality 3 keep within compaſs ; and not ſo in- 
conſiderately contract Debts, by ſpending their 
time from home, and in Publick Houſes. Eſpeci- 
ally, if they would abſtain, in their Reading and 


Diſcourſes, from that Topick, generally un- under- 


ſtood by them, State-affairs; and piouſly imitate 
the Scripture-ſilence, as to Caſes of Reſiſtance. 
Their Lives would be more quiet, more comforta- 
ble, and more plentiful, than generally they are: 
They would be more ſerviceable to the Govern» 
ment; and make better Subjects, and better Chri- 
ſtians. - 


Having thus put the Scripture, to Subjects of all 


ſorts; as a fine cryſtal Glaſs, to behold themſelves 
in, and to rule their Converſation by; as to the 
Caſe of Reſiſtance; I beg leave of Majeſty ; the 
Kings and Queens, the Princes and Potentates = 
| tne 
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the World; to do the ſame to them. And (tho' 
pf. 82. 6. they be Gods upon Earth, and ſo called in Seri- 
pture) that they will not take it ill, if I humbly 
remind them of what their ſupreme King and Lord, 
even the God of Heaven and Earth, does recom- 
mend to their imitation, in his divine Proclama- 
| tion, the Scripture. EN 
Kings chie- They are the Perſons, whom the Scripture- 
fy adviſed ſilence, in this matter, does chiefly inſtru& : And, 
by the Scri jf their Parts were exactly performed, the very 
_ Caſe would be rafed, and expunged, out of the Re- 
cords of Men. It cannot ſubſiſt, but by ſuppoſing 
their Male-adminiftration, even to great exceſs : 
And, if they would do what in them lyes, to go- F 
vern by the Scripture-rules ; there would be no 
Male-adminiſtration; and no Caſe built upcai it 
could be ſuppoſed, or ſo much as imagined. The 
Deſign of Scripture in not mentioning ſuch a Caſe, 
is, that there ſhould be no ſuch Cafe in the World; 
thro' the juſt and gentle Adminiſtration of Princes. 
And, if they did rule juſtly and equally; and any { 
one ſhould inquire, into the Inſufficiency of their | 
Laws, and Conſtitutions: And alledge againſt them, 
that no Proviſion is made in them, againſt arbitra- F 
ry Kings; as there is againſt diſobedient and re- 
bellious Subjects; no, not in their very fundamen- 
tal Charter, the Bible; even the New Teſtament. 
They might readily anſwer with the Spartan Ma- 
tron; who being ask'd what Puniſhment the Laws 
of her Country (which ſhe had much commended) 
inflicted on Adultereſſes ; firſt ask'd, what that 
word meant ; and, upon its being explained, an- 
ſwered gravely, that there were no ſuch Women 
at Lacedemon; and that therefore, their Laws had 
not decreed any Puniſhment againſt them. So 
: Kings would nobly and majeſtically anſwer to ſuch 
an Objection. It is below a Paince to be arbi⸗ 
trary; there are no Tyrants in the Moꝛld 
and therefoze, neither the Scripture, ar oy 
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Law of the Land, have p2ovided fo2 ſuch a 
Caſe, Thus a great Prince, who, at the beginaing 
of the Reformation, headed a number of poor Pro- 
teſtants; and rather leſſened himſelf, than got any 
Advantage by it; being told, that his Enemies 
laugh'd at him, and that he might have been much 
more abſolute elſewhere, had he followed the 
ſtronger Party. J am abſolute enough, ſaid he, 1 
do whatever I pleaſe, becauſe I never do any thing, 
but what I ought to do. | 


To come to Particulars. Kings and Princes are hir 


taught, by the Scripture-filence, as to this Caſe. 
Firſt, that arbitrary Power, the only cauſe of ſuch 


a2 Caſe, was not intended by God Almighty to be 


veſted in them, and within their Adminiſtration. 
Had it been ſo, abſolute and boundleſs Obedience 
in the Subject, muſt have been the neceſſary conſe- 
quence of it, and Reſiſtance abſolutely forbidden. 


But God was ſo far from making his Lientenants, 


Kings and Emperors, arbitrary ; that he never was 
ſo himſelf, and ſhewed the contrary in all his Acti- 


ons. His infinite Holineſs, Goodneſs, and Juſtice, Not uſed ex. 
ever tied his hands from doing any thing oppoſite ven 5 64, 


to them; and made him, even in his moſt ſevere 
dealings with the Sons of Men, ſhew Forgiveneſs, 
Mercy, and Loving-kindneſs: And he never fo 
much as once departed from this Maxim; no, not - 
when provoked to the utmoſt, by their Sins. Thus 
the Flood ſpared Noah and his Family; and by 
him the Race of Mankind was preſerved. Lot, with 
his Wife and Daughters, was ſuffered to go out of 
Sodom, and to eſcape the Flames of it. The Canaa- 
nites were not all deſtroyed, but many remained 
for a long time. And, tho' Judea lyes waſte, and 
old Jeruſalem is not; yet vaſt numbers of Fews are 
ſuffered to be ſcattered up and down, over the Face 


of the Earth. Let ſome rigid Divines think and 
ſay what they pleaſe, about God's Power; and af- 
firm, that God may, if he will, make eternally mi- 


ſerable, 


bove Men; 
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ſerable, even innocent Men. For my part, I can : 
no more fear infinite Cruelty from infinite Good- 1 


neſs; than a ſecond nniverſal Flood from the Sun; 

or a general Conflagration from the Waters. And 1 

if the Almighty himſelf hath all along governed, and } 

does ſtill govern, both the World and his Church, { 

by rational, juſt, and merciful Laws; ſhall Man, , 

who at moſt is but mighty, dare to attempt what 1 

Sad diſclaims ? God forbid. : 
Chriflian Chriſtian Princes in particular, ſhould, by all 
—_—_ — means, mind this divine Maxim, inſtead of aſſuming 
roblane, to be above it. A Chriſtian, eſpetially a moſt Chri- f 
tian King arbitrary, is a contradiction in ter minis, x 
and the laſt Epithet deſtroys the former. Solomon, F 

that potent and wiſe King; had he lived under the 

| Goſpel ; would not have beſtowed on him ſucha F . 
| Title; ſince he compares the Tyrants of his time, ? 
] 

] 

| 

{ 

| 

| 

| 


- Prov. 29. to Lions and to Bears. As a roaring Lion, and a ran- 
15. ging Bear, ſo is a wicked Ruler over the poor People. 
Men's Ladders are too ſhort, to ſcale Heaven; and 
the firſt thing we hear, when they go about it, is 
Gen. 11.9. Confuſion, as at Babel; and tumbling down like the 
Prov. 29. old Giants. Whereas the King that faithfully judges 
* the Poor, his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever? See 
the miſtake of Man, about ruling. U ſurped Power, 
which ſeems to elevate Kings, brings them down ; 
and Faithfulneſs, Goodneſs, and Mercy, thoſe ſee- | 
mingly low and abject Vertues, do raiſe them up to | 
the higheſt. Here we have in Little, and in Mi- 
niature, the Pictures of two high Powers, Neigh- 
bours to the Arlantick Sea. The one growing daily 
leſs, by aiming at more Power: The other growing | 
greater and greater, by ſetting aſide the Sword and 
Thunder; and providing a ſhelter for Subjects, aud 
| Neighbours; to cover then fromWinds and Storms. 
The Cie f Even in caſe of abſolute Conqueſt, the utmoſt 
Coque/s that can be ſu ppoſed : The Conqueror is bound, both 
by Reaſon and Religion, to be juſt and mercitul ; 
to make wiſe and rational Laws; and to 1 by 
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them. Otherwiſe he goes beyond the Creator of 
the World; who, tho' he has more Right over 
Men, than any Conqueror can have over the Con- 
quered; yet never preſcribed any thing to rational 
Creatures, but what was agreeable to Reaſon; and 
had, in it, the viſible Stamp: not only of ſtr ct Ju- 
ſtice; but even of Loving -kindneſs, Gentleneſs, 
and Mercy. And if the Conqueror is thus bound, 
by the Example of the Creator; much more are his 
Succeſſors zj ho, tho' they may have the ſame Sub- 

jects, and the ſame Right, and Power over them; 
however did not give them the firſt Laws; but 
found them made to their hands, by their Prede- 
ceſſor, and firſt Founder of the Monarchy. But moſt 
of all, Princes are bound, to govern their Subjects, Law of the 
by the Laws of that Land, over which they rule; Lad, Rule 
when they find theſe Laws enacted and ſettled f? Fes. 
long before, by a mix'd Power: That of their 
Royal Predeceſlors, as potent, by Laws as they can 
poſſibly be; and that of the People under them, 
by their Repreſentatives in the Senate, nd ways, in 
Law, freer, than the now People are. This is a new 
tye which binds them; and if notwithſtanding, 
they break it as 4 thread; they are a Riddle, and a judg. 16.9, 
Paradox, even in Solomon's Judgment, the great 12. 
Explainer of Riddles; and an exception to his 
Maxim, that a threefold Cord is not quickly broken. 
Thus is arbitrary Power deſtroyed, by that which, 
ſome think, does moſt ſupport it; even by theScri- 
pture-ſilence, as to the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs 
of Reſiſtance to Princes, in Caſes of Extremity. 

A ſecond Leſion to Higher Powers, given them Favourites. 
by the Scripture- ſilence, in the Caſe before us, is; 
that they ſhould have no Favourites of Fondneſs, as 
God has none; but look on all good Subjects with 
Love, in proportion to their ſeveral ranks and de- 
grees of Service; and uſe them accordingly upon 
occaſion. God's Grace is open to all Chriitians : 
His preventing Grace is univerſal, to every one of 
them; 


Eccl. 4. 1a. 


All god 
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them; and his farther Grace is proportionably be. 
ſtowed, on them, whouſe the firſt. Therefore his 
abſolute Decrees, of eternal Election and Reproba- 
tion of Individuals, with reſpect to another State; 
are juſtly look'd upon, by all good Men, as the fond 
Dreams of Euthuſiaſts; who would engroſs Hea- 
ven to themſelves 3 and arbitrarily exclude all o- 
thers out of it. And, if God has no ſuch Favou- 
rites 3 a wiſe Prince ought to look upon them, as 
forbidden things; good for nothing but to ruin 
him and his People ; and to tura Peace and 
Quiet out of the World. 

Higher Powers therefore ought to encourage 


Suljecks to Vertue wherever found, in their Subjects; and pu- 


be encoura- 
ged; all ill 


ones to be 


niſh Vice and Sin in them, whenever committed. 
St. Peter ſays they are ſent by God, as Governours 
are by them, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for 
the praiſe of them that do well, And tho” the parti- 
cular proportion of Rewards be left to their Judg- 
ment and Prudence; and the ſtrict Severity of Pu- 
niſhments may have grains of allowance, mix'd 
with it, upon occaſion, to allay and mollify it: yet, 
in the main, the Rule is divine; and Fondneſs or 
Paſſion, on either ſide, is intirely excluded by the 
Apoſtle. And, beſides the Injuſt ice and Unreaſo- 
nableneſs of the thing, in doing what God does 
not; nothing can be more prejudicial to a Prince, 
than partial Favour to ſome few, or as partial Se- 
verity to others. The Subjects of a State, are like 
the ſeveral Climates of the World. They ſhould, 
all, have the Influence, and kind Aſpect, of the Po- 
litick and Civil Sun; more or leſs, according to 


their different Poſitions and Situations to it; and, 


even the remoteſt, feel, in ſome meaſure, the be- 


nign Rays of that glorious Star. And, as in Na- 


ture, Places, where the Sun ſeldom or never ſhines, 
are like to be deſtitute of Inhabitants ; or but in- 


differently peopled and thriving : ſo, when Sub- 


jects, even the meaneſt, ſhall find no regard, and no 
| kindneſs 
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kindneſs from the Sovereign; their Allegiance and 
Loyalty is likely to be chilled, and barren, in pro- 
portion. But where the Smiles of Civil Rulers 
are univerſal; and reach even the ſmalleſt and mea» 
neſt of Subjets : when Encouragement is given to 
all Deſervers and Endeavourers, according ta their 
| Deſerts and Endeavours: There will be a kind of 
an Emulation, throughout their Dominions, who 
ſhall moſt readily honour, obey, and ſerve ſuch Ru- 
lers. On the other fide, as univerſal utmoſt Seve- 
rity may be too dreadful and too inflexible; fo may 
partial Lenity; Clemency not well timed; and 
Forgiveneſs in a wrong place, or to a wrong Per- 
ſon, give a juſt Offence to thoſe, who ſee it taſted 
by others, and do not taſte it themſelves. Forgi- 


ving MalefaQors condemned to death, or deſerving 48: of 
it; or liable to be tried for their Lives, ought to be Grace. 


more the Conſideration of publick Advantage or 
Diſadvantage; than of private Regard and Aﬀe- 


ion in the Prince. Fonathax's Life was ſpared by 1 Sam. 14. 


Saul, at the Interceſſion of the People: And Abiathar's 45: 


by Solomon, for his former Loyalty to David. A * King. a. 


Man's undeſerved Life may, ſometimes, do more 26. 
good to the Government hereafter; than his deſer- 
ved Death can, now. A numerous Family, or ma- 
ny Dependents, may be Sufferers, by one Man's 
Death; which, perhaps, is inſignificant to the Pub- 
lick. Sometimes a great Man is better ſaved than 
puniſh'd, with relation to the Government : And, 
generally, in Civil InſurreQtons; the greateſt num- 
ber is pardoned, and the Heads only puniſh'd, tho 
all deſerve Puniſhment; to prevent the like At- 
tempts another time; and yet not give too great a 
wound to the Commonwealth, by the loſs of ſuch 


Ia multitude. Many other Caſes there may be, in 


which Clemency is beſt and ſafeſt uſed. But when 
the weight of Power falls heavy any where; and 
Lives are, either taken away for Anger or Revenge, 
tho”, in the main, not againſt Juſtice; or pared, 
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Flatterers, 


long run, to ruin them. They are the Boutefeus | 


by Prerogative, out of perſonal Fondneſs, private 
Intereſt, and Regard z eſpecially at a Grandee's In- 
terceſſion, perhaps moved by his private Ends, or 


the bought Solicitation, of a Servant, or a Retai- 


ner: Tho” the ſecret Spring may be unknown, 
ſometimes to the Courtier, and often to the Prince. 

Yet, ſuch Examples of Partiality, either real or 
apparent; give often thoſe juſt Diſguſts, to ſuch 
as do not think themſelves equally uſed, by ſuch 
a Severity or [ndulgence ; which may, in time be 
remembered, to the great danger of the Prince, 
and the Publick too. For which Reaſons, Higher 
Powers cannot be too cautious, and too conſide- 
rate, in the various and ſeveral Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice ; of Puniſhment on the one hand, and of 
Rewards on the other: That neither of them in 
their kind, may partake of Extremity; but be kept 
within juſt bounds, and kind regard, both to the 
Publick, and to every particular Subject. And fo 
much againſt improper Favourites, and improper 
Severities and Favours. 

Flatterers, mercenary Writers, and the like, 
ought juſtly to be rank'd with forbidden Favou- 
rites, and quite diſcountenanced by wiſe Princes : 
As only proper to corrupt their Principles; to 
incourage their miſtaken Greatneſs ; and, at the 


and Incendiaries of the World; and the worſt of 
Enemies, in that they deſtroy the Prince, with 
ſeeming Kindneſs: Therefore a Prince ought, by 
all means, to frown upon them, and cannot keep 
them at too great a diſtance. A merry Nation on 
the other ſide the Water, have a Saying on this 


Subject, which tho' expreſs'd in a familiar way, 


has, yet, a great deal of real truth in it. Epiſtles 
Dedicatory, to the Prince, ſay they, ſmell of a Pen- 
ſion or an Abbey. Put but the words Place of Ho- 
nour or Profit, inſtead of Avbey, which are de- 
ſtroyed in Proteſtant Kingdoms; and you have 
| the 
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the lively Picture of a Court-flatterer. He may 
appear in ſeveral Shapes and Figures, but ſtill, in 
all, his Intereſt is what he chiefly aims at. Some- 
times he will commend all the Qualities the Prince 
has, both good and bad; or thoſe he has not, as 
if he had them; either behind his back, or to his 
face. Sometimes he writes Verſe or Proſe to the 
Praiſe of the Prince, and of his great Actions, tho' 
many of them may be otherwiſe : And often deſ- 
cends even to the commending of what he does but 
indifferently. Thus I heard of a King, who is not 
very dexterous at Tennis; that having placed a 
Ball in the Court, but ordinarily; yet he was ge- 
nerally applauded by the Courtiers in the Gallery: 
They all exclaimed excellently well done, lift up 


their Eyes and Shoulders, in ſign of admiration: 


And the Prince himſelf was pleaſed, and did ſmile. 
This was but Flattery in Picture, and Miſtake in 
a Trifle. But when it is in good earneſt, and in a 
thing of moment; the Poiſon is mortal, and the 
Prince like to be intoxicated by it. Solomon was 


for removing ſuch Creatures from Courts, like the 


droſs and ſcum of them. Take away the droſs from 
Silver, and there ſhall come forth a Veſſel, from the 
finer : Take away the wicked from before the King, 
and his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſh'd in Righteouſneſs. 
And he declares that if a Ruler hearkens to Lyes, all 
bis Servants are wicked. The wiſeſt of Kings gives 
the Text; and [ leave it, to all wiſe Princes, to 
make a Commentary upon it. 


Prov. 23; 
4; 


Prov. 23. 
12. 


Another Leſſon, of the greateſt moment, given Magiſtrates 


to the Higher Powers, by the Scripture-places 
which mention Civil Government, and yet are ab- 
ſolutely ſilent, about the Caſe of Reſiſtance, is; that 
they are loudly warned in them, to ſtudy and un- 
derſtand their Power, aright: And, in order to it, 
ought to read often their Patent the Scripture: For, 
it is from that Charter, that they have all their 
Power, and are what they are, There they will 
| | | 1 find, 


G 


bound to 
read the 


Seriptur 


2 Chr. 19. 
5. 6, 7. 


Kings are 
but She- 
pheras. 


Ila. 44-23, 


How difh- 
cult a thing 
hay under- 
Fake. f 
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find, that they are but the Miniſters of God, for 
the good of his People; which were his People be- 
fore they were the Princes ; whom therefore they 
are bound to govern, firſt by God's Laws; then 
by the Laws of the Land; two golden Rules which 
ouzht to direct them. Jehoſbaphat, that great and 
good King, was ſenſibleof theſe important Truths; 
and he gave accordingly Inſtructions to the Jud- 
ges, whom he /er in all the Cities of Judah. Take 
heed what ye do; for ye judge not for Man, but for 
the Lord, who is with you in the Judgment. Where- 
fore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon jon: Take 
beed and do it; for, there is no Iniquity with the Lord 


our God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor 1 of Gifts. 
udges, is 


The Charge given by that King to his 
given by God Almighty to all Kings: And, | hope, 
none will refuſe to be adviſed, by a King their E- 
qual; and by God their King and Lord-paramount. 

It is aſt niſbing that ſome ſupreme Powers 
ſhould be ſo miſtaken as to their Oſfice ; looking 
upon it, as a kind of an abſolute Dictatorſhip; 
when, in the ſtrict, and real truth of the thing, they 


©ught to he more like Schoolmaſters to Children, 


and like Shepherds to Sheep; for, ſo the Scripture 
calls them. Noble Slaves indeed, bat ſtill Slaves; 
to Rules, and tothe Temyers, Humours, and Diſ- 


poſitions of their Subjects, conſidered in their Ci- 


vil C. cities. And, had Queved» writ a Viſion 
on thi- bbject; without all done, e would have 
relate 28, as I do here repreient them. 

It is a heavy Bnrthen which they tal upon them, 
and a difficult thing which they are t perform. In 
the State of lauocence, it would have been no hard 


task to have ruled Men. But to do it in the State 


of Sin and Miſery, of Paſſions and Miſtakes; is a 


Province, which even an Angel incarnate would 
deprecate; and chuſe rather to obey than to com- 
mand, as things are in this ſublunary World. But 
this Conſideration is not the chief. One, far grea- 

t; . * 3 * ter; 
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ter, comes behind, and that is, the great Acconnt; 
either comfortable or terrible, they are one day to 
make, before God's laſt and dreadful Tribunal; 
much more formidable, than any, even the grea- 
teſt and higheſt Court of Juſtice, in any of their 
Dominions, can be. This is enough, to a reflect 
ing and well-judging Mind, to incline them all to 
lay down their Scepters and Crowns, for fear; as 
Diocleſian did formerly, and the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth not long ago, for quiet and eaſe. And if 
Diogenes, that teller of dowaright Truth, had been 
ask d the Queſtion, what he thought of Kings; he 
would have anſwer'd, that he look'd on good Prin- 
ces, to be daring Men; but on wicked ones, to be 
more daring, and even bold and deſperate. 


and its cure 


And yet Ambition; that ſwelling of the ind, Ambition; 


that Aorbus Reg ius, that Cataract over the Eyes o 
ſome Princes; will not let them perceive the Peril; 
or gives, to every thing about them, a falſe colour; 
a poor and a deſpicable ſhape; which yet, gene- 
rally, is far otherwiſe. Where is an able Surgeon 
to lance this Tumor, and to let out this Wind? 
Where the Specifick to cure this Civil Jaundice ? 
Where the able Oculiſt to couch right this Film, 
and reſtore ſight to the Blind? Even a bare change 
of Fancy and Opinion, can work this marvellous 
Cure; when it ſhall pleaſe God, by ſome ſeeming 
Accident, direQed and guided by his Providence, 
to bring it into practice. And if we have ſeen in 
our days, a whole Nation, univerſally given to 
Duels, and fond of them almoſt to madne{s; and 
who had placed the higheſt Point of Honour in 
them, and given ſo barbarous vnnatural Kules a- 
bout them; which yet ſeemed to them the higheſt 
pitch of Courage and Generoſity : If we have ſeen 
them, change their Minds, on a ſudden, 4 d look 
upon that Practice, as a baſe villainous Act, fit 
only for the refuſe of the People: Barely becauſe 
their dreaded and inexorable Prince would abſo- 
| | G 2 . Inteiy 
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tutely have it ſo; and becauſe they mult be utter- 
ly undone ; and loſe both their Eſtates and their 


Lives; if they perſiſted in that murthering bru- 


tal Cuſtom: When, by fome happy turn of God's 
hand, Princes ſhall ſee things as they are: That is, 
Pride to be a mean Paſſion; Ambition a Civil 


Tympany; Uſurpation of Towns and Countries, 
a ſuperlative Piece of Larceny and Thieving; Op- | 


preſſion of Subjects, perfect Cruelty and Inhuma- 
nity, Eſpecially the Dangers which often tread at 


the heels of theſe, in this World; and will infalli- 
bly purſue and overtake them, in another. Then 


a right Opinion, and a juſt Eſtimate of Things will 
follow; the Fancy will be changed; and Juſtice 


and Truth, thoſe poor deſpicable things now, be 


11 Princes, 


Luk. 18. 2, 3 3 
Adviſed by they be, are fo only by name, but in their hearts 


Ihe Scri- 
pture- 
filence, 


In vogue, both with Kings and Subjects. 
Thus have I laid, before Chriſtian Princes, the 
ſeveral Speeches the Scripture makes to them, in 


its profoundeſt filence, as to the Caſe of Reſiſtance. | 


As for thoſe who are not Chriftians ; or, it 


neither fear God nor regard Man, like the Judge 
in the Parable. Yet they may have Chriſtian Sub- 
jets z and, in that reſpect, be concerned in the 
Scripture-· ſilence, about the Reſiſtance of Subjects, 


in Caſes of Extremity. For, ſince that Book, tho“ 


diſregarded by them, yet is look'd upon, as a 


Rule of moral Actions, by Chriſtians; many of 


whom are, or may be their Subjects: And that, if 
it does not allow Reſiſtance to them, it does not 
abſolutely forbid it neither. They ought, for that 


very reaſon, if for no other, be afraid of an in- 


raged, unruly, unreſtrained multitude; and dread, 


like Rocks under Water, the driving their Sub- 
jects to Extremity. A wiſeSailor, when he comes 


near fuch Rocks. or but gueſſes he may be near 
them, fails by them ſlowly, or caſts Anchor; 
eſpecially in a Storm, or in the Night, or miſty 

Weather; for fear of being, in a moment, daſn d 
ian 


Ow 
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in pieces, beyond Recovery. So a wiſe Prince 
will do, by the bulk of his Subjects; be cautious 
not to provoke them; and, if he ſinds them rea- 


dy to ſhew their Heads, appeaſe them immediate- 


ly, by redreſſing their Grievances ; and, by no 


means, add one ill uſage to another, and drive 
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them to Neceſlity aud Deſpair. I ſay Neceſſity © 


and Deſpair, thoſe bold and dangerous Guides, 
which make Men fling themſelves down a Preci- 
pice, to avoid an imminent Danger; and leap out 
of high Windows into paved Streets, to eſcape 
raging Flames: Which made a Roman Matron ſtab 
her ſelf, for being extremely injured in her Per- 
ſon: And a Roman Father ſtab his Daughter, to 
prevent her being made a Slave, and a Proſtitute: 
And which forces Men to blow up neighbouring 
Houſes to ſtop a running Fire, and to deſtroy De- 
ſtruction with Deſtruction: Which, in ordinary 
Caſes, would be thought Madneſs, or a capital 
Crime; but in Extremity is connived at, or al- 
lowed. | 


The Kings of the Eaſt are ſad Examples, of the Kinzrof che 
Dangers Princes may be in, from a ſeditious Mul- At. 


titude. They are very great. Their Power is de- 
ſpotick; and owned fo, even by their greateſt 
Subjects; who will quietly lay down their Lives, 
at their bare Command; aay, think themſelves 
bound by their Religion to do . And yet, when 
driven to Extremity; and often when but ſlightly 
provoked do, like ſo many Brutes, fall on their 
Priaces; ſtrangle them; and ſet up others in their 
places. Which deſperate Execution might have 
been prevented; if tc Prince had ruled himſelf, 
attended to his ufhels, and governed his Sub- 
jets ſteadily, and ver gently : Inſtead of being 
ſhut up in his Seraglro ; leading there an effemi- 
nate Life; and ſuffering his Favourites, Eunnchs 


or Concubines to hold the Reins of his Govern- 


ment; to drive unskilfully; and Phaeton like, o- 
i verturn 
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verturn the Chariot; which, by the Fall, is of- 

ten, broken in pieces. i 
Ceſar, one of the greateſt Captains, but alſo 
one of the greateſt Uſurpers that ever was ; has 
given an important Memento to all Princes; tho? 
he writ the words upon another occaſion. Plerum- 
que, in ſummo periculo, timor miſericordiam non re- 
cipit. Very often in extreme Danger, Fear does 
not admit of Mercy. Extremity does, generally, 
make People, not only inconſiderate and bold; 
but even outragious and barbarous both to them- 
ſelves, and all about them. A Man had as good 
oppoſe a high overflowing Sea, as an inraged 
PE. 65.7. Multitude. None but God can fill the raging of 
the firſt, and the madneſs of the People. It is true, 
the Populace are mad when extremely provoked : 
Joel, 2. 25. Wild Beaſts if you will; Locuſts and Caterpillars, 
if you pleaſe. But ſtill, as well as theſe, they may 
be God's Army. He may ſometimes raiſe them, 
to puniſh wicked Princes; and no where, in Scri- 
Pture, univerſally disbands them. Therefore, a 
wiſe Prince will conſider theſe things; and think 
that he can never be too cautious, not to provoke 
God, his ſupreme King, to ſend ſuch deſperate 
 Voluntiers againſt him: Eſpecially when they 
are, them ſelves, provoked, and driven to De- 

ſpair. 

The Au I have now ſaid, all which I had to ſay, on this 
bor. Cau- difficult and nice Subject. And, as a coaſting Pi- 
ion to be i. JIot, I have, all along, rowed cloſe by the Shore, 
mitated. and ſafe ; in this dangerous Sea; in this unpaſſa- 
ble Gulph; in which ſo many daring Sailors 
have been foundered, and have loſt their Ships. 
And this | have done, by keeping cloſe to the Scri- 
pture; and going no farther than it directs. And 


if Princes and Subjects, would keep yet farther 


off; not touch the very Shore at all, but ſtand at 
a diſtance, on dry an firm Ground. The firſt, 


by not ſtretching, on all occaſions, their Prero- 
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gative, to the utmoſt Point. The ſecond, by not 
being over tender, of their Property in all Caſes. 
Both, by being willing to allow ſomething to ex- 
traordinary Occurrences; and by conſidering, that 
ſuch is the Condition of human Affairs in this 
World, that it never can pretend to Perfection; 
put muſt be contented to ſtoop ſometimes to Exi- 
gences; and to admit of Changes, Loſſes, and 
Detriments. Then there would be room about 
this Whirlpool of Politicks: Men might walk 
ſafe round it, and look on it, without fear. And 
as long as both ſides kept carefully at a diſtance; 
there could not be the leaſt danger of their mee- 
ting in the midſt of it, to come to blows; and 
of being, often, like to be both drowned. Peace 
and Quiet would be the Event : Glory and Ho- 
nour would be the Lot of Princes : Plenty and 
Eaſe, the Portion of Subjects. 
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But becauſe this Advice, tho* very wholeſom We muft 
and reaſonable, is not always followed. But Sub- r for 


jets will diſturb themſelves with imaginary *** 


Fears and ſealouſies; and take that for Oppreſ- 
ſion and Invaſion of Property, which is the bare 
Conſtraint and Neceſſity of Times: or will be 
deluded by Sophiſters and pretended Patriots; 
who talk of Dangers, where there are none; and 
ſeem to whiſper Safety to the People, when they 
proclaim Deſtruction ; and to have the common 
Good in view, when they aim at nothing, but 
raiſing themſelves in the >nblick Confuſions. And 
ſome miſtaken Prius will wind up their Power 
too high, and act, as 1i they were God Almighty, 
whoſe Power no Creature was able to reſiſt: And 
others hearken to Favourites and Flatterers; ſee- 
ming Friends, but the moſt dangerous Enemies; 
aiming in appearance at the Honour of the Prince; 

| when their real Deſign, is to gain by his Faults, 
and Miſtakes. In ſuch Caſes, where Reaſon, and 
Argument, cannot be heard; there is yet one 
„ | means 
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means behind, the moſt powerful of any. We 
may, and ought to pray, for Peace, both Private 
and Publick : And God Almighty, the only Ru- 
ler, both of Princes, and People, will hear us in 
his good time. N 1 
I ſhall therefore conclude this Diſcourſe, with 

one of the Collects of our Church, in her Common 
Prayer- Bool; the Fooliſhneſs of which i wiſer than 
the wiſeſt Extempore-Prayers z and the Weakneſs 
of which « ſtronger, than their pretended greateſt | 
Strength. It is the Collect for the Fifth Sunday 
after Trinity. Grant, O Lord, we beſeech thee, that 
the courſe of this World, may be ſo peaceably ordered 
| | by thy Governance; that thy Church may joyfully ſerve 

1 | tee, in all godly Quietneſi : through Jeſus Chrift 
| aur Lord. And let all Chriſtian Princes, and all 
Chriſtian Subjects ſay, Amen. 


| J. 1.25. 


Give Peace in our Time, O Lord. 


FINIS. 
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